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City cancels Dec. 28 meeting 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 16, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Among the items where the Chiefland City Commission voted 
unanimously to approve Monday night (Dec. 14), was the cancellation of the second 
meeting of the month on Dec. 28. 
     The Chiefland City Commission normally meets on the second and fourth Monday of 
the month, starting at 6 p.m. Often, though, the five elected leaders takes one of those 
meetings off in December due to little need for it to meet. 
     A Chiefland Fire Rescue employee received 36 hours of paid sick leave compensated 
by the city to him, because he had COVID-19 and could not come to work. This, too, was 
in a unanimous vote. 
     Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris said that if the firefighter had come to work with 
the disease, it could have caused the whole department to catch the virus and be out of 
action. During the long discussion about positive COVID-19 tests, isolation, quarantine 
and the number of days to be away from people when a person has COVID-19, City 
Manager Mary Ellzey said the current governmental sick leave act to help employees 
with COVID-19 for sick leave expires on Dec. 31. 
     Firefighters work for long periods of time in a row, which caused some more 
discussion about compensation required to be fair to the employee. 
     City Attorney Norm Fugate said the city should take care regarding its requirement of 
a negative test for an employee to return to work after they have tested as positively 
having the virus. 
     City Manager Ellzey said that as of Monday night, the city does require a negative test 
result before a person with COVID-19 can return to work for the city government. This 
policy will be reviewed, she added, noting however that many agencies have adopted 
that policy. 
     In another matter of human drama, parents of players in games hosted by the 
Chiefland Area Athletic Association have complained to the Chiefland City Commission. 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver told his colleagues on the City Commission that 
he has requested to sit in a CAAA Board of Directors meeting. He is going to request 
from the non-profit private group a monthly financial report to see where funds are 
going. 
     Weaver said one example of potential bad bookkeeping is where a football coach’s 
family accepts money, but no ticket is given to show the person has bought a ticket to 
watch the game. Another issue, Weaver said, is the method to select players for teams 
may be unfair. One team gets a 10-o win-loss season and another team nets a 0-10 win-
loss season as a result. 
     Weaver said he would like to see how teams are formed. 
     Weaver said playoff selection has proved to make some number of parents unhappy 
as well. He would like to see some guidelines in a written form. 
     City Commissioner Weaver reminded the other municipal leaders that governance of 
the CAAA is not their responsibility. 
     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones said he has heard the CAAA is not very well organized, 
including to the point where young players are in games with older players and the 
younger players suffer injuries – like concussions. 
     City Attorney Fugate said there is another issue the city may address. The CAAA 
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cannot sublet the park property to some other organization. If some group outside of the 
CAAA wants to use the facilities at Strickland Park, then that organization needs to 
approach the city. 
     The CAAA, Fugate said, cannot accept money from some other organization to use 
the city’s park. 
     City Commissioner Rollin Hudson said there were Babe Ruth Tournaments held at 
Strickland Park in years past, however with the CAAA hosting that event it does not 
appear that some other organization paid it for use of the park. 
     City Manager Ellzey said another league is forming and its leaders have expressed an 
interest in using Buie Park instead of Strickland Park. As for Weaver going to a CAAA 
Board of Directors meeting, there was mention that some “official” action by the 
association is happening from meetings that are not formal. 
     Among its many other actions, the City Commission presented students with Student 
of the Month certificates. 


