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New Dixie County Sheriff strives to serve 
the people 

 
Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler sits at his desk Friday afternoon (Jan. 22) 
during an interview. 
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     CROSS CITY – Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler wants to provide the residents 
and visitors or Dixie County with a law enforcement agency that is respectful and fair, to 
help make the county an even better place to raise families, to work at jobs, to enjoy the 
many recreational opportunities there and to live. 
     Sheriff Butler began his first term this month as one of the 66 high sheriffs in Florida 
after winning the election in November. Sixty-six of Florida's 67 counties have elected 
sheriffs as their chief law enforcement officers. Dade County (Miami) has an appointed 
chief law enforcement officer whose title is director of the Miami-Dade Police 
Department. Sheriffs serve four-year terms and have countywide jurisdiction that 
includes incorporated as well as unincorporated areas. 
     Sheriff Butler has accepted the duties that were most recently those of retired Sheriff 
Dewey Hatcher Sr. 
     Butler ran for election on a promise of change in the Dixie County Sheriff’s Office. 
     One difference Sheriff Butler is making, he said, will be to update the software in the 
DCSO’s computer system. Putting newer software into the hands of deputies, in their 
cruisers, Butler said, will improve safety for them and for the people they serve. 
     Looking at the human element, Butler said he plans to work with his deputies on the 
way they engage members of the community – all the way from the elder members of 
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the county’s population down to the youngest children. 
     For the older members of Dixie County’s youthful population, Sheriff Butler said he 
intends to reinstitute the DCSO Explorers Program. 
     Regarding the adults, Sheriff Butler envisions creating a Citizens Advisory Committee 
with representatives from all five of the county’s geopolitical districts, which are drawn 
to show the five parts of the county where County Commission members and School 
Board members live. 
     He wants input from residents from the entire county and from people from different 
generations. 
     In his first few weeks, the new sheriff said he has not enjoyed an easy transition of 
power from the previous administration as he would have preferred. Sheriff Darby said 
between the time he was elected to when he took office, there could have been a couple 
of months of moving in with the new leadership sharing its insight on the budget and 
other aspects of the DCSO as it exists. 
     From day one, Butler has compartmentalized the administration and is working 
through the law enforcement aspects of the DCSO. After that, he said he will be focusing 
on the detention, or jail, aspects of his duties. Currently, he sees the jail as operating 
properly. 
     While the transition was not as smooth as he would have preferred, criminals saw no 
slack. The sheriff said he has “boots in the field” – deputies and sergeants – where they 
should be. He would like to add one more deputy per shift, and he would like to increase 
the number of investigators. 
     Right now, 20 deputies are funneling information to three investigators. 
     Adding three more deputies and increasing investigators takes money. As for the 
budget, Sheriff Butler is reviewing it in every aspect of the DCSO and the Dixie County 
Jail. He is delaying any major purchase or new ongoing operational expenses until the 
dust settles on the books. 
     For now, the sheriff said, the DCSO is in “survival mode” as far as expenditures. He 
looks forward to Oct. 1, when he will have a budget that he created rather than coming 
in after the first quarter already has passed. 
     Sheriff Butler is aware of the problems caused by illegal drugs, including 
methamphetamine and opioids. Drugs are at the root of causing a significant amount of 
property theft, as well as fueling violence and heartache within families -- including 
hurting children. 
     By revising the current operations with the expansion of the investigative unit and 
adding a few more deputies, Sheriff Butler foresees resolving issues in a timelier manner 
for the victims of crimes than now. 
     After being elected, Sheriff Butler went to the Sheriffs Academy in Tallahassee 
through the Florida Sheriff’s Association. There he networked with other new sheriffs 
and had an opportunity to learn from more seasoned sheriff. 
     Sheriff Butler said the neighboring counties’ sheriffs have expressed their willingness 
to help the DCSO if needed. 
     The sheriff has started his first term and he is changing the DCSO as he promised the 
voters. 


