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Maskless man says no concern 

for spreading potentially deadly disease; 
Michael Cox appointed to Williston City Council; 

$175,000 moved from one fund to the next 

 
Mayor Jerry Robinson and City Council President Justin Head confer before the 

start of the meeting Tuesday night. The mayor has no vote on City Council matters. 

Hence, he and the president can discuss matters to be discussed without violating 

Florida law regarding open government. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 18, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 

     WILLISTON -- As America experiences a widespread increase in COVID-19 cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths, most municipal and county elected leaders in the Tri-County Area 

of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties are demonstrating no modeling of behavior to reflect 

compliance with the Florida Department of Health's (FDOH) public health advisory or the 

United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) advice for reducing the spread 

of COVID-19. 
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Jacqueline Appling (at the podium) and Vonda Williams hope to rejuvenate 

Cornelius Williams Park. Appling said her involvement with the park goes back to 

2011 when she was part of a group named Citizens Seeking Improvement. She 

hopes to have a committee created to work with the City Council’s park liaison to 

improve Cornelius Williams Park and the other parks in Williston. At the direction 

of City Council President Justin Head, City Clerk Latricia Wright will put this on 

the agenda for discussion at the regular Williston City Council meeting on Dec. 8. 

 

 
City Council President Justin Head made a statement about a matter that was not 

on the agenda Tuesday night. The statement was a response to a previous question 

about an alleged secret meeting between Mayor Jerry Robinson and former City 

Council President Charles Goodman at the Williston Municipal Airport. President 

Head said he was there with the mayor and Goodman was not. It was not a meeting 
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that was required to be open to the public, Head said. The City Council did vote to 

have an environmental study. That study will be funded by a grant Head said. The 

study is part of what needs to be done for a company to consider locating in the 

industrial park that is on the airport property. Mayor Robinson does not have the 

power to vote on anything. The five members of the City Council do. Head said he 

was at the meeting at the request of former City Manager Scott Lippmann, in the 

absence of Lippmann being there. The door to the meeting room was locked, Head 

said, because airport staff were not to b privy to the discussion. Some matters are 

not open to the public as the city is in competition with other venues for business 

locations. Florida law requires some meetings to be advertised and open to the 

public. This was not one of those. Head said he dislikes the term ‘secret meeting’ 

being used for this information get-together in the conference room at the 

Williston Municipal Airport with a business interest that may locate to that 

property. 

 

 
In Williston City Hall on Tuesday evening (Nov. 17), are (from left) City 

Councilman Elihu Ross, City Councilwoman Debra Jones and Mayor Jerry 

Robinson. 

 

 
Among the staff serving the needs of the Williston City Council as those elected 

people serve the interests of residents and visitors to this easternmost 

municipality in Levy County are (from left) City Manager Jackie Gorman, City 

Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr., City Clerk Latricia Wright and Deputy City 

Manager C.J. Zimoski. 
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Dennis Davis, senior client service manager with Wright-Pierce Engineering of 

Orlando, speaks about the 25 percent match required of the City of Williston for a 

$963,00 grant from the Southwest Florida Water Management District to fund a 

project to improve stormwater management at John Henry Park in Williston. The 

City Council voted 4-0 to move forward with that project, which will include 

replacing certain water and sewer pipes in the area for another $10,000. City 

Manager Jackie Gorman said this project is coming to fruition after years of 

planning. She mentioned that the potential of reaching the dream of including a 

splash park at John Henry Park is in the future. 

 
Williston Finance Director Stephen Bloom speaks to the City Council regarding the 

city’s finances, and he makes recommendations moving forward. 
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     The FDOH has noted for several months the following public health advisory: "Residents are 

advised to wear masks in public and to socially distance. Avoid crowds, closed spaces and close 

contact." 

     The task force created by President Donald Trump recently noted the virus has not been 

brought under control by the various state governments’ attempts to do so. 

     There is "now aggressive, unrelenting, expanding broad community spread across the 

country, reaching most counties, without evidence of improvement but rather, further 

deterioration," The White House Coronavirus Task Force noted in its most recent weekly report 

regarding COVID-19. 

     As of yesterday (Tuesday, Nov. 17), the FDOH had confirmed 17,644 people died in Florida 

from the COVID-19 in the past nine months. As of yesterday, the COVID-19 death toll in the Tri-

County Area is at 42 for the number of humans that the Medical Examiner's Office attributed to 

COVID-19, according to the FDOH. And the FDOH noted there have been in excess of 200 

people from the Tri-County Area who have required hospitalization so far from COVID-19. 

     County and city meetings across the area show a continued modeling of leaders not wearing 

facemasks, although there has been an application of methods to put more space between 

occupants in meeting rooms. 

     Meanwhile, last night, by a 3-1 margin, Williston City Council's members demonstrated a 

choice against wearing facemasks. Only Councilman Elihu Ross wore a facemask as he entered 

the meeting room. Councilman Ross then removed it once at his seat behind the dais. 

     One man who did not wear a facemask in the audience, when asked, said he chose against 

wearing one because he did not come into contact with many people in his day-to-day life. When 

he was reminded that the virus is airborne and that the room in which he was sitting is enclosed, 

and uses central air circulation, he shrugged it off. 

     Another man in the audience, when he was asked if he was not concerned about contracting 

the virus himself said "not particularly." When he was asked if he cared that he could be 

unknowingly spreading COVID-19, which could hurt or kill other people, he answered "not 

particularly." 

     Two of the three people voted upon, who were seeking to be selected as the fifth City Council 

member by the current four Williston City Council members wore masks. Albert Fuller Sr. and 

Angela Pompeo wore facemasks as they sat in the audience. 

     Michael Cox, the third nominee -- who was selected -- was not wearing a facemask on 

Tuesday night as he sat in the audience. 

     In addition to Fuller, Pompeo and Cox, the other three people who submitted applications to 

fill the seat vacated by former City Councilman Charles Goodman are Tammy Johns, Perry 

Adam Clark and Deedee Merando. 

     As the City Council conducted its process to choose the next sitting member of that group of 

local legislators, Councilman Ross opened by nominating Johns. There was no second to his 

nomination. 

     After it was assured there were no other members choosing Johns, Councilwoman Debra 

Jones then said Johns had told her that she (Johns) was no longer interested in being 

appointed, after having completed the application form to be considered. Then, Jones 

nominated Cox, which City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson seconded as her 

nomination. 

     City Council President Justin Head then nominated Fuller. 

     Ross then moved and there was agreement to stop nominations. 

     After a little more discussion, there was a vote. Ross voted for Pompeo. Head voted for Fuller. 
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Jones and Robinson voted for Cox. 

     A vote to certify the choice of the City Council to select Cox was conducted after a motion and 

second to do so, and there was a 4-0 vote of approval for Cox. 

     City Clerk Latricia Wright was tasked with finding a person to administer the oath of office at 

the Dec. 8 meeting for Cox to take the seat vacated by Goodman. 

     That Williston City Council post will open again with qualifying for election to that seat 

starting in January. A Williston municipal election in March will be conducted by City Clerk 

Wright, who is the supervisor of elections for that city, according to the City Charter. 

     The qualified voters in Williston are scheduled to decide who will be on the Williston City 

Council in that seat, and for any other elected posts and more details about that election are set 

to be published closer to the point where those voters will choose their city leaders. 

     As for people wearing a facemask in City Hall during the meeting Tuesday night, there were 

four or so of the 20 or so people in the audience and at the dais who wore masks. 

     The only two city employees wearing a mask were City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. 

and City Finance Director Stephen Bloom. 

     City Attorney Koberlein is an independent contractor for the city, providing advice and other 

services normally offered by an attorney practicing in this specialized form of law. 

     City Finance Director Stephen Bloom is an independent contractor for the city, providing 

advice and other services normally offered by a professional practicing in this specialized form 

of finance. Bloom is part of Inframark. 

     Inframark Infrastructure Management Services is a team of professionals providing a full 

range of customized management and financial services to special districts, municipalities and 

community associations across the southern United States. 

     When Bloom arrived at the meeting room after the available seats were all occupied, he 

waited in the hall area outside until it was his time to speak to the City Council about its need to 

transfer $175,000 from the Utility Fund to the General Fund. 

     Williston City Finance Director Bloom that night provided the four voting leaders, and Mayor 

Jerry Robinson, and other listeners with an overview of the city budget as well as advice on the 

best management practice in regard to maintaining reserve funds rather than a continued 

depletion of reserves. 

      As for public health and wearing facemasks, there is no federal, state, county or municipal 

mandate in the United States, Florida, the Tri-County Area (or any of its municipalities) 

currently for people to abide by the CDC’s or FDOH's public health advisories. People are left to 

their own devices regarding the probable spreading of an extremely contagious disease that can 

harm and even kill other individuals. 

     There are strong requirements, however, that every person in a courtroom in the Eighth 

Judicial Circuit wear a mask, get screened by questions and by the taking of their temperature 

for them to participate in courtroom issues. 

     Although humans aged from infancy through post-retirement have been hospitalized to treat 

COVID-19, and people in all age ranges have died from COVID-19, the highest percentage of 

people to go to the grave as a result of contracting the virus are the elderly and folks with chronic 

health issues such as obesity, high blood pressure, diabetes, asthma and the like. 

     Most elected leaders in the Tri-County Area currently are mirroring the feeling that they do 

not particularly care to participate in a united effort to stop the spread of COVID-19, regardless 

of its impact on public health or the economy. 


