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American Legion helps LARC 

 
(from left) American Legion Riders 236 Director Chris Sapp, American Legion 

Post 236 Commander Kenneth ‘Ken’ Cottrell, a Rider and Auxiliary member 

Melinda Burke, American Legion Sons 236 Commander Aric Eschbach and 

American Legion Auxiliary 236 President Laurie Tate hold the actual $1,100 check 

presented to the Levy Association for Retarded Citizens during a ceremony 

Saturday night (Feb. 6). American Legion Post 236 generated the money via a 

fundraising chili contest on Jan. 9. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 7, 2021 at 8:11 a.m. 

     LEVY COUNTY – It was a dark and stormy Saturday night (Feb. 6) outside of America 

Legion Post 236, just south of Bronson. 

 

 

Seen with the big $1,100 

check here are American 

Legion Riders 236 

Director Chris Sapp, 

American Legion Post 236 

Commander Kenneth 

‘Ken’ Cottrell, a Rider and 

Auxiliary member 

Melinda Burke, American 

Legion Sons 236 

Commander Aric 

Eschbach, American 

Legion Auxiliary 236 

President Laurie Tate, and 

from LARC – Executive 

Director Lisa Daniels, Linda Eschbach, Kathy Eschbach and Stephen Eschbach. 
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     The stormy weather was so intense that the National Weather Service issued a tornado watch 

from 4 p.m. that afternoon until 7 a.m. Sunday (today, Feb. 7) in Levy County and some other 

parts of North Central Florida. 

     It was relatively cold outside Bronson that night, too, with a temperature at 56 degrees 

Fahrenheit. 

     The warmth of compassion for others inside the multipurpose room that night, however, was 

heralded by a check presentation to an organization that benefits some of those people who are 

among the least able to care for themselves. And that brief ceremony captured some of the good 

actions happening in the world today. 

     Leaders of American Legion 236 presented a check for $1,100 to representatives from the 

Levy Association for Retarded Citizens (LARC) during a ceremony that night. The ceremony 

commenced at about 6 p.m. Saturday, two hours after the start of the tornado watch. It was 

rainy, windy and cold outside, but inside the multipurpose room, it was dry, calm and 

comfortably warm. 

     The military service organization had raised money during a chili cookoff on at the post on 

Jan. 9. The cost to enter a chili in the contest was $10. 

     Veterans gave to help a particular group – LARC. 

     LARC was founded in 1975. Located at 351 S.W. State Road 24 in the town of Otter Creek, the 

association now serves 18 clients with its six staff members, LARC Executive Director Lisa 

Daniels said. Daniels fills the vacancy created after Betty Stockton Walker (April 17, 1946 – Feb. 

25, 2019) passed away. 

     Walker, a Chiefland native who was also mayor of the city of Chiefland at the time of her 

death, was legendary for her service to the clients of LARC. 

     LARC helps its clients learn to be more self-reliant as well as providing other support for their 

families. 

     In 2020, LARC suffered from the impact of the global COVID-19 pandemic, because two of 

the main fundraisers for the association did not happen. The Ride To Provide and the Wild Hog 

Canoe Race were halted as a method to help reduce the spread of the deadly virus. 

     The Ride to Provide was established in 2006 by members of the Levy County law 

enforcement community and friends, especially now-retired LCSO Lt. Sean Mullins. In 2019, 

Crystal River Harley Davidson sponsored it, but there has been no information about The Ride 

To Provide happening in 2021. 

     Wild Hog Canoe Race President Keith Maynard recently said April 17 is the day of the race 

this year, and he intends to keep HardisonInk.com apprised of that progress. 

     As for the chili contest by American Legion Post 236 on Jan. 6, it was open to everyone, 

because it was part of a membership drive. To be a member of the American Legion, all that is 

required is to have served in the United States military since 1941 and have an honorable 

discharge. 

     American Legion Post 236 (Billy Landrum Memorial Post) of Levy County is located just 

outside of Bronson on U.S. Alt. 27. 

     American Legion Post 236 used to be in Williston, and it marked its 70th birthday last year 

(2020). Founded on Nov. 21, 1950, American Legion Post 236 was previously located across the 

street from the Williston High School football field. It was a small building on a quarter-acre of 

land. The post is known as the Billy Landrum Memorial Post in honor of the World War II 

veteran with that name. 

     The relatively new canteen multi-purpose building on the grounds near Bronson today is 
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named in honor of United States Army PFC Jamie Page of Bronson, who was 23 when he was 

killed in a roadside bombing in Afghanistan in 2010. The post is now at 9550 U.S. Alt. 27 – just 

outside of Bronson on the way to Williston. The post has been at its current location for more 

than 10 years now. 

     This is the only American Legion post in Levy County, and the members recently voted to 

name it American Legion of Levy County, although the National American Legion organization 

always will list it as American Legion of Williston, because that is where it was founded. The 

post would love to have more members. American Legion Post 236, its Auxiliary, and the Sons of 

the American Legion as well as the American Legion Riders all meet at the post. 

     To contact American Legion Post 236 by phone, call 352-486-5003. 


