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Levy County swine exhibitors 
take top honors in Showmanship at SRF 

 
Primary Division winners shown are First Place Kalee Bellamy, Second 
Place Collyns McGowan, and Third Place Abby Locke along with Swine 
Judge Bryant Oliver. 
 
Story and Photos By Terry Witt 
HardisonInk Correspondent © March 15, 2021 at 7:11 a.m. 

     FANNING SPRINGS -- Two 
sisters from Williston and a 
Chiefland girl won first place in 
swine showmanship Monday 
(March 15) at the Suwannee 
River Fair and Youth Livestock 
Show and Sale (SRF) in Fanning 
Springs. 

 
First Place Junior winner 
Carley Bellamy exhibits her 
hog for Judge Bryant Oliver. 
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Senior Division winners are First Place Regan Varnes, Second Place A.J. 
Kennedy, Third Place Burlynn Majeris along with Swine Judge Bryant 
Oliver. 
 
 
Junior 
Division 
winners are 
First Place 
Carley 
Bellamy, 
Second Place 
William 
Conquest, 
Third Place 
Riley 
Stockman 
along with 
Swine Judge 
Bryant 
Oliver. 
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The Swine Showmanship judge speaks to the audience and competitors 
as exhibitors demonstrate their skills. 
  

 
Exhibitors work with their hogs as Swine Judge Bryant Oliver watches for 
eye contact with them. 
  

     Carley Bellamy of Williston Middle FFA won first in junior showmanship, and her 
sister Kaylee Bellamy of Williston Wranglers 4-H Club won first in primary 
showmanship. Regan Varnes of Kountry Bumpkins 4-H Club (of Levy County) won first 
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in senior showmanship. 
     Showing a hog at the fair can be challenging for the most experienced exhibitors. 
Hogs often have a mind of their own and resist anything their owners want to do. Some 
are more cooperative than others. Some are better trained. 
     Swine Show Judge Bryant Oliver said he was looking for exhibitors that could show 
their hog with poise, maintain eye contact with him, stay free of the other hogs and 
exhibit the hog at different angles among other things. 
     The Bellamy sisters, when asked what makes a champion hog exhibitor, said hard 
work in advance of the show and listening to what the judge wanted were key factors. 
     Any swine exhibitor worth their salt knows that every judge is a little different in the 
way he or she evaluates how well the hog is shown. Oliver made it clear he watched how 
the exhibitor entered the show ring. It often separated first from second place finishers. 
     Carley, a seventh grader, summed up her sense of what makes a great exhibitor. 
     “It’s the want, and try, and the work put into it at home,” she said. 
     Kaylee, a home-schooled fourth grader, said she stays calm in the ring. 
     “I listen to what the judge wants and I listen and that’s it, and I do what I know what 
my parents told me to do,” she said. 
     Carley and Kaylee are the daughters of Will and Ashley Bellamy. Carley said their dad 
is in the cattle business. 
     “It’s a bunch of cows and pigs,” she said describing the family farm with a happy 
chuckle. 
     Carley has won first place in swine showmanship twice. This was Kaylee’s first time as 
the top finisher. Kaylee said she chose home-schooling because it gives her more time 
with her animals. Carley said she chose to attend Williston Middle High School “so I can 
do FFA contests.” 
     Both girls said watching and listening to the judge before they entered the show arena 
was important to winning. Carley spoke of the importance of knowing what the judge 
expects of the exhibitors. 
     “We watch him in every way before (entering the arena) to see what he wants. We 
know he wanted eye contact. We know he wanted angles and he wanted us to stay out of 
the crowd so he can see you and not everyone else and try to find you,” she said. 

Swine Showmanship Winners

Primary Division 
First Place Kaylee Bellamy of Williston 
Wranglers 4-H Club 
Second Place Collyns McGowan of 
Williston Wranglers 4-H Club 
Third Place Abby Locke of Wekiva Run 
4-H Club (Levy County). 
 
Junior Division 
First Place Carley Bellamy of Williston 
Middle FFA 
Second Place William Conquest of 
Kountry Kids 4-H Club 
Third Place Riley Stockman of Chiefland 
Middle FFA. 
 

Senior Division 
First Place Regan Varnes of Kountry 
Bumpkins 
4-H Club, Second Place A.J. Kennedy of 
Kountry Kids 4-H Club 
Third Place Burlynne Majeris of 
Chiefland Sr. FFA. 


