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A bull rider shows his talent during one of the fundraisers at Carter’s Arena 
during the past 10 years. The Chiefland FFA Alumni Association and breast 
cancer awareness are the beneficiaries of these bull-riding events held 
there and covered by HardisonInk.com in the past decade. 
 
A Column 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 1, 2021 at 5:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – I start the 11th year of HardisonInk.com next month on Feb. 1. 
     Last year, there were many festivals and other community events cancelled due to the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. I did what I could as a professional journalist and as an 
individual to help reduce the illness and death from that virus. 
     During the first decade of the existence of this daily news website, it has had a 
positive impact on the Tri-County Area and beyond. In 2021, that trend will continue. 
     In the final quarter of 2020, I enjoyed the privilege of being the business owner 
selected by Katie Trimm to be the subject of a project required in one of her classes at 
Santa Fe College, helping her finish earning credits from SFC to graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree. 
     Gary W. Boulware, Ph.D., chair of the SFC Business Programs Department, sent me a 
letter of thanks for being a local business sponsor who participated in the SFC Senior 
Capstone Project during the Fall 2020 Semester. 
     Trimm’s project is leading to some probable improvement to the daily news website 
to increase traffic. These revisions are currently in the pre-creation mode. 
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     Being involved in the process gave me the chance to note for her the mission 
of HardisonInk.com, which I had not put in writing before her questions. Her research 
and subsequent suggestion show the probability of people enjoying even more ease for 
viewing HardisonInk.com on mobile devices than currently exists, given the concept 
reaches fruition. 
 

Mission Statement of HardisonInk.com 

     The mission of HardisonInk.com is to provide the world with news and human 
interest stories that will inform, educate and entertain people. 
    Furthermore, the mission is to accurately, concisely yet completely share facts to 
benefit all of humanity, starting with the Tri-County area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 
counties and then going out to the four corners of the globe (and into space on occasion) 
from there. 
 

 
Here is a picture of the partners of A&M Manufacturing (from left) 
Marketing Sales Manager Tory Brodahl, Chief Financial Officer and Chief 
Operating Officer Amy Brodahl, and Chief Executive Officer John Hemken. 
A&M Manufacturing was among the biggest business news stories in Levy 
County for the past couple of years. Hardison covers business news better 
than any other media in this market. 
 

Beyond Coverage 

     The extent of involvement of the daily news website over the past 10 years has gone 
beyond just coverage of news and human interest stories. 
     As the sole proprietor of this small business, I have been hosting contests, sponsoring 
sports and other activities for people in the Tri-County Area, and helping to support 
community interests of education, the arts, local business and more. 
     I am Jeff M. Hardison, doing business as HardisonInk.com. This daily news website 
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is more than just me, though. There are many people, organizations, agencies, 
businesses and communities that make it thrive. 
     HardisonInk.com has been hosting contests for our readers since 2012. Prizes 
included tickets to plays, tickets to fairs, evenings out at local restaurants, gift 
certificates to retail and grocery stores, gas cards, a Kindle Fire tablet and cold, hard 
cash. 
     With the help of my wife, we are sponsoring seven contests in 2021. 
     In regard to helping youth, HardisonInk.com has sponsored the Suwannee River Fair 
- Youth Livestock Show and Sale with free ad promotion, purchasing SRF booklet 
advertisements and we helped individual youths in events, as well as covering the SRF. 
     HardisonInk.com has sponsored local sports, like The Ink Spots soccer team that was 
part of the sports activities of the Chiefland Area Athletic Association (CAAA) in 
November of 2016. 
     Sharon and I led the effort with help from Wayne and Lena Weatherford, and other 
coaches and parents, to let the Chiefland High School Varsity Girls Softball Team to be 
recognized as they crossed the playing field at the Rays’ Tropicana Field on Sept. 27, 
2016 in St. Petersburg. 
     HardisonInk.com has sponsored local pageant contestants as well as judged other 
contests such as chili and Christmas baked goods contests. 
 

 
Located somewhere on the golf course at Chiefland Golf and Country Club, 
this was a hole sponsored by HardisonInk.com in a fundraiser there over 
the past 10 years. 
 
     HardisonInk.com has been among the business interests to sponsor golf tournament 
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holes, auctions and rodeos for charities and local service clubs and organizations 
including the CAAA Halloween fundraisers, back when the CAAA had phenomenal 
Halloween festivals. 
     HardisonInk.com promoted the Epic End of Summer Bash events conducted first by 
the First United Methodist Church of Chiefland, and then adopted into the set of 
services by the Tri-County Community Resource Center. 
 

 
Jeff M. Hardison stands next to a banner showing his daily news website 
being among the sponsors of the annual Levy County Fair. 
 
     HardisonInk.com covered the annual Levy County Fairs better than any other media, 
as well as being among the sponsors for that event. Likewise, the Ride-to-Provide 
motorcycle events that used to exist were best promoted and covered 
by HardisonInk.com. 
 
 

 
The back part of a PT 
cruiser decorated for 
Trunk-n-Treat in 
Bronson in 2014 is 
one of the years 
captured where the 
business participated 
in this activity in 
Levy County. 
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     Since 2012, HardisonInk.com has not only covered Trunk N Treats, but has given 
away thousands of pieces of candy and Halloween stickers in Levy County. 
     HardisonInk.com has sponsored the Wild Hog Canoe Race every year for more than 
seven years. 

 
Jeff M. Hardison (left) accepts one of the seven paddles Keith Maynard of 
the Wild Hog Canoe and Kayak Race has presented over the years to 
Hardison as a sponsor. This canoe race helps fund the Levy Association for 
Retarded Citizens facility in the Town of Otter Creek. HardisonInk.com has 
been among the sponsors for as long as the Maynard family has run the 
race, and even before. 
 

 
The Ink Spots coaches and soccer team from 2016 pose for a photo. This 
soccer team was sponsored by HardisonInk.com at the Chiefland Area 
Athletic Association that season. 
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Girls and coaches of the Chiefland High School Varsity Softball Team walk 
on the field for recognition at Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay 
Rays, in 2016. Coach Wayne Weatherford led the softball team that earned 
the most annual state championships of all sports at CHS so far. 
 

 
Jeff M. Hardison dressed in cowpoke gear stands next to a sign created to 
show HardisonInk.com among the sponsors as part of the Williston 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual party on Jan. 25, 2014. 
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This banner flew in 2013 next to the 
building that was once the office of the 
Levy County Journal. It is now a 
structure that houses the expansion of 
Vickie and Fred’s Furniture on U.S. 
Highway 19, just south of East Park 
Avenue in beautiful downtown Chiefland. 
 
     HardisonInk.com has been a member of local 
area chambers of commerce and participated in 
their events like their scarecrow contest, 
parades, trade shows and the Chiefland 
sesquicentennial. 
 

 
 
     HardisonInk.com is among the business 
interests that bought a banner to fly during that 
celebration of Chiefland’s 150th anniversary, 
and there is still a brick attesting to the daily 
news website’s 2013 purchasing of that brick for 
that celebration. 
     HardisonInk.com always has been a friend to 
local businesses, touting the successes of area 
entrepreneurs as well as writing in-depth stories 
about new businesses in the area. 
 

 

 
Jeff M. 
Hardison sits 
at a table in 
2014 as he 
attends the 
Citrus County 
Chamber of 
Commerce’s 
Trade Show. 
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Jeff M. Hardison is on the scene at 
Bronson Speedway in 2011, helping 
promote the restart of that sports 
business in Levy County. 
 
 

 
     This vast effort includes covering 
business from the reopening of the Bronson 
Speedway in 2011 through A&M 
Manufacturing as being one of the top 50 
companies in Florida (2020). 

 

BELOW 
Sharon and Jeff Hardison pose for a 
picture taken by Sharon McCall. Here 
the Hardisons are preparing to be in 
the 2019 Independence Day Parade in 
Williston. 
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Jeff M. Hardison is shown with some of the many thank-you items 
presented during the past 10 years, including from The Clyatt House 
Learning Center, the 2020 Census and LifeSouth Community Blood 
Services. 
 
     I have appreciated the many certificates, letters and trophies sent to me or presented 
to me by people and organizations for the work and participation in the community 
of HardisonInk.com. 
     These include a card that was sent to me by the children in one of the classes at the 
Clyatt House Learning Center after I covered the school's 20th anniversary celebration. 
     The United States Census sent me a certificate for promotion of the 2020 Census. 
LifeSouth Community Blood Centers has repeatedly honored me with the many other 
media and other interests that help that noble effort over the past 10 years. 
     Most recently, I received a letter of thanks for participating in the Capstone project by 
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helping Katie Trimm finish her project at Santa Fe College. 
     As for the arts, including the performing arts in the old Chiefland Theater, I continue 
doing what I can for the arts. 
     Sharon asked me if I was doing a “Year In Review” for 2020. Given the impact of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic on the Tri-County Area, I chose instead to look back and 
write this 10 years after column. 
     I have an extensive background as a professional reporter and editor at weekly, bi-
weekly and daily newspapers before starting this daily news website. 
     A good newspaper, or daily news website, is a part of the community, while still 
maintaining the ability to objectively cover news. For me, all of these decades, I thank 
God for being able to do this to a relatively high degree. Like other humans, I am not 
perfect. 
     One of the reasons to support sponsors and advertisers who fund this venture is 
because HardisonInk.com is a daily news website owned by one man rather than any 
corporation of conglomerated media group. 
     This was a stroll through the past 10 years touching only on a bit of the direct positive 
community impact of this enterprise on the Tri-County Area, and then rippling out 
across the planet (and into space on occasion). 
     And while many have thanked me for my service over the past decades, I thank all 
people who let me help them and our communities. Above all, I thank God for giving me 
the ability to do what I can in this regard. 


