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Hundreds more Levy Countians 
are vaccinated against COVID-19 

 
Emergency 
Response Official 
Rob Jean-Michel, 
a Licensed 
Practical Nurse 
from the Region 
Three IMT – 
Tactical Branch, 
is among the 
many nurses and 
other 
professionals 
who have been 
helping 
Floridians 
become 

vaccinated against COVID-19. The Orlando resident said he prefers indoor 
inoculation events because it gets hot outdoors. Four weeks ago, he was 
among the team at the Bronson office of the Florida Department of Health. 
On Wednesday (Feb. 24), he was in the former football field of the old 
Bronson High School. Wherever he must go, Jean-Michel said he is ready, 
willing and able to save lives ‘one shot at a time.’ 

 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 25, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – Seven hundred more Levy Countians on Wednesday (Feb. 24) 
received either their first dose or their second dose of the Moderna vaccine against 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus 
Disease 2019). 
  

Levy County Emergency 
Management Director 
John MacDonald 
recognizes a masked 
journalist as the 
photographer passes in 
a vehicle out of the gate 
– now with the second of 
two shots completed. 
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The line of cars and other vehicles flows along. First, the patients confirmed 
with FDOH personnel that they were on time for their appointed 
vaccinations. Then there was a tent for review of the consent form signed by 
all patients. 
 

 
Another big tent included several nurses applying vaccines while support 
staff marked each vehicle with the time of day if the shot. Then, there was 
parking in the observation area, where people were watched to assure they 
did not suffer adverse reactions to the vaccine. 
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Behind these cars is the former stadium seating for Bronson High School 
football fans. Years ago, one of Wednesday’s shot recipients gathered 
information from that press box. Meanwhile, later that day in conversation, 
some grads from the old BHS said it saddened them to see the former 
seating as it deteriorates from time of unuse. 
 
     More than half a million Americans have died from COVID-19 so far, according to the 
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
     In Florida alone, as of Wednesday, there were more than 30,000 individuals who 
died from COVID-19, according to the Florida Department of Health (FDOH). 
     The Moderna vaccine against COVID-19 is among the vaccines that may prevent 
people from catching the disease. 
     COVID-19 is caused by a coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2. It is a unique virus that has 
not been seen before, according to the CDC. This virus causes a predominantly 
respiratory illness that can affect other organs as well. Symptoms may appear from two 
to 14 days after exposure. 
     Since the onset of the global pandemic, revision of methods using ventilators in 
hospitals has saved more lives, although not everyone can be saved from death caused 
by COVID-19. 
     A person can be infected with COVID-19 and not show symptoms. While they have no 
symptoms, those individuals can still be able to pass the disease on to another person, 
the CDC and FDOH have noted. 
     For one year now, the FDOH has repeated a Public Health Advisory -- Residents are 
advised to wear masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces 
and close contact. 
     The Moderna vaccine takes two doses, administered about four weeks apart. While 
the patient is immunized within two weeks after the second dose, the FDOH still advises 
those humans to wear masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed 
spaces and close contact. 
     As for progress in Florida regarding the vaccination program against COVID-19, 
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almost three million people have been vaccinated in Florida as of Feb. 24 at 9 a.m., 
according to the FDOH. 
     The drive-through vaccination program on Wednesday was at the former Bronson 
High School Football Field. There was a line of cars and other vehicles that went 
through the process with relative ease and speed. 
     The FDOH, Levy County Emergency Management and the Florida National Guard 
ran a very smooth operation, including through the 15-minute or 30-minute waiting 
period of observation after the vaccines were administered. Some people were 
designated for a 30-minute observation due to health issues. 
     Among the 700 Levy County residents being vaccinated was HardisonInk.com owner 
and publisher Jeff M. Hardison. He received his second shot that day. 
     “The only side effect I felt from the first shot,” Hardison said, “was a feeling as if 
someone with a small fist had punched me in my arm. The side effects from the second 
dose were very much like I heard from other people who had their second dose.” 
     Hardison was inoculated at 9:30 a.m. on Feb. 24. By 10 p.m. that day, he had a 
“fever” of 98.7 degrees Fahrenheit. 
     “My normal body temperature is 97.6 degrees Fahrenheit,” he said. “So, my 
perception that I had a fever was proved correct by a digital thermometer.” 
     He went to bed. He woke up at various points in the night, not feeling 100 percent 
well as he had chills and some aches. 
     “I woke up at 6 a.m. this morning (Feb. 25),” he said. “Apparently the fever had 
subsided and I was not feeling too bad. I was a tiny bit sketchy. This would not be a day 
for selling ads, but I knew I could write and edit.” 
     The journalist said he has heard from fewer than a dozen people who have had the 
second shot. From that sampling, he is glad to be among the people who feel only slight 
side effects after the second shot. 
     “I am glad to have completed my two-dose series,” Hardison said. “I prefer this rather 
than hospitalization or death from COVID-19. I will still follow the Health Department’s 
advice to reduce the spread of the disease. I will wear a mask in public and socially 
distance. I will avoid crowds, closed spaces and close contact.” 


