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Town Council agrees to repair sewer 
service 
Susan Beaudet to be offered job as Bronson town 
manager 

 
Cameron Asbell (at the podium) asks the four currently active Bronson 
Town Council members to do something about the sewer service at his 
commercial property, 151 E. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27). Some people are 
wearing facemasks indoors in the small, confined meeting room at the 
Dogan Cobb Municipal Building. Others are choosing against following the 
advice of the Florida Department of Health to help prevent the illness and 
death caused by COVID-19 during the global pandemic. At the dais are 

(from left) Town Clerk Melisa Thompson, Vice Mayor Jason Hunt, Mayor 
Beatrice Roberts, and town councilmen Aaron Edmondson and Robert 
Partin. 

Photo taken from video (public records) provided by the Town of Bronson 
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     BRONSON – Cameron Asbell asked the Bronson Town Council to do something 
about the sewer service at his commercial property, 151 E. Hathaway Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27). 
      The Council agreed to fix the problem and to reimburse Asbell for the money he 
spent to find this issue. 
     Asbell said the location never had an issue when it was served by a septic tank. After 
the town connected the structure to the central sewer service, it has had issues. Asbell 
was among the people speaking to the Bronson Town Council during its regular meeting 
on Dec. 21. Asbell said he first asked Vice Mayor Jason Hunt for help in October. 
     Asbell said he spoke with Public Works Director Curtis Stacey on Dec. 14, and Asbell 
was told Stacey was waiting on approval from Town Council to fix the sewer problem at 
that location. Councilman Aaron Edmondson explained to Asbell that if the problem is 
on his property, it is his responsibility. If the problem is on the town’s property, the 
town will cover the expense to repair it. 
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     Asbell countered by saying the town’s appointed plumber put in the line there. The 
government mandated Asbell, as it required all interests along the improved collection 
route for sewer service, to connect with the municipal government’s sewer service. 
     The taxpayer said and that mandated collection never worked properly from day one. 
     Even though the town improved its infrastructure to better serve businesses coming 
to Bronson, and the even though the new sewer collection service reduces pollution to 
Florida’s water supply, Asbell said he did not want the service. He was content with the 
septic tank that came with the commercial property he bought years before. 
Nevertheless, he was forced to connect with municipal service, Asbell said more than 
once. 
     The man said he never knew that the construction was inspected to see if it worked. 
     Mayor Beatrice Roberts said that since the sewer was installed with grant funds, and 
since the contractor installed it incorrectly, according to what Asbell presented to the 
town government, the town should cover the expense, even though it is on Abell’s 
property. 
     Councilman Edmondson made a motion to repair the problem. Edmondson’s motion 
was seconded by Town Councilman Robert Partin and received a 4-0 vote. The seat 
formally held by Bronson Town Councilman Berlon Weeks is vacant, as Weeks is suing 
the town to be allowed to return to that seat. 
     On a related matter, Vice Mayor Hunt’s motion to reimburse Asbell for funds he 
spent to determine and document the plumbing issue also met with a 4-0 vote of 
approval. 
     On another matter with which the four sitting Town Council members are dealing, 
the Council is moving forward with hiring a town manager. 
     Susan Beaudet was selected by a 3-1 vote to fill that newly created job. Mayor Roberts 
cast the dissenting vote, with the mayor wanting Rodney D. Lucas, a community 
development director for Bunnell. Beaudet and Lucas were the top two people 
interviewed for the job. 
     Mayor Roberts said Beaudet’s background in insurance gave her pause from selecting 
Beaudet rather than Lucas, because the town did have a person with an insurance 
background in a similar capacity before. That did not work out well for the town, the 
mayor said as she shared her opinion about that history. 
     Roberts said Lucas has experience with municipal government management, and that 
is why she prefers him. 
     Although professionals involved with municipal government advised the Town 
Council to first revise its outdated town charter before switching to having a town 
manager, the Council moved forward with this choice. In the potential revision to town 
operations, the town manager will take over many operational duties within the place 
which is the county seat of government for Levy County. 
     Beaudet is to be offered $70,000 annually to start as town manager. 

 


