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Dixie County Commission 

hears bridge design-build proposal 

 
Dixie County Tax Collector Michelle Cannon speaks with Dixie County Attorney  

M. Michael O’Steen about the Tax Collector’s Office issuing stickers to Dixie 

County residents so that those residents can easily prove their residency status 

when utilizing dump service, park service or county boat ramps and the like. The 

County Commission and Tax Collector have scheduled a workshop to discuss this 

concept. 
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     OLD TOWN – The five-man Dixie County Board of County Commissioners on Thursday 

night (Feb. 18) heard information about a design-build project to replace a bridge, as well as 

conducted three public hearings, and they heard extensively from Dixie County Manager Duane 

Cannon. 

     They also heard via teleconference from Holly Houghton of the Dixie County unit of the 

University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences’ Cooperative Extension 

Service. 

     Houghton said the Suwannee River Fair Youth Livestock Show and Sale (SRF) kicks off with 

the Dog Show. The SRF is for youths in Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties’ FFA and 4-H. Just 

like last year, Houghton said, there are only going to be essential people allowed because of the 

global COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Before the start of the Dixie County Commission meeting on Thursday night, 

members of the audience are seen without face masks and they pushed chairs 

together that had been separated by six feet. Some people in the Tri-County Area of 

Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties are ignoring the Florida Department of Health’s 

(FDOH) Public Health Advisory – ‘Residents are advised to wear masks in public 

and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close contact.’ As of 

Saturday (Feb. 20) 19 people from Dixie County had died and 65 people had to go 

to the hospital from COVID-19, according to medical examiners and 

other professionals involved with medical care. As of Feb. 20, there were 1,457 

cases of COVID-19 detected in Dixie County, according to the Florida Department 

of Health. 

 

     The Dog Show is set for Feb. 27. The many other SRF activities are scheduled for March 5, 6, 

7, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. To see details about the SRF, go to its website at https://mysrf.org/. 

~ 

     By 5-0 votes of approval, the members of the Dixie County Commission – Chairman Mark 

Hatch, Vice Chairman Jamie Storey, Commissioner James Valentine, Commissioner W.C. Mills 

and Commissioner Jody Stephenson – approved the following actions after hearing no 

objections. 

     * John and Heidi Frasca received a special exception to permit one recreational vehicle in an 

Agricultural (A-4) zoning district. That land is located at 44 N.E. 626 Ave., Old Town. 

     * Donald L. and Sharon K. Force received a special exception to permit one recreational 

vehicle in an Agricultural (A-4) zoning district. That land is located at 251 N.E. 316 Ave., Old 

Town. 

     * Scott and Sybil Smith were granted a variance for a 20-foot by 60-foot pole barn to be used 

as a recreational vehicle cover within a Residential, (Mixed) Single Family/Mobile Home 

(RSF/MH-2) zoning district. That land is located at 95 S.E. 234 St., Old Town, Garden Island 

Replat, Lot 17. 

     On another zoning matter, Steve Fremen, who is the Dixie County Veterans Service Officer as 

well as being the Code Enforcement Director, was instructed to work with County Attorney M. 

https://mysrf.org/
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Michael O’Steen to being the lien and foreclosure procedure on a person who has been ruled as 

violating codes to the point of accumulating fines. The fines as of that night were $4,000 on the 

property with an estimated appraised taxable value of $26,000. 

     The fines are continuing through the legal process, adding up each day. 

     In other news from the meeting, the county is accepting two road projects that the Florida 

Department of Transportation is helping the county with. One is for $1.6 million and another is 

for $2.3 million. 

     Meanwhile, during the public comment part of the meeting, Caroline Walker asked why 

Northeast 95th Street is not yet improved. She was told that the County Commission anticipates 

hearing a report from Jered Lizotte of Locklear & Associates in October to potentially see that 

road improved more quickly than if it was put on the five-year road capital improvement list. 

 

 
Kevin Lamar of Anderson Columbia tells the County Commission about a bridge 

project and how the design-build method is the best method to seek bidders on this 

type of project. 

 

     A significant presentation from Kevin Lamar, project manager/estimator-structures of 

Anderson Columbia Co. Inc. is leading to a potential replacement of the Dixie County Road 358 

bridge that crosses Sandhill Creek. 

     This bridge was first constructed in 1955, Lamar said. The current estimated daily traffic flow 

is 950 vehicles, he said. 

     The posted weight limits are 22 tons for a single unit truck, 26 tons for a combination truck 

and 33 tons for a semi-tractor trailer tandem truck. 

     The wooden pilings that hold the bridge up, Lamar said, are showing signs of decay. He sees 

reason for concern regarding the safety of the bridge. As it stands now, the bridge is very narrow 

with no room for pedestrians to cross. There is no concrete traffic rail, he said. The roadway 

leading up to the bridge is 24-feet wide, but the bridge is only 20-feet wide. 

     The Jena community is growing, Lamar said. Traffic is increasing. Larger trucks, recreational 

vehicles, boats and other vehicles are being funneled through the Taylor County side. As a result, 

Dixie County is missing out on economic benefits from those motorists. 
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     Anderson Columbia Co. Inc., Lamar said, has resources to design and build a replacement 

bridge – including getting the needed permits, providing for utility relocations and other factors. 

     Lamar shared with the County Commission how the design-build method to replace this 

bridge saves taxpayers from unknown cost overruns that the contractor will absorb. 

     The new bridge will be built while allowing traffic to flow on the old bridge. After his 

presentation, Lamar was asked, and he agreed to provide a cost estimate for constructing a 

temporary bridge for use rather than asking motorists to use the old bridge during construction. 

     The estimated construction cost at current market pricing is $1.5 million, Lamar said. That 

does not include on-site detour or if a temporary bridge was put in. 

     Engineering, permits and other costs show a current estimate of another $250,000, Lamar 

said. Design and permitting is estimated to take no more than 12 months, and construction 

would be six months, he said. 

     He also spoke about another road project that is a candidate for the design-build method. 

     The County Commission scheduled a workshop to discuss the bridge over Sandhill Creek, as 

well as the design-build method to get this roadwork and other road projects completed. The 

$1.5 million (plus) price for the bridge replacement is a sticking point currently. 

     Speaking of money Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham was given approval to add an 

independent contractor to help her resolve bookkeeping that is in bad condition. With the added 

help, Higginbotham foresees closing the 2020 books by June 30. 

     On another matter dealing with records that are the responsibility of the Clerk to the County 

Commission, the County Commission was able to approve the minutes of meetings on Jan. 21, 

Dec. 17, Dec. 3 and Nov. 19. Some number of other minutes of previous meetings that are not yet 

approved are under review for approval in the relatively near future. 

     Meanwhile, Clerk Higginbotham and her staff members are continuing to work diligently to 

keep the county government operating as smoothly as possible. 


