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SpaceX manned launch filmed from a 

distance 

 
Flames shoot from the Falcon 9 rocket Dragon as it sends the SpaceX capsule 

named Resilience into space with four humans on Sunday (Nov. 15). This is the 

view from a hayfield in Levy County -- looking east toward Kennedy Space Center. 
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A Column 

     LEVY COUNTY – With 20 minutes until launch Sunday evening (Nov. 15), I carried a 

rocking lawn chair out 50 yards deep into one of my friendly neighbor’s hayfields. 

 

 

CLICK ON THE STILL PHOTO ABOVE TO 

WATCH THE VIDEO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRnN23RS0ro 

 

     I unfolded the chair and noticed the fog was 

starting to form. This was not my first rocket launch 

observation from that hayfield. Some conditions are 

different each time. This was the best long-distance 

video of a rocket launch so far from Levy County 

looking over toward Kennedy Space Center. 

     Launch was on time at 7:27 p.m. on Nov. 15. It 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRnN23RS0ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRnN23RS0ro
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had been set back one day due to weather. If the rocket did not launch Sunday, it would have to 

wait for Wednesday to have the right timing for leaving Earth to reach the International Space 

Station. 

     This was the Falcon 9 rocket carrying the SpaceX Dragon capsule with four astronauts bound 

for the International Space Station. Three American astronauts Victor Glover, Michael Hopkins 

and Shannon Walker, were joined by Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut Soichi 

Noguchi as those four sojourners began their flight to the ISS Sunday evening from the East 

Coast of Florida. 

     This Dragon capsule was named Resilience by its crew. This launch was the first full-fledged 

taxi flight for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration by a private company. 

     Meanwhile, 10 minutes before SpaceX launched its rocket and capsule, my Canon camera 

flashed a red blinking red light to show me that I needed to walk indoors and replace the battery 

with a new one. A brisk 100-yard walk back and forth, flashlight in hand, landed me in the lawn 

chair with a fresh battery. From my perspective, all systems now were Go For Launch. 

     Needles the community cat of Jemlands meowed. And then he rubbed on my bare leg. I was 

wearing shorts. (By the way, on a trip to see one launch as a journalist, I was getting ready to get 

on the bus for the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building rooftop view, but I was wearing shorts – 

which was a dress code violation to be on the VAB roof. I watched from a beachfront with other 

journalists.) 

     During a previous launch session in the very dark hayfield in the past year-plus, Needles the 

silent-pawed cat rubbed on my leg. He experienced a kneejerk reaction from me that inspired 

him to always meow before rubbing against my leg when I am out in the almost absolute 

darkness of a hayfield near woods. 

     My reaction was nowhere near as fast as when I saw my late brother Jim move as fast as light 

to disable a young man years ago when that fellow erred in making a bad move. That is another 

long story. 

     As for the pre-launch fun in the freshly cut grass Sunday eve, for about three minutes I 

enjoyed petting Needles as I looked east. He purred away and made me feel comfortable sitting 

alone in the darkness surrounded by fog. 

     I saw what has become a familiar red ball to me as it illuminated a spot going upward through 

the forest to the east of the hayfield. This launch was about 15 degrees north in the woods in 

contrast with another recent launch that took off from Cape Canaveral Air Force Base. 

     There have been a relatively higher number of launches this year in contrast with the previous 

decade or so. 
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By this point, the flames looked green. 

 

     I filmed the Falcon 9 flames from the first stage as long as it was visible on the camera 

monitor. The red ball seen through the woods went into the air and began to stretch out to be a 

red moving line in the air stretching out. The rocket flames appeared to turn blue and then green 

from my point of view looking through the ground fog. It became a white dot moving in the air. 

     Then, I turned the camera off and saw only with my eyes as the white dot continued with 

what appeared to be a very wide lit up mist behind it. 

     Soon, I picked up the lawn chair and returned it to the lawn, and then entered the house, 

where I watched more of the event as Sharon Hardison shared the view on her cell phone. 

     I was saddened to learn that Elon Musk, the CEO of SpaceX was suffering from COVID-19. 

He had to watch this from a place offsite from Kennedy Space Center, because it has rules to 

help reduce the spread of the virus on that campus. 

     I have been at KSC a few times, including for one launch that I covered as a journalist 

for HardisonInk.com. United Launch Alliance and the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration were genuinely extremely pleasant and accommodating hosts some years ago 

when I went for that visit. 

     By the way, I lived in Melbourne for a time as the bureau chief of the Palm Bay Sun. That was 

more than 33 years ago – when I met the lovely and talented Sharon, who married me when I 

was the editor of the Glades County Democrat. 

     I intend to visit KSC again after the global pandemic significantly subsides. Meanwhile, I like 

watching launches from the hayfield. Perhaps I will find some place relatively closer to the 

launch point for watching a launch. Time and space will tell. 


