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Local Vets Donate To Help Reduce 

Veteran Suicides 

 
6th District Commander of American Legion Kurt Gies (left) shakes hands with 

AmVets Post Cmdr. Jim Hess of Chiefland at the post, which is north of Chiefland 

on U.S. Highway 19. This hand-shaking was late Saturday morning (Feb. 28), 

moments after Gies accepted a $2,400 check. Gies also is the commander of 

American Legion Hugh T. Gregory Post 63, which is in Winter Garden (Orange 

County). This check, Gies said, will be spent 100 percent on preventing suicide by 

veterans. He spoke to the group of veterans and guests about a program to help 

reduce the mental anguish of post-traumatic stress, which some veterans suffer 

after seeing their friends killed in battle. Cmdr. Hess said the $2,400 was raised by 

AmVets 42 Riders, the Combat Vets Motorcycle Association and American Legion 

383 of Old Town. This $2,400 is in honor of the late David Petty and the late Scott 

Elmore, two local veterans, Hess said. Petty’s friends know that he always worked 

to help prevent veterans from committing suicide. Gies said the VA has 

determined there is an average of 22 veteran who kill themselves each day in the 

United States. He mentioned that a group is raising awareness of this ongoing 

death toll to veterans. That group was in Gainesville while he spoke at the AmVets 

Post 42 in Chiefland on Saturday. He spent about 20 minutes, too, speaking about 

a new method to coach veterans to help them separate their memories of 

traumatic instances from the way those memories are affecting them emotionally. 

He shared several success stories from this relatively new method. In closing, Gies 

said, ‘Thanks’ to the people and organizations who donated to this worthy cause. 
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American Legion 383 Commander Mike Hutto tells listeners that he became 

familiar with the organization that Cmdr. Gies is going to give the check to, when 

he was at the American Legion Summer Convention three or four years ago. Since 

then, Cmdr. Hutto said, that group has evolved. Like Cmdr. Hess and Cmdr. Gies, 

Cmdr. Hutto said he is glad to be part of this effort to stop veterans from killing 

themselves. The telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 

1-800-273-8255. The emergency number is 9-1-1. 
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