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Three trees are planted in 
Manatee Springs State Park 
 

 
Seen here (from left) are Forester Joseph MacKenzie, Colleen Ward, Bryan 
Summerlin, Gary Bonestell, Tom Kinner, Park Manager Mebane Cory-
Ogden and Administrative Assistant Azie Pickern prepare to plant three 
trees at Manatee Springs State Park on Friday (Feb. 19). 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- Levy County and Gilchrist County Forester Joseph MacKenzie, 
Barbara L. Edmonds, Horticulture PA, UF/IFAS Extension Levy County, as well as 
Manatee Springs State Park staff and volunteers planted three trees during the 2021 
Arbor Day celebration on Feb. 19. 
     Many holidays bring awareness to events of historical significance. 
     Florida has celebrated Arbor Day since 1886 and has one of the first Arbor Day 
celebrations in the nation, on the third Friday in January, according to the University of 
Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). Over 200 communities 
in Florida celebrate Arbor Day, either as a stand-alone event or in conjunction with 
some other occasion, UF/IFAS has noted. 
     “Arbor Day is a unique national holiday focusing on the future. As trees reach full 
potential, they provide social, environmental and economic benefits for future 
generations,” MacKenzie said. 
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Levy County and Gilchrist County Forester Joseph MacKenzie (left) speaks 
to the other people planting trees in the state park. 
 
     Budding “green thumbs” and experienced gardeners mentioned several benefits of 
trees, such as providing shade, creating oxygen as a byproduct of photosynthesis, 
offering a food source, displaying seasonal beauty, capturing rainfall, providing wildlife 
with habitat and buffering sound. 
     The celebration and planting of three trees in Manatee Springs State Park was on Feb. 
19, which was the third Friday in February. 
     “Using the Florida-Friendly Landscaping principle, Right Plant, Right Place, native 
trees adapted to North Florida climate were identified,” Edmonds said. “We narrowed 
the list to those adapted to well-drained soils and tolerant of partial shade. Lastly, trees 
that provide seed, berry, pollen or nectar were given preference.” 
     Edmonds worked with Park Manager Mebane Cory-Ogden, Park Services Specialist 
Bryan Summerlin, and Administrative Assistant Azie Pickern to identify site goals, as 
well as a “wish list” of tree attributes, and to coordinate with the Florida Forest Service 
for sourcing trees. 
     This event was successful and fun because of the wonderful volunteers who helped 
plant the trees, Edmonds said. 
     “These partnerships with UF/IFAS Extension and forestry adds another layer,” Park 
Manager Cory-Ogden said, “to the opportunity to educate.” 
     Manatee Springs State Park welcomes more 174,000 visitors annually. 
     To learn more about Manatee Springs State Park, please visit the website 
at https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/manatee-springs-
state-park. 
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