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Woman surrenders after being accused 

of illegal access to state computer system 

Rebekah Jones turns herself in 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 18, 2021 at 11:10 a.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE – Rebekah Danielle Jones, 31, formerly of Tallahassee and now a resident 

of Chevy Chase, Maryland, surrendered to law enforcement officers at the Leon County Jail on 

Sunday (Jan. 17), according to information from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

(FDLE) and from Jones. 

     Jones had been scheduled to speak via Zoom to Democrats late Sunday afternoon, but she 

cancelled that session after learning an arrest warrant had been issued for her, and she decided 

to turn herself in. 

     “To protect my family from continued police violence, and to show that I'm ready to fight 

whatever they throw at me, I'm turning myself into police in Florida Sunday night,” Jones noted 

in a tweet on Twitter on Saturday (Jan. 16). “The Governor will not win his war on science and 

free speech.  He will not silence those who speak out.” 

     The current governor of Florida is Ron DeSantis, a Republican from Jacksonville who is 

serving his first term. 

     FDLE Special Agent Noel Pratts, in the documentation leading to the arrest warrant, alleged 

that on Nov. 10, 2020, Jones “… willfully, knowingly, and without authorization or exceeding 

authorization access caused to be accessed any computer, computer system, computer network, 

or electronic device with knowledge that such access is unauthorized or the manner of use 

exceeds authorization” as noted in Florida Statute 815.06 (2)(a). 

     Leon County Court Judge Nina Ashenafi Richardson authorized the arrest warrant to be 

issued by her signature on it on Thursday (Jan. 14), according to records.  

     As part of the relevant documentation, Special Agent Pratts’ lengthy and exemplary 

background in criminal investigations and specialization in cyber-oriented crime is noted. 

     The probable cause part of documentation reveals that on Nov. 10, 2020, FDLE Assistant 

Special Agent in Charge Keith Wilmer from the FDLE Tallahassee Regional Operations Center 

told Special Agent Pratts to contact Otis Aaron, public health advisor for the United States 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to the Florida Department of Health’s 

(FDOH) Bureau of Preparedness and Response. 

     Pratts learned from Aaron, according to the charging documents, that Jones allegedly 

accessed an FDOH application that allowed for a text message to be sent to approximately 1,750 

people. The message allegedly read “It’s time to speak up before another 17,000 people are dead. 

You know this is wrong. You don’t have to be part of this. Be a hero. Speak out before it’s too 

late. – From StateESF8.Planning.” 

     This text message, according to the FDLE investigation, carried the time stamp of 11/10/2020 

at 14:44:54. 

     Further investigation by the FDLE gave the agency probable cause to believe Jones was the 

sender of the text message and that she was able to send it by using access that she no longer 

had, having been terminated on May 25, 2020 from the FDOH. 

     FDLE agents determined the message was sent from a residence on Centerville Court in 

Tallahassee, which at the time was the home of Jones, the FDLE noted in its press release of 

Jan. 18. 
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     Evidence retrieved from a search warrant that was served at that residence on Dec. 7, 2020, 

shows that Jones illegally accessed the system sending a message to approximately 1,750 people 

and downloaded confidential FDOH data and saved it to her devices, the FDLE noted in its Jan. 

18 press release. 

     This case will be prosecuted by the Office of the Second Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jack 

Campbell, according to the FDLE press release. The Second Judicial Circuit includes Leon, 

Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Liberty and Wakulla counties. Tallahassee, Jones’ former home, is 

in Leon County. 

     Jones is the former FDOH data scientist who said she was fired for refusing to manipulate 

COVID-19 facts to present a view to the public of something other than what science would 

show. 

     While there was no notation of a bond suggested on the arrest warrant, there were conditions 

suggested that indicate credence to Jones’ claims of DeSantis clamping down on science that 

reflects poorly of the state’s handling of the global COVID-19 pandemic. 

     “No computer access, No Internet Access, and No contact with the witnesses or those people 

whose personal information was aquired (acquired) through the download,” is noted in the 

document. (There is a spelling correction in parenthesis here, although capitalization and 

punctuation were left unedited.) 


