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Dixie County thanks individuals 
in business and education 

 
The former Dixie County High School gymnasium provided lots of space for 
listening and dining. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 12, 2021 at 1:11 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – More than 100 people gathered in the former Dixie High School 
Gymnasium (the Dolphus Peppers Jr. Gymnasium) on Thursday afternoon (March 11) 
for the 16th Annual Dixie County Education-Business Partnership Luncheon. 
  

 Dixie County 
School Board 
Vice 
Chairman 
Paul Gainey 
welcomes 
everyone to 
the event. 
Vice 
Chairman 
Ganey 
mentioned as 
did Dixie 
County 
Education 
Foundation President Carol West that this county’s schools provide a 
quality learning environment by providing opportunities through 
educational planning and community partnerships that ensures student 
success, in whatever those students do after graduating high school. 
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Dixie County High School Band Teacher and Director William Malloy (at 
left) sits with some members of the Dixie County High School Band -- Riggs 
Ross, Dell Howell, Wade Roberts, Seth Miner, Cole Johnson and Thomas 
Allen. This group of musicians performed at the luncheon. 
 

 
Superintendent of Schools Mike Thomas served as emcee for the event this 
year and he is seen here welcoming everyone to the luncheon. 
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People stand in line for the lunch – served cafeteria style. 
 

 
Fried chicken was the main course as seen on this plate. 
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Desserts were plentiful at the luncheon, including a whole table covered 
with banana pudding. 
 
     Fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, macaroni and cheese, rolls and other food 
was on the menu. 
     Beyond the lunch part of the luncheon, though, Dixie County Superintendent of 
Schools Mike Thomas brought the guests and honorees through a wonderful program 
that honored members of the education profession, certain students, and partners in 
education from the business community. 
     Dixie County School Board Vice Chairman Paul Gainey welcomed everyone to the 
event, as he mentioned that School Board Chairman Tim Alexander was unable to 
attend this year. 
     Other members of the Dixie County School Board are Lacey Corbin, Chuck Farmer 
and Cheryl Pridgeon. 
    Thomas recognized local elected officials who were present, and he recognized the 
principals of all of the schools, the retired Dixie County educators who were present and 
members of the Dixie County Education Foundation who were present for the luncheon. 
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TOP EMPLOYEES 

 
Johnny Geathers of Anderson Elementary School, the 2020-2021 Dixie 
County School-Related Employee of the Year, stands and is recognized 
moments before joining other contenders for the top honors. 

     Of the six individuals selected from the two elementary schools, the one middle 
school, one high school, the transportation department and from the district level, 
Johnny Geathers of Anderson Elementary School was selected as the 2020-2021 Dixie 
County School-Related Employee of the Year. 
     The other contenders were Old Town Elementary School – Barbara Archer; Ruth 
Rains Middle School – Pauline Mills; Dixie County High School – Tammy Kelly; 
Transportation – Tonya Harding; and District Level – Lyndell Howell. 
     Each of the six top employees of the year stood as Superintendent of Schools Thomas 
read the reasons for their selection as the best in their part of the Dixie County Public 
School System. 
     Geathers, a dynamic member of the Anderson Elementary School staff, was noted for 
supporting everyone with whom he works. He is a beloved man who is the familiar face 
that staff and students look to every day. He opens his days, Thomas said, praying for 
safety and peace. 
     “He’s devoted 35 years (in public service within the Dixie County School District) and 
he is still going strong,” Thomas said. 
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2020-2021 Dixie County School-Related Employees of the Year -- Johnny 
Geathers of Anderson Elementary School, and Old Town Elementary School 
– Barbara Archer; Ruth Rains Middle School – Pauline Mills; Dixie County 
High School – Tammy Kelly; Transportation – Tonya Harding; and District 
Level – Lyndell Howell; and Dixie County Superintendent of Schools Mike 
Thomas; and Carol West, president of the Dixie County Education 
Foundation and Betty Durham, pause for a photo opportunity. West said 
these people are ‘where the rubber meets the road’ as they provide essential 
support for students, faculty and administrators in educating the children 
and adults of Dixie County. 
 
     Geathers who was hired in 1985 has worked with dedication and kindness under the 
leadership of four different principals, Thomas said. 
     Thomas shared information about the man’s wife, daughters and grandchildren. He 
mentioned that he greets students by asking them what is in their backpack, and before 
they can answer he says “You’ve got an education in there. Go get it.” 
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TOP 
TEACHERS 
 
Dixie County 
High School 
2020-2021 
Teacher of the 
Year and Dixie 
County School 
District 
Teacher of the 
Year Jennifer 
Driggers stands 
and is 
recognized just 
before joining 
her colleagues 
who are 
teachers of the 
year from the 
other schools. 
 
 
Flanked on the 
left and right by 
Dixie County 
Education 
Foundation 
President Carol 
West and Dixie 
County 
Superintendent 
of Schools Mike 
Thomas 
respectively are 
the four Dixie 
County 2020-
2021 Teachers 
of the Year -- 
from Anderson 
Elementary 
School – Monica Anguish; from Old Town Elementary School - Julie Corbin; 
from Ruth Rains Middle School - Tonya Walker; and from Dixie County 
High School and the Dixie County District Teacher of the Year Jennifer 
Driggers. 
 
     The four Dixie County 2020-2021 Teachers of the Year were each introduced by a 
student who read why those education professionals were chosen as the best from their 
schools. 
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     Those teachers and the students who introduced them are from Anderson 
Elementary School – Monica Anguish, introduced by Kindyn McKenzie of the first 
grade; from Old Town Elementary School - Julie Corbin, introduced by Aubree 
McQueen of the second grade; from Ruth Rains Middle School - Tonya Walker, 
introduced by Brooklynn Watson of the sixth grade; and from Dixie County High School 
and the Dixie County School District Teacher of the Year - Jennifer Driggers, introduced 
by Breanna Dyals of the twelfth grade. 
     The superintendent of schools spoke about each of the teachers of the year in a 
similar manner as he spoke about the top school-related employees of the year. 
     Dixie County District 2020-2021 Teacher of the Year Driggers became a registered 
nurse and worked at Shands and UF Health in Gainesville, Thomas said as he spoke 
about her. Driggers worked in the healthcare industry for 13 years before becoming a 
teacher, Thomas said. 
     Driggers started at DCHS in 2015 as a health science teacher, Thomas said, where she 
now teaches students in ninth through twelfth grades in four different levels of 
healthcare-related subjects. 
     During their senior year of healthcare education, Thomas said, DCHS students 
complete their education and training to take state board certification tests to become 
Certified Nurse Assistants. 
     Thomas said this teacher is one reason that so many students from Dixie County 
continue their lives after high school as members of the professional healthcare 
community. 
     “She (Driggers) demonstrates all of the qualities that make an exemplary teacher,” 
Thomas said. “We are glad to have this amazing teacher at Dixie County High School. 
And we are extremely proud of her accomplishments.” 
 

BUSINESS INTERESTS 
 

Frank Durabi, an environmental engineer who is president of Durabi and 
Associates, is seen here with Dixie County Superintendent of Schools Mike 
Thomas as he accepts a framed certificate to honor his contributions to 
education through his business. 
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The Dixie County 2020-2021 Business Partner of the Year honored by the 
Dixie County School District is Cross City Lumber LLC. Seen here are Cross 
City Lumber Owner Daniel Dickert, President Wes Grant and Sales 
Manager Jeffrey Koschatzky. The lumber mill was noted for its many 
donations to help the students and school district, including the vocational 
education benefits provided by partnering with the school district. 
 
     Also, during the luncheon, there were guest speakers, which included career and 
technical education students Kyndal Bussard, Jadie Driggers, Veronica Rigby, Railee 
McKenzie, and Kylah Wright. 
     Under the direction of Dixie County High School Band Teacher and Director William 
Malloy, there was music performed by some certain members of the Dixie County High 
School Band -- Riggs Ross, Dell Howell, Wade Roberts, Seth Miner, Cole Johnson and 
Thomas Allen. 


