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Part of tape recording of Chiefland 
meeting fails 
City leaders react to garbage collection 
woes 

 
This photo shows part of a nighttime training operation for the Chiefland 
Fire Rescue members in November of 2018. Here they are seeing how to use 
one of the Hurst Tools donated to CFR by the Fire House Sub Public Safety 
Foundation. As noted further down in this story, Fire Chief James Harris is 
seeking to gain more Jaws of Life to help CFR be better equipped to save 
residents and visitors in this part of Florida. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- The tape recording of the Monday night meeting (Jan. 25) of the 
Chiefland City Commission is missing everything up to the point of the members 
present voting 3-0 to accept a continuing services agreement from Government Services 
Group (GSG) related to the annual special fire assessment the city is now adding to 
property owners in the city limits. 
     That GSG contract is for $4,000 a year as a base retainer fee for the next three years. 
     The standard hourly GSG rates noted in the contract follow: 
Senior Advisor $285 an hour 
Vice President/Managing Director $285 an hour 
Assistant Director $235 an hour 
Project Manager/Project Coordinator $185 an hour 
Database Analyst/Technical Services 150 an hour 
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Lead Project Analyst $100 an hour 
Project Analyst $90 an hour 
Administrative Support $75 an hour 
     As noted in the agreement, which received a positive vote from Mayor Chris Jones, 
and city commissioners Marissa Mainwaring and Lance Hayes, “The lump sum fee does 
not include the costs of producing and mailing first class notices.” 
     That part of the agreement goes on to note that the cost of those notices depends on 
the number of assessable parcels of property within the assessment area. That average is 
approximately $1.4o per parcel. 
     One matter the three present City Commission members heard before that part of the 
meeting on the tape was the request for a one-acre parcel to be voluntarily annexed into 
the city limits. 
     That request was from Loren Iobst for the property at 5279 N.W. 90th St. 
     Deputy City Clerk Laura Cain said that although the tape recorder did not function 
for that part of the meeting, “There was no comment” about the matter. 
     Commissioner Hayes moved to approve the voluntary annexation, Cain said, and his 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Mainwaring with a 3-0 vote of approval, as 
Mayor Jones voted in favor of it. 
     With that 3-0 vote at the first reading, the stage is set for possible approval of this 
acre to be added into the city limits at what would be a second and final reading. 
     Commissioners Rollin Hudson and Norman Weaver were absent. 
WASTE PRO ISSUES REVIEWED 
     Waste Pro almost was deemed to be a habitual offender as a result of it failing to pick 
up commercial garbage on certain dates in August, September and December. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey previously had explained to the City Commission that the 
garbage collection company had suffered personnel shortages due to COVID-19. 
     On Jan. 6 and Jan. 13, Ellzey said at the Jan. 25 meeting, a commercial customer did 
not have their dumpster emptied by Waste Pro. When Waste Pro was contacted by the 
city staff about this complaint from the business, the dumpster was emptied, Ellzey said. 
     City Manager Ellzey told the three city leaders present that night that city staff are 
“up to our eyebrows” with complaints from customers saying they are paying for service 
that is not being provided. The city cannot refund any customer for the service that was 
not provided on a certain date or dates, Ellzey explained before. 
     The City of Chiefland’s contract with Waste Pro started in December of 2016, Ellzey 
said, and since then it has become progressively worse. 
     Dayna Miller of Waste Pro said she and Ellzey have spoken several times. Miller 
understands how people feel regarding garbage collection service not happening as 
expected. 
     COVID-19 has affected Waste Pro significantly, Miller said. The company is trying to 
hire qualified drivers. The company has brought equipment and personnel from other 
parts of Florida to help alleviate the situation here, Miller said. 
     Miller reminded listeners that with this virus, “one day sick turns into 14 days 
quarantined.” 
     There are workers, too, she added, who are not sick but who must quarantine due to 
their exposure to COVID-19. 
     Waste Pro in Chiefland, Miller continued, put residential service above commercial 
service for prioritization. 
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     The company added $1 million worth of equipment to improve the Fanning Springs 
division, Miller said, and the work to better this division continues. 
     Commissioner Hayes asked Miller if the company could send a letter to business 
interests to let them know the situation that caused some missed service calls. Miller 
intimated that she intends to do that, and to let City Manager Ellzey see the letter before 
it is sent. 
     As she was speaking with the three members present Monday night, Miller said the 
statement by a city commissioner two weeks ago about the City of Gainesville fining a 
garbage hauler was not related to Waste Pro, but to another service provider. The 
correct company was noted in the story published in HardisonInk.com, despite incorrect 
information being stated by a city commission member. 
     Mayor Jones said he wanted to wait until commissioners Hudson and Weaver were 
present before voting on a recommendation to deem Waste Pro to be habitual offender, 
which according to the contractual agreement with the city, could lead to Waste Pro 
being given a 90-day notice before termination of its contract with the city if it should 
miss a pickup after that determination. 
     The mayor said he owns a business and is one of the complainers to the city about 
service. Jones likes Waste Pro, though, he said, especially because it hires local workers. 
     A call to Mayor Jones by HardisonInk.com on Jan. 28 was not returned on Jan. 28. 
FIRE CHIEF SEEKS GRANTS 
     In other action, Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris received approval to seek a 
donation from Fire House Subs. 
     CLICK HERE To See A November 2018 Story, Photos And Videos From Chiefland 
Fire Rescue Accepting Jaws Of Life From Fire House Subs. 
     Chief Harris told the three City Commission members present Monday night that he 
would like to obtain another set of these Hurst tools that are known as The Jaws of Life. 
These tools help first responders cut and peel open metal vehicles where people are 
trapped. 
     These tools have saved countless lives since they were introduced. Fire House Subs 
donates them to fire departments like Chiefland and Cedar Key, even though there is no 
Fire House Subs outlets here. 
     This is a 100 percent grant, where the city pays zero dollars for the equipment. There 
was a 3-0 vote of approval for Chief Harris to move forward with his application for the 
grant. 
     In other action, the City Commission approved Chief Harris seeking other specific 
grants he sought. The fire chief is renowned for saving the city money and providing 
excellent leadership of the fire rescue department that serves the residents and visitors 
in Chiefland’s city limits, as well as helping residents and visitors in an area in the 
unincorporated county around Chiefland. 
     Chiefland Fire Rescue is also well known for helping other fire departments serve the 
people in areas beyond those geo-political lines when needed. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/11-21-18-hardisonink-com-firehouse-subs-public-safety.pdf

