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Sheriff seeks drones 
Police chief warns of guns in unlocked cars 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum (left) speaks to the newly elected state 

leaders for this part of Florida. 
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     WILLISTON – Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, speaking as the vice president of the 

Florida Sheriff’s Association (FSA), brought State Sen. Jennifer Bradley and State Rep. Joe 

Harding into awareness about one issue Tuesday morning (Dec. 14), as the freshmen state 

leaders conducted their first Legislative Delegation Hearing. 

     Sheriff McCallum spoke about drones (unmanned aerial systems) being used in law 

enforcement in Florida. He mentioned that COVID-19 and elections have been obstacles to the 

normal FSA legislative summit held by the high sheriffs of Florida. 

     The Monday morning hearing, held in the relatively new R. Gerald Hethcoat Community 

Center, which shares the roof of Williston City Hall, was conducted in the easternmost 

municipality of Levy County. 

     For at least the past 15 years, it has been held in Bronson at either the Dogan Cobb Municipal 

Building or in the Levy County Courthouse. Both of those Bronson locations, however, were 

unsuitable for a gathering of 40 or so people. The global COVID-19 pandemic ruled them out as 

locations. 

     Williston Code Enforcement Officer Wayne Carson set up 40 chairs in the room that has a 

maximum occupancy of 96 people, in an effort to put space between people as a method to 

reduce the odds of spreading COVID-19. 

     The room was named in honor of the late Mayor Emeritus R. Gerald Hethcoat, who passed 

away July 1 at the age of 77. 

     Williston, serving as the host city for Legislative Delegation Hearing, provided drinks and 

doughnuts for everyone who wanted them. Many people chose against wearing face masks in the 

enclosed setting. Only one speaker wore her mask even when she spoke, explaining to listeners 
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that she was in the group of humans who are at the highest risk for mortality from the virus. 

     Some people in the Tri-County Area appear to show little regard for medical science. As of 

Tuesday, 48 people have died from COVID-19 in the Tri-County Area and 239 individuals 

suffered such serious symptoms they had to go to the hospital. 

     As for drones, Sheriff McCallum said the FSA has not created its legislative priority list for the 

incoming Florida Legislature, however the unmanned aerial systems are a tool that can help law 

enforcement. 

     “Law enforcement currently is very, very limited in its use of drones,” Sheriff McCallum said. 

     Using a drone in Levy County, he said, would save the taxpayers from the cost of helicopters 

and other air support, which Levy County requests from Marion, Alachua and Citrus counties. 

     Drones can be life-savers for deputies and for the residents and visitors of Levy County, the 

sheriff said. 

     “It would help us in hostage situations,” he said, “as well as looking for lost children and so 

forth – which we have quite a bit in our county.” 

     Drones could help locate lost hunters in this county, too, McCallum said. 

     As the state’s sheriffs present that request to the Florida Legislature, Sheriff McCallum asks 

that the state leaders look at it closely. 

     The sheriff said this is not something to be used to spy on people. Law enforcement officers 

are aware of the requirements before conducting a search, and these laws apply to the use of 

unmanned aerial systems as well – in regard to rights of privacy, and rights to be free from 

unreasonable searches. 

 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow speaks to Rep. Joe Harding and Sen. Jennifer 

Bradley 

 

     Later in the hearing, Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow spoke to the legislators about people 

leaving guns in unlocked vehicles. 

     After welcoming Rep. Harding and Sen. Bradley to Williston, he said this is something he has 

mentioned in the past to state leaders. 

     Nationwide, statewide and locally, law enforcement agencies are seeing criminals going from 

vehicle to vehicle and testing doors to see if they are locked. When the doors are unlocked, the 

crooks enter the cars, trucks, vans and SUVs and they steal valuables and guns that are inside. 

     This happens in parking lots of stores, apartment complexes and even in neighborhoods, 
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Strow said. 

     Within the past few weeks, a thief stole a car and three firearms from within the Williston city 

limits, Chief Strow said. The car owner left the vehicle unlocked with the keys in it, he added. 

     All of the guns stolen from Williston, he said, have been stolen from unlocked vehicles – not 

from homes in Williston. 

     “People simply will not lock their cars,” Chief Strow said. “And they leave their guns 

unsecured in their cars.” 

     Last week, Strow said he was speaking with a colleague in law enforcement, when he learned 

that a 9-millimeter gun was stolen for the second time from the same car. 

     The police chief said he would like to see the Florida Legislature add something to the laws 

related to the theft of firearms, where it would make it illegal for a person to leave a car unlocked 

with unsecured firearms inside. 


