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FDLE serves search warrant at former FDOH 

employee’s home Computer seized; 

Alternate COVID-19 dashboard hampered 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 8, 2020 at 6:10 a.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE -- A former employee of the Florida Department of Health (FDOH) found 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) serving a search warrant at her home 

yesterday morning (Monday, Dec. 7) and FDLE agents seized her computer equipment, 

according to information provided by the FDLE late Monday night. 

     Rebekah Jones is the former FDOH employee who managed Florida’s COVID-19 data 

dashboard. She is critical of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ handling of the pandemic, and she created her 

own dashboard to show people the rates of infections, hospitalizations and the death toll in 

Florida from COVID-19. 

     This is the very equipment she has used to provide a different view from the FDOH of the 

pandemic’s impact on Floridians. 

     Jones, whose husband and two children also were in the house when it was raided yesterday, 

noted on Twitter that an FDLE agent drew a firearm during the search and seizure warrant’s 

service. 

     FDLE Commissioner Rick Swearingen, via the FDLE Office of Public Information’s staff 

members of Gretl Plessinger, Jessica Cary and Jeremy Burns, on Dec. 7 at 9:51 p.m. sent a press 

release via email to provide a statement about the allegation of a weapon being drawn. 

     “Our investigation began last month following a complaint by Florida Department of Health 

that a person illegally hacked into their emergency alert system,” Commissioner Swearingen 

said. “As part of our investigation, FDLE agents served a search warrant this morning at the 

Centerville Court residence where Ms. Jones lives after determining the home was the location 

that the unauthorized message was sent from. 

     “Agents knocked and called Ms. Jones both announcing the search warrant and encouraging 

her to cooperate,” Swearingen continued. “Ms. Jones refused to come to the door for 20 minutes 

and hung-up on agents. After several attempts, Ms. Jones allowed agents inside. Agents entered 

the home in accordance with normal protocols and seized several devices that will be 

forensically analyzed. At no time were weapons pointed at anyone in the home.” 

     The FDLE Office of Public Information further noted that any evidence will be referred to the 

Office of Second Judicial Circuit State Attorney Jack Campbell for prosecution as appropriate. 

     The Second Judicial Circuit covers Leon, Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Liberty and Wakulla 

counties. 

     In the affidavit for search warrant issued Thursday (Dec. 3), FDLE Special Agent Noel Pratts 

swore under oath that he believed he had probable cause to believe certain laws were being 

violated, and those violations were at 2540 Centerville Court, Tallahassee. 

     The search warrant gave the government agent the ability to enter the residence to collect the 

computer equipment and data, or printed or written documents being kept there, to help the 

state government prove laws were being violated, according to information in that affidavit. 

     The FDLE found reason to believe the premise is being used for the “… purpose of storing 

computer or electronic devices relating to the unauthorized access of a computer, computer 

system, computer network, or electronic device. 
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     The affidavit leading to the search warrant shows FDLE Special Agent Pratts had reasonable 

cause to believe some device or devices at that residence were being used to violate Florida 

Statute 815.06(2)(a). 

     Chapter 815 of Florida Statutes is computer-related crimes. 

     Paragraph 2 a of the law states violation of state law occurs when “A person commits an 

offense against users of computers, computer systems, computer networks, or electronic devices 

if he or she willfully, knowingly, and without authorization or exceeding authorization: 

     “(a) Accesses or causes to be accessed any computer, computer system, computer network, or 

electronic device with knowledge that such access is unauthorized or the manner of use exceeds 

authorization;” 

     This crime is listed as a third-degree felony in Florida. A third-degree felony in Florida can be 

punished by up to five years in prison and a fine of up to $5,000, according to records. 

     The affidavit showed that on Nov. 10 FDLE Special Agent Pratts spoke with Derrick Smith of 

the FDOH Bureau of Preparedness and Response, when he learned that a custom-made 

communications application for Emergency Management designed by ReadyOP was used 

without authorization. 

     ReadyOp is a web-based platform developed for incident and emergency planning, and it 

provides fast, efficient access to information to plan, coordinate, direct and communicate with 

multiple persons, groups and agencies. 

     On Nov. 10 at approximately 2:20 and 2:42 p.m., the affidavit noted, and unidentified subject 

gained access to the multi-user account group named “StateESF-8.Planning” and sent the 

following text “it’s time to speak up before another 17,000 people are dead. You know this 

wrong. You don’t have to be part of this. Be a hero. Speak out before it’s too late.-From 

StateESF8.Planning.” 

     The FDOH estimate about 1,750 messages were delivered before the software vendor was able 

to stop the message from continuing to be sent, according to information in the affidavit. 

     Special Agent Pratts’ investigation showed him tracking the source of the message to a 

Comcast account owned by Comcast subscriber Rebekah Jones, who was terminated from 

employment with the FDOH in May, and she then became no longer authorized to access the 

FDOH ReadyOp system, according to information in the affidavit. 

     The many pages of documentation in the affidavit leading to the search and seizure warrant 

being served reflected Pratts' extensive background and qualifications as a computer crime 

investigator, as well as 15 specific definitions regarding computers, computer-related devices, 

software programs, etc. 

     As for Jones’ version of the FDOH dashboard for infections, hospitalizations and deaths from 

COVID-19 in Florida, the seizure of her computer equipment by the FDLE is bound to interfere 

with that mission for some period of time. 

     Florida is a leader in COVID-19 cases, according to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. Florida is one of three of the 50 United States with more than one million cases of 

COVID-19 so far. As of yesterday (Monday, Dec. 7), when Jones’ home was searched and her 

equipment was seized, there were 19,282 Floridians who had died from COVID-19, according to 

the FDOH. That includes 46 from the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties so 

far, according to the FDOH. 


