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Christmas Festival attracts a crowd 

 
A- Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus visit with three children from the same 
family. Raelyn Claussen, Sawyer Claussen and Theia Claussen enjoyed 
visiting with the merry couple. Theia got comfortable on Mrs. Claus's lap 
and wasn't in a hurry to leave. The Claussen children are from Trenton. 
~ 
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     CHIEFLAND -- The 2020 Chiefland Christmas Festival and Parade was a success 
Saturday (Dec. 12) despite the global COVID-19 pandemic forcing adjustments to the 
event. 
     Chiefland Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jeannie Lindsey said the 
Chamber was forced to cut back on the number of vendors because the tents were placed 
farther apart to protect vendors and the public from the virus. 
      “We did three feet apart between instead of two feet and we asked everybody not to 
let 10 or 20 people in their booth unless they were family,” Lindsey said. 
     There were about 60 vendors at the site – Trail Head Park in downtown Chiefland. As 
the weather warmed in the afternoon, shoppers began to crowd the midway to browse 
through the tents and make purchases. 
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Winners of the Rudolph Run (from left) are second place Children's 
Division J.T. Richburg, first place Children's Division Hunter Boyd, first 
place Adult Division Luke Stockman and second place Adult Division 
Simion Hernandez. 
 
      “I’ve been around and asked if everyone was okay and they said they were so 
thankful to do it, so I don’t think anyone was upset,” Lindsey said. “Even the lady in the 
next aisle, A&D services, (a solar panel company) said she did well today.” 
     The 9th Annual Rudolph 5K Run, a 3.1 mile run or walk event, drew about 36 
participants earlier in the morning. This years number of runners was about half as 
many as last year. Chamber officials said they weren’t sure why participation was down. 
The weather was cooler, and the global pandemic may have been a factor. 
     Luke Stockman, a 2020 Chiefland High School graduate, finished as the number one 
2020 Rudolph Run adult competitor with time of 19:41 minutes. Stockman was all alone 
when he ran the final 150 yards to the finish line. 
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Eleanor Frields and her mother Amy Frields enjoyed their day of running 
and walking in the Rudolph Run. 
 

 
Long distance runner Earl Beegle said he was using the Rudolph Run to 
strengthen his legs for bigger competitions. 
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Chiefland City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring (left) and Melanie King 
Hutchison are seen anchoring the Jim King Realty booth. It was a popular 
booth because they were giving stuff away. 

 
Vicki Pitts (left) makes a purchase of homemade air freshener from Destiny 
Castillo, owner of Destiny's Freshies. Behind Pitts is her friend Joyce Doss. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Heaven Barr of Williston makes cotton candy for a customer. Her parents 
have a cotton candy business. 
 

 
Face painter Paula Clairman (left) poses with customer Katie Mason. 
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Central Florida Electric Cooperative featured a huge lighted American flag 
in the Christmas parade. 
 

 
Concord Baptist Church members ride in a lighted red wagon. 
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AmVets Post 42 featured a patriotic float in the Christmas Parade. 
 

 
Chiefland Middle High School Band members ride on a long trailer covered 
in Christmas lights as they performed. The band members were largely 
invisible in the dark, but their music was loud and inspiring. 
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      “It was one of my better times. This is a good course too. It’s flat, it’s well marked and 
you don’t get lost. I like it,” he said. “It’s a good community race. A lot of people come 
here. Not everybody runs. A lot of people come out for the fun run part of it. People walk 
or just hang around.” 
     Simion Hernandez, a regular in the Rudolph Run for the past four or five years, came 
in second behind Stockman. They are friendly competitors and are typically in a pack of 
four of five adults competing for first place. 
     Hernandez, who has lived in the Chiefland area for 26 years, said his goal was to run 
18 minutes. He came in about a minute behind Stockman. Hernandez, a native of 
Guatemala who has Mayan heritage said he prefers to run in hot weather. He doesn’t 
run as well in cool weather. 
      “I love to run,” Hernandez said. 
     The children’s division was won by Chiefland resident Hunter Boyd. His Chiefland 
buddy J.T. Richburg came in second. They ran exceptionally well and were barely 
breathing hard when they finished one and two in the kids’ division. 
     Most of the runners know each other in the Rudolph Run. 
     Amy Frields, an eighth grade biology teacher at Chiefland Middle High School 
participated with her daughter, Eleanor Frields, a senior at CHS, but Frields walked 
while her daughter ran. 
      “I used to run. I prefer walking,” Frields said with a smile. 
     Her daughter, a cross-country runner, said her goal wasn’t to win the race. 
      “Nothing like that - probably to see what my time is for now; I haven’t been running 
for a little bit, since I’ve been weightlifting,” she said. 
     Earl Beegle, a Chiefland resident, said he started running about three years ago when 
he was a “204 pound fat boy.” 
      “I saw myself in the mirror and decided that’s not what I want to be,” he said. “I 
decided to change myself. Running was something I had done before. Right now, I’m 
trying to get in some of the bigger races in New York. I’m doing a marathon next week 
(26.2 miles). This is kind of a fun run, getting exercise for the legs.” 
     Beegle said he contracted COVID-19 this year but did not perceive any symptoms. 
Like other symptomatic carriers, though, he was advised to help prevent spreading it to 
people who could become ill – even to the point of hospitalization and death. 
     The Florida Department of Health required Beegle to be quarantined, he said, even 
though he ran a half marathon (13.1 miles) in one hour and 54 minutes when he was 
positive for the virus. 
      “Most people can’t run 13 miles and I’m cruising in the race for 13 miles and they’re 
telling me I’m sick and can’t go to work,” he said. 
     The Chiefland Christmas Festival Parade was held in darkness and drew a large 
crowd of spectators along U.S. Highway 19. Adults and children watched lighted floats 
pass by them along the dark highway. 
     City police and the volunteers with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office’s Citizens On 
Patrol blocked off traffic to allow the parade to proceed without any problems. The 
parade is a crowd favorite at the festival. 


