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Commission considers roads 

and Santa Fe Park  
Progress continues on Gilchrist County Jail 

 
Listening to Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby on Monday (Feb. 1) are 

(from left) County Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, County Commissioner Marion 

Poitevint, County Commission Chairman Sharon A. Langford, County 

Commissioner Darrell Smith and County Commissioner Bill Martin. 
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     TRENTON – The five-member Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners worked 

with the county administrator, county attorney and county clerk late Monday afternoon (Feb. 1) 

as they considered several road issues and started forming more guidelines for Santa Fe Park, as 

well as completing other important county business. 

     Those five commissioners are Sharon A. Langford (District 1), William “Bill” Martin (District 

2), Darrell Smith (District 3), Marion Poitevint (District 4) and Kenrick Thomas (District 5). 

     Passing a resolution to tell Gov. Ron DeSantis that Gilchrist County wants the state to 

exercise the “No Build” option regarding the M-CORES projects is one road-oriented issue. 

     Dealing with the sale of one road grader and the lease of three other graders is another road 

issue. 

     Requesting qualifications from companies for consideration as being contractors for road-

striping projects is another matter with which the five people reached agreement. All votes on 

Monday were unanimous. 

     Sending the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) requests for two road projects to 

be paid for by the FDOT Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) and FDOT Small 

County Outreach Program (SCOP) state grants is road-oriented. 

     And the five-person county board listened to the first draft of rules regarding Santa Fe Park. 

     Still another issue relates to Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz and the Gilchrist County 

Jail. County Administrator Bobby Crosby and County Commissioner Thomas plan to meet with 

Sheriff Schultz regarding discussion of the county funding construction of a new jail or for 
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staffing it, as best as could be understood from the conversation at the County Commission 

meeting Monday. 

NO BUILD 

     Like many of the counties potentially affecting by building a toll road through it, Gilchrist 

County does not want the road built. 

     Commissioner Thomas was the lone member who said anything other than not wanting it 

built, and he voted with the other four to send a resolution to Gov. DeSantis. 

     Thomas mentioned his recognition of the population growth in Florida causing a need for 

another significant north-south throughway, especially in the event of the need for evacuation 

due to hurricanes. 

     Nevertheless, adopted 5-0 on Feb. 1, Gilchrist County resolution Number 2021-02 opposes 

the FDOT’ M-CORES 

Suncoast Connector proposed by the Florida Legislature (Florida Senate Bill 7068) and signed 

into law by DeSantis. 

     Gilchrist County requests acceptance of the “No Build to, or through Gilchrist County. 

     The noted reasons for the choice include that: 

     ● Gilchrist County places great value on the community’s cultural, historical, agricultural and 

environmental resources and the role these attributes play in sustaining the community’s rural 

lifestyle and heritage; and 

     ● The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners support economic development and 

job creation that is invested in the community’s lifestyle, culture and heritage; that grows 

“organically”; that creates sustainable, non-minimum wage jobs, and that builds wealth over 

time; and 

     ● Gilchrist County is among the counties included in the proposed Suncoast Connector Toll 

Road; and 

     ● Gilchrist County is known worldwide for its beautiful, pristine, crystal clear springs and 

promotes itself through its Tourist Development Council as the “Springs Capital of the World”; 

and 

     ● Gilchrist County is bordered on the west by the world famous Suwannee River and on the 

north by the beautiful Santa Fe River; and 

     ● Both the springs and rivers are natural treasures which Gilchrist County promotes both for 

eco-tourism and for the enjoyment of all of its citizens and the citizens of the State of Florida 

and nationally; and 

     ● The residents of Gilchrist County and the Board of County Commissioners value the 

environmental assets in the county, including the springs along the Suwannee and Santa Fe 

Rivers, such as Fanning Springs across the county line in neighboring Levy County, and Otter 

Springs, Hart Springs, Sun Springs, Rock Bluff Springs, Ginnie Springs, and Blue Springs, to 

name just a few of the numerous other springs all located in Gilchrist County, all of which 

provide valuable habitat for wildlife and ecological resources; and 

     ● The residents of Gilchrist County and the County Commission value the agricultural assets 

in the county, including the rural land put to work in the agriculture industry, which land has for 

generations been worked hard by farmers and ranchers in the timber, peanut, watermelon, 

cattle, and other agricultural commodities industries, which could be seriously degraded and a 

valuable part of the culture and heritage of Gilchrist County detrimentally affected by the 

Suncoast Connector Toll Road project through Gilchrist County; and 

     ● U.S. Highway 19 runs along a portion of the border between Gilchrist County and Levy 

County through the Town of Fanning Springs, near and across the Suwannee River into Dixie 
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County, where the three counties share the Suwannee River as a common boundary, and U.S. 19 

is located very near to Fanning Springs and the Suwannee River, and it is believed that further 

expansion, transition, or utilization of U.S. 19 as a part of the Suncoast Connector Toll Road 

would have a serious and detrimental effect upon these water bodies at this location; and 

     ● The established route of U.S. 19 exceeds current traffic flow needs and is well within 

acceptance levels of service standards to provide anticipated future needs for many years to 

come, such that the proposed Suncoast Connector Toll Road is not supported by the needs of the 

State of Florida; and 

     ● The Gilchrist County Commission has received substantial input expressing the desire of a 

“No Build” option for the Suncoast Connector Toll Road. 

     Therefore, the County Commission resolved that to protect Gilchrist County’s historical, 

agricultural, environmental, ecological, and rural lifestyle and heritage, and the quality of life of 

its residents, the commissioners support adoption of a “No Build” option. 

     Furthermore, the Gilchrist County Commission requests DeSantis, the Florida Department of 

Transportation, and the Florida Legislature to avoid proposing or funding any new limited 

access roadways or turnpikes to or through Gilchrist County without adequate consideration of 

the public’s wishes, gathered through adequate public input and without a properly identified 

route early in the process. 

PAVING AND RESURFACING 

     While the County Commission opposes the governor’s pet project in this part of Florida, the 

county commissioners spoke at length about various roads that may be resurfaced or paved with 

help from FDOT SCRAP and SCOP. 

     Finalization on which roads to prioritize to the state this year is anticipated at the next 

meeting, because the state needs the request by March. 

     During the first of two periods for open public comment, one woman from the Wannee Boat 

Ramp area of the county said she lives next to the Suwannee River. Southwest 10th Street for a 

two-mile stretch going to Gilchrist County Road 232 needs to be paved due to safety, she said. 

The lime rock road has poor drainage and ingress and egress into and out of the area is not 

adequate, she said. 

     Commissioners acknowledged hearing her statements. 

ROAD GRADERS 

     The County Commission agreed to accept sealed bids from local bidders as the County 

Commission sells a 2006 Caterpillar model 135H road grader it owns. The minimum starting 

bid is $30,000. When it was brand new 14 years ago, it cost about $143,000, according to 

records. 

     Gilchrist County Road Department Director Lou Leone recommended the sale via bid or 

auction because the county replaced it with a newer model. 

     In another 5-0 positive vote, the County Commission agreed to renew leases on three 

Caterpillar road graders for $107,629.98 a year from Ring Investment LLC. 

     County Administrator Crosby told the Commission that he has conducted the research and it 

is cheaper to lease rather than buy road graders. He is pleased to see in the renewal contracts 

that the mathematics show leasing as the best option. 

SANTA FE PARK 

     Reviewing the first draft of some rules for Santa Fe Park, the commissioners spoke with 

County Administrator Crosby. 

     The tentative opening time will be 6 a.m. and the park will close one half-hour before sunset 

each day. 
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     There are some ideas about fees to use the park by people who are not Gilchrist County 

residents. There was discussion, too, about commercial use of the park potentially by a few 

outfitters other than the county’s franchisee – Anderson Outdoor Adventures. 

     If other commercial users were allowed, they would be limited and they would pay a certain 

annual fee, regardless of whether they used the facility for the full year or just part of the year. 

     Dogs will be on leashes, according to the first draft. 

     There was discussion about qualifications of a person or couple and the quality of RV they 

would need to be resident attendants for the park. 

     Crosby’s first draft included parking rules, too, that would call for no more allowing of 

vehicles to park on right-of-way, and that violating vehicles would be towed at owners’ expense. 

     The county administrator accepted input from the commissioners and plans to return with a 

revised draft for more discussion and possible approval. 

COVID-19 

     The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners are lax about exercising methods to 

reduce people catching or spreading COVID-19, in contrast even with county commissions in 

Dixie County and Levy County. 

     In Dixie County and Levy County, members of the audience are shown places that are 

designated as six feet apart. In Levy County tape is on the back of certain chairs to indicate that 

is where to sit. 

     In Dixie County, the chairs are actually six feet apart and a person cannot sit in one not 

designated for that purpose, even if they were so inclined. 

     Free masks are available at a desk before the entrance to the County Commission meeting 

room. Audience members are not using them, and neither is county staff, the county 

commission the clerk or his deputy clerk. 

     All three counties’ leaders are ignoring for the most part the guidelines to help reduce the 

negative impact of COVID-19 on the health and economy of the county, the state, the nation and 

the world. 

     Those guidelines are to wear masks in public, adhere to social distancing, practice proper 

hand hygiene, and avoid indoor gatherings whenever possible. 

     One western Levy County resident said she recently heard COVID-19 affects only the elderly. 

     This is not correct. While the odds for hospitalization and death increase with age, infants, 

children, teens and middle-aged people are all suffering adverse effects – including death. 

     So far, very few infants have died with COVID-19 in the United States. Strict hospital protocol 

is cited as a leading cause for there being fewer infant deaths, according to published reports 

based on research by doctors and medical examiners. 


