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Mayor Drinda Merritt honored 
 

 
(from left) County Commissioner Lilly Rooks and Commission Chairman 
John Meeks look on as County Commissioner Mike Joyner presents Inglis 
Mayor Drinda Merritt with a certificate of appreciation. At the left, County 
Commissioner Rock Meeks also looks on. County Commissioner Matt 
Brooks was able to hear and speak via telephone for the meeting. Members 
of the public also could dial in to listen to the County Commission meeting, 
although for the past year this service has been less successful than the 
Williston City Council, which broadcasts its meeting live via YouTube, as 
well as offering interactions by listeners and viewers via Zoom, and other 
technology. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 17, 2021 at 2:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON—The five members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
honored outgoing Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt Tuesday (March 16) at the regular twice-
monthly County Commission meeting. 
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Posing for photos after the presentation of the framed Certificate of 
Appreciation are (from left) County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, 
Commission Chairman John Meeks, County Commissioner Mike Joyner, 
Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt and County Commissioner Rock Meeks. 

     Mayor Merritt and her husband are moving to Alabama to be with their family. 
     Four County Commission members were present at the Levy County Government 
Annex’s meeting room, which is the former Bronson High School Auditorium. Chairman 
John Meeks and commissioners Mike Joyner, Rock Meeks and Lilly Rooks were in the 
building. County Commissioner Matt Brooks attended the meeting, commented and 
voted via telephone. 
     Mayor Merritt has served 12 years now as the executive leader of Inglis government, 
striving to help the town grow and prosper, as well as to improve the quality of life 
enjoyed there by residents and visitors. 
     Chairman John Meeks was the first to say how he is heartbroken after learning about 
Merritt’s choice to not seek reelection as well as to move out of the area. Each county 
leader expressed his or her thoughts about Mayor Merritt. 
     “She’s done a fantastic job for the people of Inglis,” Chairman Meeks said. 
     Meeks shared with listeners that he knew she went to Tallahassee for days and weeks 
at a time, where she succeeded in helping the Florida Legislature know about the needs 
of Inglis, and she got results. 
     “There’s a lot of folks who go to Tallahassee and walk around,” Chairman Meeks said, 
“and they don’t get much done. But Mayor Merritt delivered the bacon. She brought 
thousands, upon thousands, upon thousands of dollars back to the city of Inglis.” 
     Among the progress she brought, he said, was the sewer needs study that has been 
conducted for Inglis. 
     Chairman Meeks said the people will miss Merritt, and that he is thankful for her 
service to the public. 
     County Commissioner Joyner said in all his years as the county commissioner whose 
district includes the city of Inglis, he has seen the level of sincerity that Mayor Merritt 
took for her duties to be inspirational for him. Her stick-to-itiveness has motivated him 
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to keep going, Joyner said of Merritt. 
     Joyner added that she sees good in everything, and he finds this to be something that 
not everyone can do. 
     “I’d ask you ‘How do you see the good in everything?’,” Joyner said, “and you’d just 
smile and say, ‘It’s there.’” 
     He added that he feels she has gone beyond what anyone could expect of her to do in 
the past 12 years, adding that he loves and respects her for who she is. 
     Via telephone, Commissioner Brooks said he thanks Mayor Merritt from the bottom 
of his heart for always lending him her ear. Brooks said Merritt’s work on legislative 
committees and her work has helped Levy County as well as Inglis. Her work with the 
Florida League of Cities is noteworthy as well, Brooks said. 
     Mayor Merritt was the Home Rule Hero of 2017, in regard to the Florida League of 
Cities, Commissioner Brooks said, but from his perspective she has been the Home Rule 
Hero every year. 
     Brooks said he will miss her, and that he is thankful for everything Merritt has done 
for the people of Inglis, Levy County and for Florida. 
     Commissioner Rooks was the first to mention a relatively amazing feat. Merritt with 
former Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss, and others, helped bring the two municipalities 
together for the betterment of everyone who lives or visits that part of southern Levy 
County. 
     Like the four County Commission members speaking before him, Commissioner 
Meeks said he is thankful to Merritt for the countless hours she dedicated to help 
people. 
     Mayor Merritt was also instrumental in the South Levy Area Market as well as the 
initiation of a possible white-water rafting attraction in southern Levy County. 


