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County Commission questions 
John Deere Finance demand 
• New Hart Park manager hired 
• Barbecue contest set for October 

 
County Administrator Bobby Crosby listens as County Attorney David M. 
Lang Jr. tells the Gilchrist County Commission about John Deer Finance’s 
demand for contract disputes to be settled in Illinois rather than Florida. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 1, 2021 at 10:11 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY – Gilchrist County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. asked the 
County Commission late Monday afternoon (March 1) about how they want to deal with 
a contract issue with John Deere Finance. 
     John Deere Headquarters is in Moline, Illinois. Although Gilchrist County in previous 
purchase contracts has simply drawn a line through the part that says Illinois is the state 
for settling dispute, and entering “Florida,” John Deere Finance told Lang that is not 
acceptable. 
     After some discussion, the Gilchrist County commission, comprised of Chairwoman 
Sharon Akins Langford (District 1), Vice Chairman William “Bill” Martin (District 2), 
Darrell Smith (District 3), Marion Poitevint (District 4) and Kenrick Thomas (District 
5), voted 5-o to have attorney Lang explain why this is a practice in contracts that 
Gilchrist County wants to continue. 
     County Administrator Bobby Crosby told the commissioners that the county can get 
the John Deere Road Grader it is buying financed by another source, however John 
Deere Finance (JDF) is letting the county buy the grader over four years with no 
interest. Part of the discussion showed everyone agreed the company is well-respected 
and trustworthy, and that there may be no contractual disputes; however, there was 
concern expressed that if JDF does this, it may set a precedent for the future. 



HardisonInk.com 
     There was mention of buying a different grader from a different company, but that 
lasted about one sentence long. 
     The county is leasing a few Caterpillar graders, and County Administrator Crosby has 
explained how leasing is more cost-effective currently rather than purchasing. 
     If JDF demands to hold Moline, Illinois, as the center for resolution of contract 
disputes, there is intimation that Gilchrist County will simply concede. 
 

 
Recently promoted, Hart Springs Park Manager Bryan Freeman speaks 
from the podium to the County Commission on Monday (March 1). 
 
     On another matter in a relatively light meeting Monday evening, there was a 5-0 vote 
of approval to accept County Administrator Crosby’s recommendation upgrade Bryan 
Freeman to make him the Hart Springs Park Manager. 
     Freeman has an extensive background as service as the assistant park manager and 
he has shown many reasons for the promotion, Crosby explained in some detail. After 
that 5-o vote, County Clerk Todd Newton asked the County Commission if it was going 
to vote to give this new department head a county credit card. 
     Within seconds another 5-0 vote completed that action. 
     Tourist Development Council Director Donna Creamer, County Administrator Crosby 
and Hart Springs Park Manager Freeman shared with the commissioners information 
about a barbecue contest planned for Hart Springs Park. 
     The Barbecue Association of Florida has planned a welcome dinner for Oct. 15 and 
the contest is planned to be on Oct. 16. For $15, people can taste all of the barbecue 
contest entrants’ works and judge which ones they like best. There are going to be more 
details about this event released closer to the contest. 
     The Gilchrist County Rotary Club is said to be involved as the group who are 
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presenting the awards. 
     In another county park-oriented matter, the County Commission voted 5-0 to accept 
VanTek as the vendor of parking meters to be installed at Santa Fe Park. Parking will 
cost $5 a day on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The meters can be paid with cash or 
credit cards. 
     The first year estimated cost for the machines is $1,140. Commissioners expect to 
recoup that expense and then to help pay for some of the park operational costs with 
money from the meters. 

IN OTHER NEWS 
     ● Gilchrist County Emergency Management Director Ralph Smith, like the 
commissioners, are aware of some roads flooding due to the Suwannee River and Santa 
Fe River being high right now. 
     ● Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz and County Commissioner Smith and 
County Administrator Crosby have met recently. Commissioner Smith said he 
anticipates being able to bring the County Commission up-to-date with Gilchrist County 
Jail matters in April. 
     ● A workshop to discuss Gilchrist County Land Development Regulations and the 
Comprehensive Growth Management Plan is scheduled for 3 p.m. on March 29 at the 
County Commission Building. The front door to that meeting room was locked up until 
just a few minutes before the start of the meeting on March 1, when that meeting started 
at approximately 4 p.m. Also, despite 33 Gilchrist County residents dying and 65 
Gilchrist County residents being hospitalized from COVID-19 in the past 12 months, 
only one person (a journalist) was wearing a face mask at the March 1 meeting. There 
are no designations in that small meeting room to show six-foot spacing. Members of 
the public are advised now about that scene. 


