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City leaders vote 3-2 to tag 
Waste Pro as ‘Habitual Offender’ 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 10, 2021 at 10:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland City Commission on Monday (Feb. 8) again 
discussed some days when Waste Pro did not pick up garbage. 
     This service vendor has had employees absent due to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
This has caused a lack of drivers who are qualified to operate the garbage trucks. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey told the City Commission her recommendation is to 
enforce the provisions of the contract regarding the vendor failing to provide service 
that is expected and to rule it is a habitual offender. 
     City Commissioner Robert Norman “Norm” Weaver complained about the garbage 
service at his residence. Weaver said it has been picked up on different days and at 
different times of day. 
     Howell E. “Trip” Lancaster III, manager of the Fanning Springs office of Waste Pro, 
explained that “It’s been an issue of manpower.” 
     On one day, four drivers did not show up. Two of them never returned, he said. 
     Last Monday, three men did not show up as Lancaster had expected. This caused a 
cascading effect due to trying to catch up with missed collections while continuing the 
normal schedule as well, Lancaster said. 
     Due to the Levy County Landfill being closed on Presidents Day (Feb. 15), commercial 
pickups that day will suffer, he explained. 
     Weaver made a motion to find Waste Pro a habitual violator, as noted in the contract. 
That motion was seconded by Commissioner Lance Hayes. It passed 3-2 with 
Commissioner Rollin Hudson and Commissioner Mainwaring voting “No” to that 
motion. Mayor Chris Jones joined Hayes and Weaver in voting in favor of deeming 
Waste Pro an habitual offender. 
     That habitual offender status means the next time Waste Pro fails to pick up garbage, 
the City Commission can give it a 90-day notice to end the contract, The current 
contract expires on Dec. 31. 
     There are very few companies that provide this service. There were a few sentences 
spoken about the city buying its own garbage truck, but that discussion seemed to 
disappear like fog when the sun comes out and burns it away. 
ROAD CLOSURE 
     Nate Albano, representing the Tri-County Cruisers, was granted his request for road 
closure from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on March 27, a Saturday, of Northwest Fifth Street, 
between U.S. Highway 19 and Northwest 11th Drive near to the NAPA automotive parts 
shop – on the east side of the highway. 
     This is for the annual car show by the Tri-County Cruisers. 
     This was passed on a motion by City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring. 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
     The Chiefland City Commission again invited students to be recognized in City Hall 
as being the Student of the Month. One student accepted the certificate and a monetary 
gift certificate to a chain store in the area. The others were absent. 

 


