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Bitter cold kicks off December in  
Tri-County Area Warmer tonight than 
last night 

 
This graphic from the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee shows 
freezing weather in Georgia, but at its southern coverage are of Dixie 
County, the temperatures will not be freezing tonight (Wednesday, Dec. 3). 
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     TRI-COUNTY AREA – Subfreezing temperatures heralded the start of December 
in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties Tuesday night (Dec. 1). 
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This graphic created by the National Weather Service’s Ruskin Office shows 
the temperature at 5:14 a.m. on Dec. 2 in various parts of that NWS Office’s 
coverage area. 
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A hayfield in Levy County is covered with frost at sunrise on Wednesday 
morning (Dec. 2). 
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Striations of ice formed on a birdbath reflect the sun Wednesday morning, 
and then after a tap of the birdbath, the ice is rearranged for better viewing. 
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A few crystals of frost reflect light from a covered plant as the light icy 
covering of frost is seen on the ground. 
 

 
A solar-powered water pump may have a bit more work Wednesday 
morning until the icy water returns to its liquid form. 
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     Levy County Emergency Management Assistant Director David Peaton had sent a 
notice early Tuesday for people in Levy County to be aware of the pending shock from 
the sudden drop in temperature. 
     On Wednesday morning, after a request for information in the aftermath of the 
overnight freeze, Peaton provided a graphic from the National Weather Service with the 
low temperatures recorded early Wednesday morning (Dec. 2). 
     Additionally, Peaton sent some of the temperatures recorded from Levy County 
weather stations -- Bronson: 28; Otter Creek: 29; Chiefland: 31 (This one may not be 
correct as it appears the thermometer stopped transmitting data around 1 a.m., Peaton 
noted); and Cedar Key: 38 degrees Fahrenheit. 
     Nicole Carlisle, a meteorologist in the Ruskin Office of the National Weather Service, 
provided answers in a telephone interview Wednesday morning. 
     She said that while the calendar records Dec. 21 as the start of winter, many 
meteorologists consider December, January and February as winter. 
     “So, we get cold fronts with colder, drier air,” Carlisle said. 
     The subfreezing temperatures in Levy County on Tuesday night is “not too crazy,” she 
said. 
     When asked for a winter forecast, Carlisle checked with what the NWS meteorologists 
tasked with those weather predictions are saying for the area covered by the Ruskin 
office. 
     For the next few months, Carlisle said, people can expect a warmer than normal 
winter and it will be drier than normal. 
     When asked about the reliability of meteorologists’ forecasts nowadays, the 13-year 
veteran meteorologist said technology has come a long way in the past decade, and even 
in the past few years. 
     Another useful tool she mentioned is time and place. 
     Having lived in this region of Florida for so long, Carlisle has seen and experienced 
weather patterns from season to season, which helps her establish an anticipated range 
for temperatures and rainfall amounts. 

 


