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Toys For Tots 
brightens 
children's 
Christmas 
654 Tri-County Area 
children are served 
 
Jaryd Twombly of the Florida 
Department of Children and 
Families is in the trailer with 
gifts galore as he gives the 
thumbs-up sign. He is among 
the many volunteers who 
helped make the program 
succeed again this year. 
 
Information and Photos 
Provided 
By Beverly Goodman, Manager 
Tri-County Community 
Resource Center 
(and from archived stories of 
the past 15 years) 
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     CHIEFLAND – Once again, the Toys 
For Tots program saw success in the Tri-
County Area of Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy 
counties. 
     Through the combined efforts of 
countless volunteers and donors, there 
were 654 children whose Christmas was 
brightened a little by the program to 
present them with Christmas gifts this year 
-- when those presents were distributed 
Saturday (Dec. 19). 
     The logistics and personnel have evolved 
and changed over time, but the spirt of love 
and joy continues in this program, which 
falls under the umbrella of the United 
States Marine Corps Reserve. 
     The basic mission of the Marine Toys for 
Tots program is to collect new unwrapped 
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toys and distribute those 
toys to less fortunate 
children at Christmas. 
The primary goal of 
Marine Toys for Tots is, 
through the gift of a new 
toy, to help bring the joy 
of Christmas and send a 
message of hope to 
America's less fortunate 
children. 
 
Volunteer Jaime 
Hinote is seen near 
the sign for Toys For 
Tots.. 

 

     Bryan Chrisp, who had led the effort for the previous seven years stepped back for the 
2020 event. 
     Still jumping into the fray, as well as helping even more people as a result of woes 
from the COVID-19 global pandemic, Beverly Goodman, manager of the Tri-County 
Community Resource Center, on Saturday (Dec. 19) was in the Walmart of Chiefland 
parking lot. 
     Before Chrisp’s seven years of service as the coordinator for the Toys For Tots 

program in this part of Florida, the program was 
coordinated by Vince and Pat Arcadi. Fourteen 
years ago, one of the distribution points was First 
Baptist Church of Bronson, and then another one 
was in a church in Trenton. 
     Thanks to Walmart management cooperating 
with the Tri-County Community Resource Center 
(and its parent organization of Partnership for 
Strong Families) and with Toys For Tots, families 
from all three counties again went to a central 
location for efficient toy distribution. 
     To see the story and photos from the 2019 story 
about the distribution of toys, click HERE. 
 
 
Beverly Goodman, manager of the Tri-
County Community Resource Center stands 
with Sly Davis, a retired member of the 
United States Marine Corps. While retired, 
many people know that a Marine is always a 
Marine. 
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