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WCAS dream heads toward reality 

Topnotch animal shelter set for Williston 
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     WILLISTON – It started as a vision or a dream some years ago, but yesterday (Tuesday, 

Feb. 9) the construction contract was signed to start building the Williston Community Animal 

Shelter (WCAS). 

     First with an estimated cost of $300,000, the new estimate comes in at $442,000 now, 

Williston Police Department Deputy Chief Terry Bovaird said in a telephone interview 

Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 10). 

     Boivaird is on the WCAS Board, which includes President Renee Nipper, Secretary Cathy 

Robinson, Treasurer Sue Goodman, Charles Goodman (a retired general contractor), Williston 

Code Enforcement Officer Wayne Carson and Stan Berry. 

     Charles Goodman said he is on the WCAS Board, however his main interest is volunteering 
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his insight as a retired general contractor. The 70-year-old man said he retired three years ago 

from actively building, however this is an opportunity where he can volunteer. 

     The Williston area community came together to make this happen, Bovaird said. Robert 

Echols of Ocala is a driving force for the WCAS, and it is thanks to his guidance and generosity 

that the project is coming to be, Bovaird said. 

     The WCAS Board, he added, has a single mission now. The board is an instrument to see that 

the building is ready for occupancy in 220 day after Feb. 9. 

     Armstrong Homes of Ocala, with Chris and Scott Armstrong, is the contractor for the project, 

Bovaird said. Armstrong Homes is constructing this commercial building at cost. The contractor 

is allowing the WCAS to save money by using city workers when possible, as well as for WCAS to 

purchase materials. 

     Armstrong Homes, Bovaird noted, has a good footprint in the Williston area with all of the 

construction projects it completed over the years. 

     The WCAS, Bovaird said, became a 501-3C corporation, and that was an extremely lengthy 

and difficult process. Since the WCAS Board started looking at this project, there has been a lot 

of pencil sharpening to reduce costs. 

     Many interests have helped fund the project, including the City of Williston with its $75,000 

contribution. 

     When this structure is completed in the field near The Piper Cub Restaurant in the Williston 

Municipal Airport area, Bovaird said, the city will have a building worth $525,000 for its 

$75,000 contribution. When the WCAS is up and running, it will be the city’s to operate and to 

fund. 

     Bovaird said “Kudos to Armstrong Builders (Homes),” for its significant part in making this 

structure become something more than an architect’s rendition on paper. 

     As for Echols, he is relatively well known in Levy County, having been the moving force 

behind The Cat Room at the Levy County Animal Services (LCAS) and for the new dog kennels 

at LCAS. 

     “This is a dream come true,” Echols said in a note to HardisonInk.com Wednesday afternoon. 

     To read the story and see the pictures about the LCAS Cat Room, click HERE. 

     To see the story, photos and videos about the new dog kennels in Levy County, click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/06/6-8-16-hardisonink-com-the-cat-room-opens-in-levy-county.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/6-17-20-new-dog-kennel-is-a-testament-to-love.pdf

