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County Commission votes 5-0 to buy voting 
machines 

Levy County 
Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy 
Jones awaits in the 
audience before 
speaking with the 
Levy County 
Commission on 
Tuesday, when she 
explained why the 
county would 
spend a certain 
amount of money 
on machinery and 
software needed to 
conduct elections. 
The County 
Commission 

understood and voted 5-0 to approve her request. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 17, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – On a motion by Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner, seconded by 
County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, the Levy County Commission voted 5-0 Tuesday 
(March 16) to exercise the county’s option to buy certain voting machines, as requested 
by Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones. 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 

 

County Commissioner Rock Meeks and County Commissioner Lilly Rooks 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
County Commission Chair John Meeks (right) and County Commissioner 
Mike Joyner (not pictured – Commissioner Matt Brooks, although he was 
present and active via the telephone) 
 
     The other positive votes came from County Commission Chairman John Meeks, 
County Commissioner Rock Meeks and via phone County Commissioner Matt Brooks. 
     Supervisor Jones explained in detail why she wholeheartedly endorsed the purchase 
of the machines from Dominion Voting Systems Inc. (DVSI). 
     These machines were first purchased in 2014. Previously, Levy County’s voting 
equipment was serviced by DVSI. 
     Levy County never had any issues with voting totals while using the current 
equipment, Jones noted, adding that all audits and recounts conducted on the 
votes have been 100 percent accurate. 
     Why is Levy County buying equipment in 2021 when it was bought in 2014? 
     On Jones’ recommendation in 2014, the Levy County Commission in 2014 entered a 
managed service agreement with DVSI. This created less of a burden for taxpayers over 
the past eight years, Jones explained. The final payment of $38,222.16 is due by Nov. 30 
of this year to retain the hardware. 
     The total cost for the eight years of service, including this final payment for hardware 
is $435,455. If that fee had been on one budget year, it would have been more difficult 
for the county to purchase. The extended method caused no interest or added costs, 
while allowing taxpayers to pay over the years. 
     With the purchase of the hardware, at $38,222.16, there will be recurring costs 
starting in fiscal year 2021-22 of $8,970 for the total license cost on all 30 units -- with 
the unit price being $299. 
     The annual warranty to cover all 30 units is $8,250. The license and warranty costs 
for 30 units equals a total annual cost of $17,220. 
     The known cost to update batteries is $7,320. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones provided the County Commission 
members, as well as members of the media and members of the general public with facts 
showing that every vote in Levy County was tabulated and counted correctly during the 
2020 General Election. 
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     Below are seven numbered facts that were shared. 
     1. The Florida Department of State (Division of Elections) has certified every voting 
system currently used in our state. At this time there are only two certified voting system 
vendors. Those vendors are Dominion Voting Systems, Inc. and Election Systems and 
Software, ESS. 
     2. Our voting tabulation server has never been hooked to the internet or a network. 
     3. Our tabulation machines are publicly tested before each election. The public testing 
for the General Election was held on October 14, 2020. Members of the Levy County 
Canvassing Board oversee the testing process. Please note public observation is always 
encouraged. Upon completion of the testing, each piece of equipment is sealed. Test 
cards from the test will be sealed and documented as well. On Election Day, Poll 
Workers are required to check the seals before setting up any of the equipment. This 
ensures that there has been no tampering with the voting equipment. 
     4. Every Levy County voter is given a paper ballot to cast their vote on. Paper ballots 
are retained for at least 22 months. 
     5. Canvassing Board members verify all of the results on election night. 
     6. After each election an audit is conducted during a public meeting. The Canvassing 
Board will randomly select a precinct and race to audit. Early Voting, Vote by Mail, and 
Election Day ballots for that specific precinct are hand counted by Canvassing Board 
members. Results from the audit are verified to the reported results from the Official 
Certification. The public audit for the 2020 General Election was held on Nov. 16, 2020. 
Our office is pleased to say that 100% accuracy was found during the 2020 General 
Election Audit. 
     7. After every election the aggregate total number of ballots cast in each precinct as 
reported in the precinct-level election results are compared to the aggregate total 
number of voters with voter history to ensure reconciliation. Our numbers matched 
exactly. 
     “Since receiving the voting equipment in 2014,” Jones noted, “I have made it a 
priority to learn the tabulation software and hardware. I personally am responsible for 
programming the election database in order to ensure that every vote is counted. My 
staff and I are rigorously involved in the pre-testing of each piece of equipment to 
ensure that they are functioning properly. No vendor is a part of the testing process. If a 
question does arise a representative from Dominion Voting Systems Inc. will provide 
telephone support.” 
     Jones told the County Commission, further that she is currently in the final 
negotiations to purchase a system called Clear Audit. 
     Clear Audit will help take the audit process to an event greater level of verification. All 
of the ballots will be separately tabulated through an independent system as a cross 
reference. Clear Audit is the only system capable of tabulating other systems ballots to 
provide a comparison of results for the sole purpose of post-election audits. 
     The total upfront cost of this system from Clear Audit is $27,910.80. 
     “I value the concern of every voter regarding our democratic process,” Jones said. “I 
would like to mention that Florida has great election laws to help keep our elections fair 
and safe. Through my 26 years of elections experience, I’ve learned from past elections 
how to make voting in Levy County more safe and secure. I hope that I have earned 
every voter’s trust and that you can rest assured that your vote will be counted correctly 
in Levy County.” 



HardisonInk.com 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones is a former president of the statewide 
association of supervisors of elections. 
     She assured HardisonInk.com in unequivocal terms that if she saw the slightest 
glimmer of reason to suspect Dominion voting machines of not providing 100 percent 
accurate readings, she would not use them. These machines have served the voters of 
Levy County very well in the past eight years, she said, and they have another five to 
eight years of life left in them to continue accurately recording ballots. 


