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Chiefland City Commission takes care of 

business Garbage woes and CAAA issues 

discussed 

 
This stock photo shows Chiefland City Hall on East Park Avenue. Years ago, it was 

a bank with drive-through tellers. There is still drive-through service for city 

business such as paying utility bills. It is named the Hardee Dean Sr. Municipal 

Building, after a former Chiefland city manager. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The Chiefland City Commission met in City Hall on Monday night, as it is 

inclined to do twice a month, in regular session. 

     It completed actions as normal, including the presentation to students with certificates as 

they were named Students of the Month for December. There were two named from Chiefland 

Elementary, and one each from Chiefland Middle School and Chiefland High School. 

     The annual contract for sludge depositing was approved with two separate landowners. 

Sludge is the biproduct of sewage that has been treated. It is transported from the wastewater 

treatment plant in the city and then spread on certain property in Levy County. 

     Another matter dominated discussion Monday night in Chiefland City Hall – garbage. 

     The amended contract for waste disposal services in the city with Waste Pro was approved. 

     After Mayor Chris Jones asked City Manager Mary Ellzey about complaints he had received 

concerning service from Waste Pro, Ellzey explained to the mayor that a couple of weeks where 

there were issues resulted from the company lacking employees. 

     Waste Pro, Ellzey said, had employees who suffered from COVID-19 and were unable to work. 

Without people to handle the equipment, the company was unable to provide service, she 
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explained. 

     Chiefland City Commissioner Robert Norman Weaver (Group 5) complained that his garbage 

at his residence was picked up two days late one time. He said in speaking with an Alachua 

County city leader, he learned it has code enforcement officers who tag garbage cans that are not 

emptied on time. 

     Weaver was close to being accurate with his speech about Gainesville. 

     “You can’t do anything to punish them (Waste Pro) unless you have someone enforcing the 

code,” Weaver said. “Someone’s got to go look at the garbage cans.” 

     Ellzey said she looks at the garbage cans and titled herself as “the garbage police,” and 

Weaver without taking a breath, went on to speak about Gainesville, which Weaver alleged fined 

Waste Pro $250,000 last year due to being delinquent in its duty to the city. 

     In a conversation with Gainesville City Manager Lee Feldman on Tuesday morning (Jan. 12), 

he said the city has a contract with WCA, which is not Waste Pro. 

     That contract with WCA, City Manager Feldman said, includes a clause that is for liquidated 

damage and penalties for nonperformance. The Gainesville Sanitation Department, Feldman 

said, does have an inspector. 

     On Monday night (Jan. 11), Ellzey told Weaver that there is a liquidated damages clause in 

the City of Chiefland’s contract with Waste Pro. Ellzey added for Weaver’s edification that the 

City of Chiefland can fine Waste Pro $20 or $25 per incident. 

     She said, for instance, Barbecue Bill’s garbage is supposed to be picked up Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays, and if the company did not pick up the garbage that week, that would 

be three times the city could fine the company. 

     Weaver said every customer in Chiefland should be made aware that every time Waste Pro 

fails to pick up the garbage on time that they need to call City Hall. 

     Ellzey said the company is fined at the end of each month, if there are misses reported. 

     “It’s a battle,” Ellzey said. “It’s a battle sometimes.” 

     Mayor Jones said he had spoken with two businesses within the past couple of weeks who 

complained to him about garbage service being missed on occasion. 

     When the mayor said those business interests wanted credit for their bills, Ellzey said that is 

not in the contract with Waste Pro and “that would be a bookkeeping nightmare” for the city to 

refund each customer for each time the garbage was not picked up on the day when service is 

expected. 

     Chiefland City Commissioner J. Rollin Hudson Jr. (Group 3) said at his house or other 

residential customers can deal with four or five days of not getting the service they expect. 

However, a restaurant has a higher volume that demands immediate attention when garbage 

pickup is missed. 

     Fire Chief James Harris said the Dollar Tree (behind Burger King and Taco Bell, on the same 

side of the street as China One)  had put carts, like the kind used at Lowe’s for moving lumber to 

vehicles, around its dumpster when it started overflowing. Someone committed arson and 

started the pushcarts on fire with the cardboard and other store debris that was stacked those 

carts, Chief Harris said. The dumpster was not burned, he said. 

     Commissioner Weaver gave an update on his look at issues regarding Chiefland Area Athletic 

Association. Weaver intimated there appeared to be an issue of removal of $12,000 in funds 

from the CAAA account at Drummond Community Bank in 2019, which was not able to be listed 

for some particular purpose. Members of the CAAA Board now, have noted that former board 

member is no longer active. 

     Weaver said he would give the information he had to Chiefland Police Chief Scott Anderson 
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because there may be a crime involved there in that organization, which is not part of the 

municipal government. 

     Weaver added that he had heard there may be an effort to create a new league separate from 

the CAAA. 

     City Commissioner Lance Hayes spoke about the Third Annual MLK Parade set for Chiefland 

on Jan. 18 – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

     In consideration of the global COVID-19 pandemic, which includes people in this area testing 

positive, requiring hospitalization and some dying, and given that Chiefland is the only city in 

Levy County having a parade that day, using facemasks and social distancing will be required, he 

said. 

     This will be a processional that will include vehicles as well as people walking, Hayes said. 


