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County grants permit for 715-acre solar 
electric generating facility 

 
Levy County Planning Director Stacey Hectus opens the public hearing and 
presentation regarding the potential future solar electric generating facility 
on Tuesday night (Feb. 16). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 17, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     BRONSON – By a 5-0 vote Tuesday night, the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners approved a conditional-use permit for a 714-acre solar electric 
generating plant. 
 

 Savion Senior 
Development Manager 
Erich Miarka explains 
how this electric 
generating facility is not 
going to impact 
wetlands, as well as 
providing clean, low-cost 
electricity. He also told 
about the tax revenue 
benefit for Levy County, 
and other positive 
economic factors for the 
area from this electric-
generating facility coming online. 
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Chris Hardee explains that he and his wife are moving west to be with their 
children and grandchildren. Commissioner Mike Joyner expressed his 
opinion that that Hardee family is leaving behind a fine legacy from its past 
decades of work in agriculture through the future with this form of electric 
generation. 
 

 
John Fisher is a member of the Fisher family, which will be leasing the 
property to the developer and then to the future owner, given that the 
project succeeds. Other land the family owns in the area, he added, is 
remaining for agricultural use. 
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Loren Brookins, a neighbor to the future solar electric generating facility, 
gives his encouragement to the County Commission to approve the request 
for a conditional use permit. Brookins has been very involved with youths 
in agriculture over the past many years as a leader in the Suwannee River 
Fair Youth Livestock Show and Sale. 
 

 
Linda Cooper of the Williston area expresses her opinion that natural gas is 
better than solar power for generating electricity, because the structure of a 
gas power plant takes fewer acres per megawatt produced in comparison 
with a solar power electric generating facility. 

     Levy County Planning Director Stacey Hectus introduced representatives of the 
applicant -- Levy Solar 1, LLC, and the developer Savion, which has a main office located 
at 422 Admiral Blvd., Kansas City, Missouri. 
     This 715-acre area straddles U.S. Highway 129, Northwest 120th Street and 
Northwest 110th Street, bounded by Northwest Fifth Avenue on the east. Since the 
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project will generate only 74.9 megawatt of alternating current via solar power, it 
requires a lower degree of review by state agencies than bigger powerplants. 
     This much electric power, however, would be enough to power 19,000 average 
residential structures, Savion Senior Development Manager Erich Miarka said. 
     Savion was established in 2019 and is developing in 25 states, including Florida. 
There are other solar-powered electric generating “farms” in Florida, including in 
Gilchrist, Hamilton and Suwannee counties. 
     Property owners who are selling this acreage in Levy County to the developer are 
Chris and Frances Hardee, and their family. Landowners Diane Petersen and Leslie 
Fisher, also of Chiefland, are leasing their property to the eventual owner. Duke Energy 
is among the likely companies that can buy the solar-powered electric generating 
facility. 
     The property will be fenced for security and there are plans to provide natural 
buffers. The company anticipates completing all permitting and other processes to be 
complete to the point of being able to start construction in January of 2022 and it is 
anticipated to be finished by Dec. 31, 2022. 
     Savion is the builder, but some other interest – perhaps Duke Energy – will take 
possession and operate the facility. That ownership may happen even before the project 
is active in late 2022. 
     This facility will take three or four employees to operate, Miarka said. There is no fuel 
cost, like there is for oil-powered, coal-powered, natural gas-powered or nuclear-
powered electric generating plants. It is seen as a method to create electricity with no 
smokestacks or cooling towers required. 
     While the facility will not employ a big workforce, construction of the solar-powered 
electric generating plant will require 200 to 250 construction workers, engineers and 
others, Miarka said. This will boost the local economy by those workers needing short-
term housing and they will be buying food at restaurants and grocery stores. 
     This $101 million capital investment will not only generate low-cost electricity, 
Miarka said, but it will provide Levy County with $440,000 in tax revenue in the first 
year. As the equipment ages, it will depreciate and produce less tax revenue. At the 
current tax rate, over the next 30-year lifespan of the property, Miarka said, the 
company estimates it will provide Levy County with more than $12 million in revenue 
for the county government. 
     Building this facility will not require more roads, more schools or other tax-funded 
infrastructure such as more water and sewer service, Miarka said. 
     Chris Hardee said his wife’s three children have moved out west. The couple plans to 
move closer to their children. When solar-power developers approached them, he 
conducted research to choose Savion to sell to. 
     John Fisher said the 70-acre parcel he is leasing to developers and then to owners of 
the power plant is still part of his family’s agricultural interest. While conceding that 
some will see self-interest in his statement, Fisher told the County Commission that he 
sees “no cons” or no negative reasons to not approve the conditional use permit required 
for construction of this facility on property that is zone agriculture rural-residential. 
     Loren Brookins, a neighbor to the Hardees, said he favors the County Commission 
approving the request for a conditional use permit for this construction. 
     During the public comment part of this public hearing, Linda Cooper, a Williston area 
resident, expressed her opinion that a natural gas electric-generating powerplant is 
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better than one that is fueled by the solar energy, because it produces more megawatts 
while covering fewer acres of land. Commissioners listened to her comments. 
     One man expressed his concern about lightning strikes. Miarka let him know that the 
equipment has a 30-year warranty by the manufacturer; the developer has insurance; 
and the machinery includes engineering for automatic shutdown if needed, or automatic 
revisions to assure the electric output is of a high enough quality as it goes into the grid 
for sale to consumers. 
    Miarka added that replacing damaged solar panels is in the best interest of the owner 
when the facility is in operation. As for disposal of old solar panels, he said, there is an 
extensive recycling program. For the ones that cannot be resold or recycled, they can be 
disposed of just like any other debris because they do not include hazardous materials. 
    During a previous action, the Levy County Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the conditional use permit by a 4-0 vote. 
     As County Planning Director Hectus noted before the start of the presentation that 
lasted more than an hour, “From a planning perspective this is a much less intense use 
of 715 acres than, for example, a poultry farm or animal processing plant both of which 
are allowed via a special exception in the A/RR district. The compatibility issues are not 
always as clear cut. What you think could be compatible to one is not with another. 
While this is a rather passive use of land, the setbacks and buffers make it bearable. 
While looking at the use of agricultural land and its preservation in Levy County, it is 
evident that the property owners at this time in their lives are not wanting to farm it 
(that land) as it has been (farmed) in the past.” 
     Commissioners Mike Joyner and John Meeks both commented about their happiness 
with having known the Hardees and Fishers over the years in the realms of agriculture 
and at a hunting camp in Gulf Hammock, and that this project is a positive action in 
Levy County. 
     On a motion by Joyner, seconded by Commissioner Matt Brooks, the County 
Commission’s 5-0 vote of approval for the conditional use permit included all the 
provisions for surety bonding, and for potential decommissioning back to agriculture if 
needed. 
     Also voting in favor of the Joyner-Brooks motion were Commission Chairman John 
Meeks, and county commissioners Rock Meeks and Lilly Rooks. 
     Meanwhile, having this conditional use permit from Levy County, Savion must 
complete actions to show the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and 
other regulatory agencies reasons to approve the construction. As noted, the current 
plan’s projected construction starting date is in about 11 months. 
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Other than the five County Commissioners, Levy County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum was the only county constitutional officer at the meeting Tuesday 
night. He received approval for a budget amendment he requested. 
 

IN OTHER ACTION 
     Among the other actions the Levy County Commission took on Tuesday night were: 
     ● Setting a meeting date and time with municipal leaders from the City of Cedar Key 
on April 6 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the County Annex to discuss issues between the county 
and that city; 
     ● Approving various budget amendments, including with Levy County Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum; and 
     ● Approving requests from Levy County Road Department Administrative 
Coordinator Alice LaLonde to sign two applications for state grants on road projects for 
Levy County Road 346 from U.S. Highway 19 to U.S. Highway 129; for 
Levy County Road 337 from State Road 121 to CR 336. 

 


