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Voter warns - language matters 

CEE critical of resolution's poor verbiage 

 
Barbara Byram speaks at the podium Monday morning (Dec. 14) as State Rep. Joe 

Harding and State Sen. Jennifer Bradley listen. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 15, 2020 at 5:10 p.m. 

     WILLISTON – A Levy County voter who ran for state representative in the general election 

addressed the Levy County Legislative Delegation Monday morning (Dec. 14) as she shared 

insight about a proposed resolution and how definitions of words matter. 

     Barbara Byram ran as a Democrat against Joe Harding, a Republican. Harding won the 

election for Florida House of Representatives District 22, which includes all of Levy and part of 

southwest Marion County. 

     On Monday, Byram was speaking on behalf of Citizens for an Engaged Electorate (CEE). Rep. 

Harding and State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) were both sitting in their 

very first Legislative Delegation Hearing since being elected. 

     Sen. Bradley’s district includes Levy, Dixie, Gilchrist, Baker, Bradford, Clay, Columbia, 

Lafayette, Suwannee, Union and part of Marion counties. 

     “Congratulations on winning your elections this past November. And thank you for appearing 

here and allowing me to speak,” Byram said as she began to help the new senator and new 

representative learn about the CEE and more. 

     “Citizens for an Engaged Electorate is a group of individuals working in Levy and Marion 

counties,” Byram said. “We focus on informing the public about the importance of participating 

in the democratic process; offering a summary of significant issues; and providing tools to 

individuals for engagement in the political process at all levels.” 

     She went on to share that the CEE believes that all people should have access to factual 

information to inform the shaping of their opinions on proposed legislation,  and that hyperbolic 

discussion around issues intended to elicit a hypersensitive response from the people is wrong, 

no matter who is presenting the information. 

     Language is important. Communication happens only when the meaning of words are agreed 

upon by speakers and listeners, she said. 
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     Byram noted there has been a trend for some people, even leaders to distort or misrepresent 

facts. 

     “We believe that educating the public is of primary concern. Part of this education concerns 

the various types of government and economic systems in countries around the world,” Byram 

said. 

     She spoke about proposed Florida Senate Resolution 150, which is titled "Individual 

Liberty and Democracy," and is sponsored by Sen, Manny Diaz Jr. (R- Hialeah Gardens, 

Dist. 36). 

     Byram mentioned that this resolution has been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

on which Sen. Bradley is currently set to be appointed. 

     The title of the resolution is "Renouncing democratic socialism in favor of the true 

American values of individual liberty and democracy." 

     “This would be factually incorrect,” Byram said. “This past election cycle saw a lot of 

misinformation conflating socialism, an economic system, with dictatorship, a form of 

government. It appears that Sen. Diaz has written this resolution based on that misperception. 

The term ‘democratic socialism’ in fact refers to two separate things: a form of government – 

democracy - coupled with an economic system - socialism. 

     “The resolution includes another error, Byram said. “I quote ‘in many nations that have relied 

upon democratic socialism to improve the lives of their citizens, the result has been economic 

and social chaos, an extraordinarily low standard of living for the vast majority, and the lack of 

individual freedoms for all,’ Byram continued. 

     “In fact, there are no nations that are or have been democratic socialist,” Byram said. 

“Senator Diaz appears to be mistaking dictatorship—a form of government that exists in too 

many nations—with socialism—an economic system that does not fully exist in any country in 

the world.” 

     The CEE said concluded believes that this resolution is misguided and would be an 

embarrassment to Florida if leaders should adopt it. 

     Byram let Rep. Harding and Sen. Bradley know that the Citizens for an Engaged Electorate 

would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue further with them. 


