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New state attorney moves forward 

Brian Kramer deals with budget cuts 

 
Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney Brian Kramer is seen on the steps of 
the Alachua County Courthouse. 
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     GAINESVILLE -- Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney Brian Kramer is moving 
forward with this office, having been elected in November as the successor to former 

State Attorney William Cervone, who retired. 

Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office 
Public Information Officer Darry D. Lloyd 
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       State Attorney Kramer provided answers and insight 
to his actions and plans since taking office earlier this 
month, as he spoke candidly during a telephone 
interview Friday morning (Jan. 22). Present, too, during 
that conference call was Eighth Judicial Circuit State 
Attorney’s Office Public Information Officer Darry D. 
Lloyd. 
 
     One foundation for the State Attorney’s Office is its 
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budget. There are 20 judicial circuits in Florida, and hence 20 state attorneys. They are 
the chief prosecutors of criminal offenses in the circuits they represent. They are elected. 
     The Eighth Judicial Circuit includes Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and 
Union counties. 
     The new state attorney is working with a 6 percent cut in funding this fiscal year, he 
said, and he received word from the Office of Gov. Ron DeSantis to expect another 6 
percent reduction in revenue for the coming fiscal year. 
     Personnel is the lion’s share of his budget, just as it is in almost every government 
and private enterprise. 
     Thanks to about a half dozen administrative staff that was eligible for retirement 
exercising that option and State Attorney Kramer choosing not to replace them, hence 
causing a reduction in force by attrition, the office is on firm ground for a balanced 
budget. 
     Kramer provided insight in his method for cuts from administration. He explained 
for instance that in Levy County there are three assistant state attorneys who prosecute 
felony cases there. 
     If each of them handles 33 percent of the caseload, and Kramer noted that would be 
an incorrect presumption, but he wanted to show how math and personnel interact with 
what his office does, and even if there were a 6 percent reduction in felonies being 
prosecuted in Levy County, then he cannot remove 6 percent of one of those lawyers. 
     Until the felony crime rate in Levy County drops 33 percent below what it is now, it 
would not make sense to let that attorney go, State Attorney Kramer said. 
     “I would have to let go, a lawyer of 15-plus years’ experience -- who I cannot get back 
when that 6 percent (of funding) comes back (to the budget),” Kramer said. 
     Even if there was a 6 percent drop in crime, Kramer said, it would not make a 
difference in how the SAO conducts its business. 
     “Whether a lawyer has 100 cases or has 94 cases makes no difference to the fact that I 
have to have that lawyer in the courtroom,” Kramer said. 
     The loss of funding in the current fiscal year has been dealt with so far by people 
leaving and Kramer not replacing those administrators and some of their support staff. 
He hopes the remaining members of the team can absorb the added work while not 
significantly reducing the level of service to the public. 
     People involved with criminal court action in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, regardless of 
anything, are not going to notice any change initially from the State Attorney’s Office 
(SAO), Kramer intimated. 
     For instance, near the end of State Attorney Cervone’s most recent four-year term, he 
sent a memo to law enforcement agencies asking them to understand that this office 
would not be able to prosecute people for possession of small amounts of marijuana. In 
Florida, it is a first degree misdemeanor to possess fewer than 20 grams of marijuana, 
and it is a felony to possess more. 
     Cervone noted that the state’s revised laws related to the use of hemp for medication 
presented an issue because the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) was 
limited in its lab space to differentiate hemp from the form of marijuana with 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the chemical in marijuana that causes a user to experience 
an altered state of consciousness. 
     The Eighth Judicial Circuit SAO is in a state of transition, Kramer said, where he and 
his staff are conducting a thorough review and evaluating if any changes are necessary 
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to improve the SAO’s service to the people. During this evaluation period, Kramer said, 
he is not making any significant changes to policies or procedures in the office. 
     The state of the law regarding marijuana use in Florida for medical purposes has not 
changed since Cervone retired, Kramer said. The Florida Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association, he added, suggested to the Florida Legislature changes to that law, but 
those lawmakers rejected or did not address that suggestion. 
     The FDLE, Kramer said, has not promulgated rules for prosecutors regarding the 
requirements to differentiate between hemp and the form of marijuana with THC, to the 
point that is provable to the exclusion of reasonable doubt in a criminal court case. 
     Consequently, he continued, the FDLE is requiring that cases involving possession of 
marijuana must be approved by the head of the FDLE laboratory before being 
considered for prosecution. Therefore, cases involving fewer than 50 ounces (three 
pounds) of marijuana. Other factors can be considered for prosecuting smaller amounts, 
and so it would be ill-advised for a person to think marijuana possession is not going to 
be prosecuted. 
     In August of 2019, Cervone said “everyone should remember that recreational 
cannabis still remains illegal in Florida. What has changed has been our ability to meet 
our burden of proof.” 
     Another case where Cervone acted during his final four-year term involved people 
violating Florida’s Open Government laws. He successfully prosecuted some members 
of the Fanning Springs City Council when they discussed matters upon which they vote 
outside the view of the public. 
     Kramer said his office will prosecute this type of suspect as well, just as during the 
Cervone administration. 
     “No person should expect any difference in the manner which we prosecute Sunshine 
Law violations,” State Attorney Kramer said. “We have always prosecuted them. We will 
prosecute them.” 
     Kramer is no newcomer to this judicial circuit. He has known Levy County Sheriff 
Bobby McCallum and Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz for decades, even before 
they were sheriffs. Kramer also is familiar with the law enforcement community in 
Alachua County from his working in the office located in Gainesville. 
     As for the administrators and law enforcement officers in Union, Baker and Bradford 
counties, Kramer never held an office there before other than his responsibilities as the 
executive director of the Eighth Judicial Circuit SAO, before being elected as the state 
attorney, and so he does not know them as well as those in Alachua, Gilchrist and Levy 
counties. 
     From working with the most serious crimes in the circuit, Kramer knows more 
detectives and administrators than other officers, he said. 
     The members of the Eighth Judicial Circuit SAO face their counterparts – opposing 
counsel – on the other side of criminal matters. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott was appointed as the public 
defender of the Eighth Judicial Circuit by Gov. Charlie Crist in 2010. 
     In 2012, Public Defender Scott was elected to the office by the people of the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit, and she was subsequently reelected in 2016 and in 2020. 
     Scott is among women who may be inspirational to others in another manner. She is 
the first female public defender of the Eighth Judicial Circuit’s history. 
     State Attorney Kramer holds Public Defender Scott in high esteem. 
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     “Stacy Scott has been a personal friend of mine for 20 years,” Kramer said. “And so, I 
like her personally a great deal. We have worked across from each other for 20 years.” 
     Kramer said they have faced each other on opposing sides of cases many times. 
     “She is an extremely ethical, honest, straightforward lawyer,” Kramer said of Scott, 
“who absolutely represents her clients to the best of her ability, and she demands that all 
of her assistants do so as well. 
     “And they do a fantastic job,” he continued regarding the Office of the Eight Judicial 
Circuit Public Defender. “They are a formidable opponent and I think everybody here 
has respect for the lawyers she has, and the lawyers that she hires (when other counsel is 
required due to logistical or other circumstances).” 
     The two offices work well as they both seek justice. 
     Kramer said, for instance, in almost every case, the two sides can reach agreements 
“on a handshake.” 
     Regarding the people with whom Kramer and Scott, and other defense attorneys and 
judges deal, the newest Eighth Judicial Circuit state attorney shared a parting thought. 
     “All people need to be treated fairly and equally in the criminal justice system,” State 
Attorney Kramer said, “and that is difficult to do for a wide variety of reasons. We all 
have to strive for that purpose, to treat people fairly and equally in this criminal justice 
system.”     
     To see a story and photos where Kramer addressed the Gilchrist County Rotary Club 
during his campaign, click HERE. While this story shows another candidate was 
intending to run for the office at that time, by the time the election was held only one 
candidate qualified for the race. 

 

http://1-7-20-rotarians-learn-about-candidate-for-state-attorney.pdf/

