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Commissioners ask Dixie County Clerk 
Barbie Higginbotham for help 

 
Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham and Deputy Clerk Della Rhymes 
attend the County Commission meeting on Thursday in Old Town. As the 
county clerk, Higginbotham is the comptroller for the County Commission, 
as well as being the clerk of the Dixie County Court and the clerk of the 
court for the Dixie County part of the Third Judicial Circuit. The Third 
Judicial Circuit includes Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, 
Suwannee and Taylor counties. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 8, 2021 at 9:10 a.m. 
     OLD TOWN – The four Dixie County Commission members present physically 
Thursday morning (Jan. 7) at the regular twice-monthly meeting and the one present via 
telephone asked Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham for help. 
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Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon who replaces retired County Manager 
Tim Alexander found the County Commission meeting running smoothly. 
He did gently need to move them along in choosing the top five road 
projects to submit to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). 
Although the county may rank one project higher than another, it is at the 
discretion of the FDOT when ones are awarded funding subsidies from the 
state. 
 

 
Dixie County Commissioner James Valentine 
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Dixie County Commission Vice Chairman Jamie Storey speaks into a 
microphone to communicate with Chairman Mark Hatch who was 
attending and voting via teleconference, as is allowed during the COVID-19 
global pandemic as a result of the Florida Supreme Court's rulings. 
 

 
Dixie County Commissioner W.C. Mills (left) and Dixie County 
Commissioner Jody Stephenson 
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Residential Field Inspector and Zoning Supervisor Richard Chavous speaks 
with attorney Pierce Kelley, who was substituting for County Attorney M. 
Michael Osteen, in the absence of the county attorney. Chavous and Kelley 
got through petitions and five subsequent resolutions. The County 
Commission granted four special exceptions and one variance. Later in the 
meeting, speaking on behalf of the county, the attorney substituting for 
Osteen said Osteen had told him there was no other business from the Dixie 
County Commissioner Attorney’s Office for consideration, discussion or 
action at that meeting. 
 
     Serving in her recently elected office for just a few days at that point, Clerk 
Higginbotham promised to help the County Commission get its books in better order. 
For some period of time in the coming weeks, the level of chaos at the clerk’s office is 
anticipated by people trying to work with obtaining records and information from that 
office to continue. As for the vendors who have complained about late payments, that 
probably will continue for some time as well. 
     Since the departure of former Clerk Dana Johnson before her term normally would 
have ended, there has been a degree of chaos with payments and other matters from the 
clerk’s office. 
     Clerk Higginbotham assured the commissioners that she will bring order back to the 
clerk’s office. 
     On Monday (Jan. 4) Gilchrist County Clerk Todd Newton mentioned that he is 
looking forward to seeing his former deputy clerk succeed in her new role in Dixie 
County. On Wednesday, Levy County Clerk Danny Shipp mentioned that he knew a new 
clerk was starting her duties in Dixie County. 
     Meanwhile on Thursday, the County Commission moved relatively quickly and easily 
through its duties of the day. 
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     Present at the dais were Commissioner James Valentine, Commissioner Jamie 
Storey, Commissioner W.C. Mills and Commissioner Jody Stephenson. Commission 
Chairman Mark Hatch was attending via teleconference. 
     Various contractors with the county government as well as many department heads 
also were present and active to keep Dixie County move forward in 2021. 

 


