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Buck Bay residents light up  
for Christmas 

 
A festive blow-up that includes Santa Claus and elves landing in a yard is 
part of the Light Up Buck Bay competition. That's one merry helicopter! 
 
Story and Photos 
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(With a Collage by the Buck Bay Board of Directors) 
 
     LEVY COUNTY – Residents in a subdivision approximately two miles west of 
Chiefland wanted to bring friendly competition and holiday cheer to their 
neighborhood. 
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In the Light Up Buck Bay program, this sign says 'In a World Full of 
Grinches be a Griswold.' There were at least a couple of references via 
Christmas displays in the neighborhood to the National Lampoon's 
Christmas Vacation (1989 with Chevy Chase as Clark, Beverly D'Angelo as 
Ellen, Randy Quaid as Cousin Eddie Johnson, and several other great stars 
playing characters). 
 

 
Light Up Buck Bay's First Place winners John and Lori Thomas skillfully 
placed the word 'Jesus' on one side and 'Lives' on the other side of their 
roof. 
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A Nativity scene with a sign noting that Jesus is the Reason for the Season is 
seen in Buck Bay. 
 

 
A giant blow-up Santa greets visitors. 
 

 
This light up Santa and reindeer add to the homeowners’ overall display. 
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This Buck Bay homeowner got creative with PVC in making giant yard 
ornaments. 
 

 
All white lights create a classic presentation. 
 

 
The use of colored lights with the American flag as the highlight made for a 
beautiful display. 
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A collage of winners in the Light Up Buck Bay neighborhood competition is 
seen here. The sixth place winner was not available for this collage. 
Collage of photos provided by Buck Bay Board of Directors. 
 
     They succeeded in that mission. Light Up Buck Bay was the first event of this type 
since the Buck Bay Homeowners Association Inc. formed in 1998. 
Residents of Buck Bay were encouraged to participate in decorating homes and lawns 
for the Christmas holiday. 
     Prizes donated by local businesses were awarded to the top seven winners. Donors 
included: Barnhill Landscaping and Garden Center, The Gathering Table, Treasure 
Camp at Fowlers Bluff, The Deer Camp, Estate House Antiques, Merle Norman 
Chiefland and Chiefland Golf and Country Club. 
     Yard signs were provided by The Print Shop of Chiefland, and they were given to 
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winners to display in their yards. 
     Three community leaders acted as judges and awarded the following placement: First 
Place -- John and Lori Thomas, Second Place -- Aaron and Polly Halderman, Third 
Place -- John and Christina Pitts, Fourth Place Jesus and Sierra Hernandez, Fifth Place -
- Tom and Amanda Martin, Sixth Place -- Adam and Erin Boyd, and Seventh Place -- 
Eric and Charlene Wietz. 
     Beyond the winning participants’ displays, the community offers spectacular light 
presentations throughout the neighborhood. 
     Buck Bay’s main entrance is located on Northwest 70th Avenue, just outside of 
Chiefland. It is definitely worth the 30-minute drive through the community to view the 
beautiful light creations. 

 


