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First call for Williston mayor to resign 

 
City Councilwoman Debra Jones and Mayor Jerry Robinson speak with 
each other before the start of the meeting Wednesday night (Oct. 4). 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 6, 2020 at 6:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – During the first of two parts of the regular twice-monthly meeting of 
the Williston City Council where the agenda item is labeled “Public Participation,” two 
members of the public spoke. 

 
Williston City Council President Justin Head speaks with City Planner 
Laura Jones before the start of the meeting. 
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Williston City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. speaks with City Manager 
Jackie Gorman before the start of the meeting. The new countdown clock is 
seen in the lower right of this photo. 
 

 
Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross looks at some of his fellow Council 
members before the start of the meeting. 
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Fire Chief Lamar Stegall and Deputy Police Chief Terry Bovaird prepare for 
the start of the meeting. 
 

 
City Manager Jackie Gorman and Deputy City Manager C.J. Zimoski 
prepare for the meeting. 
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City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson and City Attorney 
Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. flank the vacant City Council seat that former 
City Councilman Charles Goodman left. There may be some action toward 
filling that vacancy at the Nov. 17 meeting, which is set to start at 6 p.m. in 
Williston City Hall. 

     This was the first meeting where a countdown clock showed speakers how many 
minutes they had remaining as it counted down from five minutes. Both speakers that 
Wednesday night (Oct. 4) addressed the City Council via Zoom. 
     Williston IT Consultant Aaron Mills helped City Council President Justin Head know 
about the desire of those listeners to speak. Mills also assured that the audience and the 
other three active members of City Council and Mayor Jerry Robinson heard those 
comments, too. 
     First to speak from the public was Cassandra Williams. She told the City Council that 
she wanted to address comments made by former City Councilman Charles Goodman at 
the Oct. 20 meeting. 
     According to her comments that night, Goodman said he had been approached by 
Mayor Robinson about something to do with $100,000 “on the quiet.” Williams said 
other Council members appeared to agree. 
      Then, she spoke about seeing Goodman speak plainly in the past and that she felt his 
word was to be trusted. Williams expressed her opinion that the Council members 
seemed too nonchalant after learning that Goodman and Robinson had conferred about 
something to do with $100,000. 
     Then she asked City Council President Head if it was a violation of the Sunshine Law 
for the mayor and a councilman to meet out of the view of the public and to discuss a 
matter. Since the mayor has no vote on matters, it seems unlikely to be a Sunshine Law 
violation. 
     Williams said the mayor did not explain, counter or respond to anything Goodman 
said that night at that meeting. 
     Head asked IT Consultant Mills to stop the countdown clock as he asked City 
Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. about what to do regarding the five-minute limit for 
people speaking. There was no response about the question of whether the mayor and 
Goodman violated any law regarding the need for the public to be present when voting 
members of a board discuss matters to be voted upon in the future. 
     Attorney Koberlein told President Head that this is a time for public comments, not 
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questions and answers. 
     The attorney said he works at the pleasure of the Council. He does not write questions 
down from the public commentary part of the meeting. 
     “You should generally NOT engage in a question and answer session during public 
comments,” Koberlein said. “It should be an item put on the agenda, so that public 
knows you are going to have a back-and-forth question-and-answer session. 
     “The public might be entertained by it,” Koberlein continued, “and want to attend just 
for that item; so that they can listen, and perhaps they will want to feed off of it and ask 
some questions.” 
     Should the City Council choose to engage in a question and answer session during 
public comments, Koberlein said, that is a choice of the Council in regard as to when to 
start and stop the or if to stop the five-minute countdown clock. 
     The attorney said he has seen where a member of the public has become bothered by 
the answer to a question taking longer than they thought it should take; hence, the 
person loses his or her time to comment. 
     There is no clear-cut, black and white law regarding whether an answer to a question 
should be counted against a person’s time allotted for making a public comment, 
Koberlein said. 
     “I always suggest that a board not engage in a question and answer session during the 
public comments,” Koberlein said. 
     He reiterated this is because it is unfair to people who did not know it was going to be 
happening, because it was not listed on the agenda. 
     People who want to place an item on the agenda are advised to tell City Clerk Latrisha 
Wright at least 10 days before the meeting when it is to be discussed. 
     In her final two minutes, Wright directed her comment to Mayor Robinson. She said 
she heard Robinson state that he would not resign under any circumstances. 
     Wright said she is a qualified voter who lives in the city limits, and that she feels the 
mayor needs to explain to the people what “this secret meeting” was and the $100,000 
to which Goodman referred, “and why it was necessary to keep it on the quiet.” 
     She asked the mayor to listen very carefully to her last statement. 
     Wright said that she felt that Robinson had said before that black lives don’t matter to 
him. 
     “Black lives matter,” Wright said. 
     Carol Fortney was the second person to address the City Council via Zoom that night. 
     Fortney expressed her opinion that Mayor Robinson always has Williston’s best 
interest in mind, as she went on to say some other people instigate things against the 
city and cause problems, even when they don’t live in Williston. 
     “I am proud of our mayor and our city,” Fortney said. 
     The Ministerial Faith Alliance started a petition on Change.org a month ago, calling 
for Mayor Robinson to resign. As of Friday night (Nov. 6), 92 people had signed it. 
     Among the opinions stated on the petition are the following “Robinson has alienated 
many citizens of Williston with divisive, hateful and outright racist social media posts. 
He has diminished the executive office and eroded the trust of the community by 
propagating incendiary rhetoric, encouraging discord and fueling the flames of racial 
disharmony in an already sensitive political and social climate. He is not contrite and 
has continued these behaviors after being confronted.” 
     That petition can be viewed by clicking HERE. 

https://www.change.org/p/residents-of-williston-fl-mayor-jerry-robinson-must-resign-it-s-as-simple-as-black-and-white?recruiter=1134072771&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=share_petition&recruited_by_id=3cdedc60-cc80-11ea-b371-c7ecc709fea9&utm_content=fht-23637367-en-us%3A1

