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County commissioner says idiots in 
Tallahassee want M-CORES 
Wild Hog Canoe Race is April 17 

 
Renatta Cannon speaks to the Levy County Commission Tuesday morning (March 
2) and learns that a story she read in a weekly newspaper was confusing from its 
lacking a word to show the information came from the Florida Department of 
Health’s Dashboard for daily COVID-19 data. She was the lone speaker at the first 
public input section of the agenda. In Levy County, people can address the County 
Commission at two times specifically – near the beginning and near the end. And 
in Levy County, the commissioners offer the public chances to ask questions 
throughout the meeting. Cannon was one of the very few people in this meeting 
who followed the Florida Department of Health’s advice to wear a face mask in 
public to reduce the odds of spreading death and injury via the global COVID-19 
pandemic. In Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties, many people are ignoring the 
advice of doctors. So far, there are 93 people who have died from COVID-19 in the 
Tri-County Area, according to the FDOH. There have been 341 people from the Tri-
County Area who have been reported by doctors as having been hospitalized 
because their COVID-19 symptoms were so serious they needed to go to the 
hospital so far. 
~ 

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 2, 2021 at 11:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks succeeded in sharing the 
proclamation about Levy County’s 176th anniversary Tuesday morning (March 3), and 
she expressed her opinion about some politicians in Tallahassee. 
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Members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners sit behind 
tables on the stage of what was once an auditorium for high school students 
in Bronson. Now known as The Annex, this was once part of the former 
Bronson High School. 
 

 
Levy County 
Coordinator 
Wilbur Dean 
speaks to the 
County 
Commission. 
Dean is not 
the county 
manager or 
county 
administrator. 
Levy County’s 
method for 
operational 
organization 
is different 
than that 
form. 
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Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald speaks to 
the County Commission. He was granted approval for extending things due 
to the global COVID-19 pandemic. This tragic event is the longest time when 
the county has needed to keep renewing certain authorizations due to a 
disaster. 

 
Levy County Construction and Maintenance Director Jimmy Jones is 
granted his request to amend the budget. Jones is well known for his 
excellence in his profession. 
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Levy County Road Department Administrative Coordinator Alice LaLonde 
tells the County Commission about a SCRAP award potentially from the 
FDOT. (Details are shown further in this story.) 
 
     One of the first votes of the day, and every vote by the entirely Republican set of 
county commissioners was unanimous, was the approval of the proclamation for the 
establishment of Levy County. 
     Through it, the County Commission proclaimed: 
     “WHEREAS, Levy County was established on March 10, 1845 and became the 27th 
Florida county one week after Florida joined the Union and became the 27th state on 
March 3, 1845; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County was named for David Levy Yulee, a planter elected in 1841 
as the state's territorial delegate to the United States Congress and served two terms as 
one of the first two elected in the U.S. House of Representatives after Florida 
received statehood; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County contributed to the long-term development of Florida by 
being the western terminus of the first railroad across Florida, the Florida Railroad, 
linking the deep-water ports of Fernandina on the Atlantic Ocean and Cedar Key on the 
Gulf of Mexico in 1861; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County has a rich history intertwined with the lives of early 
pioneers who established their homes in the County; and 
     WHEREAS, Levy County residents strive to protect and promote our unique heritage 
through lifestyles and livelihoods that come "from agriculture, aquaculture, silviculture, 
hunting, fishing and eco-friendly tourism.” 
     The county commission recognized the 176th anniversary of the county being 
established. 
     Rooks asked and received consent by the County Commission to send a copy of this 
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proclamation to Florida Senator Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5), State 
Representative Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22), the governor and the leaders of the 
Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate. 
     The key element Rooks wants the state leaders to notice is “Levy County residents 
strive to protect and promote our unique heritage through lifestyles and livelihoods that 
come "from agriculture, aquaculture, silviculture, hunting, fishing and eco-friendly 
tourism.” 
     The idea of building toll roads through Levy County is objectionable to Rooks. 
     “I don’t want to see Levy County turn into Tampa or Orlando,” Rooks said, “just 
because somebody in Tallahassee is an idiot.” 
     Actually, the idea for the toll roads rests squarely on the shoulders of Gov. Ron 
DeSantis (R-Jacksonville). 
     Rooks was speaking during the period at the end of the meeting when commissioners 
share information with the public. 
OTHER NEWS SHARED 
     * The Wild Hog Canoe Race is going to happen on April 17, County Commissioner 
Matt Brooks said. 
     * A location for another satellite garbage collection site is being considered in the 
Morriston Area, Commissioner Mike Joyner said. 
     * The Suwannee River Fair (SRF) and Youth Livestock Show and Sale has started, 
Commission Chairman John Meeks said. It continues through March 17 with the big 
livestock sale then. (For the SRF schedule, please see the CALENDAR PAGE on the 
right, above the ad for the City of Williston. The second round of SRF fun will be posted 
there after this set concludes.) 
IN OTHER ACTION 
     In other action at the County Commission meeting, commissioners unanimously 
approved: 
     * A request for rezoning of 4.57 acres in the Williston Municipal Service District. The 
rezoning changes the land from Forestry/ Rural Residential to Rural Residential. This 
will allow a house to be built on that property. 
     * A request for rezoning of 3.66 acres near the Nature Coast Trail in the Fanning 
Springs area Forestry/ Rural Residential to Rural Residential. This will allow a house to 
be built on that property. Levy County Planning and Zoning Director Stacey Hectus 
explained in both of those rezonings that the Planning Commission voted 4-0 to 
approve the requests from these land buyers who did not understand the limits of their 
zoning when they bought the land. 
     * A request to allow Levy County Planning and Zoning Director Hectus to continue 
her work in seeking a Community Development Block Grant for the Levy County 
Broadband Planning, Engineering and Implementation Study. This CDBG is available to 
help the county as a result of the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     * A request from Levy County Road Department Administrative Coordinator Alice 
LaLonde to continue her work toward obtaining a state-funded grant agreement, and 
addendum with the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) for Design, 
Construction and CEI of the Resurfacing of County Road 341 from State Road 345 to 
U.S. Highway 19 in Levy County. This is an FDOT Small County Road Assistance 
Program project. The FDOT agrees to participate in the project cost up to the maximum 
amount of $1,719,250, according to the proposed agreement. 
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