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Third Annual Pre-Thanksgiving food 

giveaway helps hundreds of people 

 
Tri-County Community Resources Center Manager Beverly Goodman speaks with 

a person who has come to accept food Saturday (Nov. 21) at Strickland Park. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 21, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The Third Annual Thanksgiving Farm Share event held at Charles 

Strickland Recreational Park, 2340 N.W. Old Fanning Road in Chiefland was a resounding 

success Saturday 

(Nov. 21). 

 

Volunteers 

organize a small 

mountain of food 

for distribution to 

people on 

Saturday morning 

(Nov. 21). 

Meanwhile at the 

park, soccer 

practice and 

games go 

uninterrupted. 
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Leisha Johnson of Farm Share gives a ‘Thumbs Up’ sign to show things are going 

smoothly during the free food giveaway. 

 

 
Miriam Hiers of Central Florida Electric Cooperative carries a box full of food to 

give to people. 
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Central Florida Electric Cooperative General Manager Denny George (orange 

vest) helps distribute food to people. He was one of almost 30 volunteers that 

made the third annual event a resounding success. 

 

 
Chiefland Fire Rescue Capt. John Lake adjusts a tape to help drivers know where 

to go through the parking lot of Charles Strickland Recreational Park. Among the 

other members of the CFR contributing to help in this event is CFR Assistant Chief 

A.D. Goodman. 
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Among the volunteers with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office’s Citizens On Patrol 

helping with traffic control is Larry Brown, seen here pausing for a moment next 

to his cruiser when requested for a photo opportunity. 

 

 

Some of the more than 

three miles of cars and 

other vehicles move slowly 

in a line along Old Fanning 

Road. 

 

     Even though one of the 

Farm Share trucks became 

disabled and did not make it, 

Tri-County Community 

Resources Center Manager 

Beverly Goodman said, there 

was enough food to provide for 

hundreds of families. 

     Leisha Johnson of Farm 

Share said there was about 

30,000 pounds of food brought 

by Farm Share to Strickland 

Park to distribute to people. 

     Through this cooperative 

venture of Farm Share with the 

Partnership for Strong 

Families, the Tri-County 

Community Resources Center 

(TCCRC), Central Florida 

Electric Cooperative, the City 
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of Chiefland, the Chiefland Police Department and others, the long, long line of vehicles moved 

smoothly through the process on Saturday, and vehicle after vehicle left with food in it to help 

people enjoy Thanksgiving. 

     Among the Chiefland Police officers closest to the traffic at the park was K-9 Officer Willie 

“Pete” Barnes III, and once again he handled directing traffic with grace and skill. Other officers 

were posted at turning points on U.S. Highway 19 and Old Fanning Road. 

     Among the volunteers with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office’s Citizens On Patrol at the park 

was Larry Brown, and he too guided people with friendly helpfulness. 

     This event was a drive-through exercise only. There was no parking. People could not exit 

their vehicles. This was free food for anyone with a vehicle who drove up to accept it. The 

participating drivers made the process move relatively quickly, and yet safely. 

     TCCRC Manager Goodman said there were 27 volunteers this year. 

     At last year’s event, it was before the global COVID-19 pandemic had started. 

     The TCCRC helps people throughout the year, and this annual event is just one example of 

how this branch of the Partnership for Strong Families assists individuals and families. 

     Since the pandemic went full tilt in the Tri-County Area in early March, things have become 

more extreme regarding agencies’ staff members meeting the needs for many Tri-County Area 

families. 

     One issue the Partnership for Strong Families and the Tri-County Community Resource 

Center address is food insecurity. 

     This Farm Share cooperative venture on Saturday with the TCCRC, the City of Chiefland, and 

the CFEC is part of the current ongoing effort to help people eat, however, there is the added 

theme for this giveaway of Thanksgiving. 

     The global COVID-19 pandemic has hit this rural part of North Central Florida, as it has 

affected the rest of the globe. Some people have been hospitalized, and some people have died as 

a result of COVID-19. 

     Some people caught the virus and did not suffer significantly. Some caught it, were 

hospitalized, went home and now must deal with lifelong limitations from reduced lung capacity 

and other chronic health issues. 

     Likewise, the COVID-19 pandemic has had an economic impact as well as a social and 

cultural influence on how people interact with one another. TCCRC Manager Goodman provided 

a gauge to see the difference a year can make. 

     “Phone calls to our resource centers are up 700 percent,” Goodman said, “and a primary 

resource that people are often seeking is food. So, we are incredibly thankful that we can play a 

small part in meeting that need on a large scale in our community today.” 

     To see the story and photos from last year’s event, click HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/11-26-19-hardisonink.com-farm-share-event-succeeds.pdf

