
HardisonInk.com 
Planets get noticed 

 
The crescent moon from Friday night (Dec. 18) shows how it looked on a 
night that was clear of clouds. This marked the first of two nights for a 
couple of sky-watchers in Levy County to check out the positions of Jupiter 
and Saturn, as the planets headed toward their conjunction. This early 
viewing was a function of having something in the event of clouds on Dec. 
21. 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- Nighttime sky-watchers observed a couple of the wandering 
stars – planets – somewhat seemingly almost bump into each other at the Winter 
Solstice on Monday evening (Dec. 21). 
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With Saturn being the 
greenish light at the 
top of this picture, the 
two planets are on 
their way toward being 
seen next to each other 
from this point of 
view. This photo is 
from Friday evening 
(Dec. 18). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Although the photo 
below may show the 
planets moving in 
synchronicity, this is 
an effect of the click of 
the camera being 
handheld with a slow 
shutter speed. There  

 

are many of these 
attempts by 
photographer Jeff 
M. Hardison that 
made him laugh 
when he saw them 
on a computer 
screen. The others 
were deleted. This 
one is just to 
entertain other 
photographers who 
did not have 
telescopes and the 
like. 
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This is Saturn alone on Friday night (Dec. 18) as seen from Levy 
County through a relatively small lens, when considering photos of objects 
in space. 
 
     The view from Levy County that evening included some shrouding by contrails in the 
vicinity of the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, which was observed from a hayfield 
next to The Ink Pad in the unrecorded subdivision known as Jemlands. 
     The year 2020 included some special astronomical events, with one becoming very 
noticed by many people in late December. This was the closest great conjunction of 
Jupiter and Saturn in 397 years. On Dec. 21, the two planets were observed to be 
extremely close by people looking from Earth toward those planets. 
     They are far apart from each other in space, but looking at them from this planet 
made them appear to be moving closer to each other. 
     Early astronomers noticed that while constellations remained uniform in their 
movement across the heavens, there were some “wandering stars.” Later, humans 
realized those were planets that also circled the Sun. 
     Knowing the potential of cloud cover obscuring the view on Dec. 21, at least a couple 
of Levy County sky-watchers shot pictures of the moon and of those two planets on 
Friday evening (Dec. 18) as those heavenly bodies appeared from ground level. 
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These half-moon photos taken Dec. 21 by Sharon Hardison show her 
graphic artist tendency, with branches adding that effect. 
 

 
Early in the evening just after sundown on Monday (Dec. 21), Jupiter (left) 
and Saturn appear to be near to each other. 
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This photo taken after the one above it appears to show more distance 
between the planets, but that is only from it being enlarged. The appearance 
of the slow movement toward each other continued after dark. 
 

 
Even closer but appearing farther, the planets are captured again. 
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Here is a view of the night sky in Levy County on Dec. 21 as the planets in 
the upper left corner of this picture become visible. 
 
     By the way, for people interested in how this ballet of planets touched in the sky 
continues from now (Dec. 23) through at least Jan. 4, can feel somewhat assured that 
they will still appear close but continue to move apart just after sundown. 
     During January, however, the two planets will become lost from being observed from 
Earth because of the foreground light of the Sun. 
     On Dec. 21, the day of the conjunction, Jupiter and Saturn were separated by a mere 
one-tenth of one degree when looking from a Levy County perspective, and to some 
observers they may have appeared to be a single bright “star.” 
     The pair of planets continue to become visible at twilight, close to the southwestern 
horizon in the Northern Hemisphere, or the western horizon in the Southern 
Hemisphere of Earth. They set – dropping below the visible horizon -- within a couple of 
hours or so after that. 
     Some people with pine trees or other trees or objects too close to them as they look to 
the southwest may not have seen the planets, because those viewers’ horizons were not 
open. Hence, a hayfield, or the Gulf of Mexico or other open areas with low horizons 
were and are good places to look westward-southwestward toward the sky. 
     The 2020 “Great Conjunction” of Saturn and Jupiter was seen from Levy County 
(Florida, United States of America, Earth) as the closest these planets appeared in the 
sky since 1623 – just after Galileo Galilei (Feb. 15, 1564 – Jan. 8, 1642) first observed 
them with his telescope. From this vantage point for humans in the Jemlands area back 
then (although it was not named that then and Galileo lived in Italy rather than the 
United States), there may have been too much natural growth of trees. 
     The event in the early night sky on Monday evening (Dec. 21), happened on the first 
day of winter. It was the winter solstice, which is also known as the hiemal solstice or 
hibernal solstice. This occurs when one of the Earth's poles has its maximum tilt away 
from the Sun.  
     The winter solstice makes the day be the shortest for sunlight in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 


