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Space Plants Prove 
Spring Is Here 

 
 

Flowers abound in the Tri-
County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties. Purple flower 
plants that are tall and have 
barbs on their leaves have been 
tagged as 'Space Plants' by one 
North Central Florida journalist 
who is a native of St. Petersburg. 
 

 
Another 'space plant' that has not 
appeared much yet is a tall 
yellow-flowing stalk.  
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Meanwhile, the calendar shows the 
first day of spring to be March 20 in 
2021, Flowers in Florida don't look 
at calendars. Roadside phlox (Phlox 
drummondii) is an annual that is 
not native to Florida, but widely 
planted on roadsides throughout the 
northern half of the state. It is native 
to Texas. The species is a flowering 
plant in the genus Phlox of the 
family Polemoniaceae. Those are the 
purple, blue, red and white (and 
some other colors) in these photos. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the 
other flowers in 
this set are 
azaleas. 
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Another flower seen in this batch is a tall, slender-stalked plant with a small purple 
flower. 
 

 
Another one is perhaps 'ragweed,' the yellow bushy plants. Maybe this is not actually 
ragweed. 
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And while some number of flowers and plants that were photographed were excluded 
from this publishing venture, there is this single shot of what may be red fennel -- or it 
may just be reddish grass. There is some certainty about one flower in Florida. The 
official flower of Florida is the orange blossom (Citrus sinensis), which was designated 
as the official state flower of Florida in 1909. Florida was admitted into the United 
States on March 3, 1845, after it had previously been known as the Florida Territory for 
a while. The state's history goes farther back than that. For instance, St. Augustine is a 
city on the Atlantic coast of northeastern Florida. It was founded in 1565 by Spanish 
explorers. It is the oldest continuously-inhabited European-established settlement in 
the contiguous United States of America. However, even before the explorers founded 
it as a city, there were native Floridians in the state, and they comprised several tribes 
in this part of the world. 
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