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Little yellow ducks race to save the WGP 
Winners donate back to the Preserve 

 
Two duck matrons are seen Sunday (Nov. 22) before the race. 
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     YANKEETOWN -- The mighty Withlacoochee River offered great conditions for the 
     Each year on the Sunday of the annual Yankeetown Seafood Festival, which is hosted 
by the Inglis-Yankeetown Lions Club, the Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve 
conduct a little, yellow, rubber duck race on the river. Sponsors buy numbered yellow 
ducks that float on the river after being launched. 
     The Annual Yankeetown Seafood Festival was cancelled this year due to COVID-19, 
but the ducks were able to race on Sunday (Nov. 22). 
     In the annual duck race, the ducks cross a finish line and there are winning ducks, the 
first and the last. This race serves as a fundraiser for the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve 
because people donate to bet on which duck will cross first. The winning sponsors are 
given cash when their ducks come in first or last. 
     This year, the floaters took advantage of an outgoing tide and light tailwind. The pack 
of 500 ducks was tight at first, but duck #59 jumped ahead about halfway through the 
race. 
     Once she had established her lead, there was no looking back. The mellow yellow, last 
place floater this year was #285. 
     The 2020 winning sponsors were Heidi Osbourne (First Place) and (Last Duck To 
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Finish) Sara Runnels. 
     Both longtime supporters of the WGP -- Osbourne and Runnels -- graciously donated 
their prize money back to the Preserve. The Friends of the WGP thank all of the 
sponsors of the ducks competing this year, and in years past. The Friends very much 
appreciate the support of all donors for the preservation of the Preserve. 
     The Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve is a 413-acre parcel of undeveloped wetlands 
located on Florida’s Nature Coast. It consists of mixed hardwood, pine, and cabbage 
palm forest, tidal marshes, and several salt ponds. 
     The Preserve has a 30-foot tall observation tower, a salt pond boardwalk, Gulf of 
Mexico-accessible canoe/kayak dock, and a 4,500 square-foot Education Center. 
Located at 1001 Old Rock Road, just off Levy County Road 40 West, in Yankeetown, the 
Preserve is open daily from dawn to dusk. 
     For more information about the WGP, please visit https://wgpfl.org. 
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