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Publisher succeeds with Medicare application 
‘Retirement’ scheduled for June of 2022 
 - Second in a series of stories 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 12, 2020 at 9:10 a.m. 
     JEMLANDS – The United States Social Security Administration (SSA) on Monday afternoon 
(Nov. 9) kept a scheduled telephone conference with a man slated to become 65 years old soon. 
     The SSA allegedly enrolled him in Medicare. 
     “I really was put off by the Social Security Administration’s website and a couple of its 
spokespersons before yesterday,” Hardison said on Tuesday afternoon (Nov. 10). “After speaking with 
a competent, rational person from the Gainesville office yesterday, I feel comfortable moving forward 
with my plan to switch my health insurance options on Jan. 1. And, as a bonus, I learned that I will be 
able to retire in 2022 and then earn as much money as I want without penalty to accepting the Social 
Security payments, or my Medicare benefits, et cetera.” 
     The professional, multiple award-winning journalist said he now intends to continue the series of 
stories about this Medicare process so that people turning 65 years old can see what to expect. 
     “Nothing is so constant as change,” Hardison said. “Although I think it is fun to say that change is 
constant, in the same breath I am inclined to not that there are no absolutes, and then say there may 
some absolutes. For instance, there is truth and then there is the other side of reality.” 
     The journalist continued as he prepares to begin his sojourn into the pre-Medicare world. 
     “I received a call from ‘Medicare Mike’ last night,” Hardison said Thursday morning (Nov. 12). 
“Michael Crotts owns the Best Plan Choice Insurance Agency. He is my choice for helping guide me 
through this. I am hoping also to see some level of assistance from SHINE. SHINE is an acronym for 
Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders, which is a free program offered by the Florida Department 
of Elder Affairs.” 
     Hardison said his person helping him choose a Medicare plan to fit his needs called to ask if the 
man had completed the process for Medicare enrollment. 
     “I told Mike that just finished the process Monday afternoon with a Social Security Administration 
worker who is based in the Gainesville office, but who is working from her home due to COVID-19 
forcing the closure of almost all, if not all Social Security offices.” 
     Hardison reminded his advisor that while both of those men are working on Veterans Day (Nov. 
11), the federal government is observing the holiday by letting employees enjoy a paid day off. 
     “So, here’s what will happen,” Hardison said. “This is the second story in a series about one man’s 
journey into the health insurance plan known as Medicare. My plan is to keep the series going to help 
all people understand the current scenario regarding this benefit for workers in America.” 
     Hardison said that as it stands, the next story should be completed before Nov. 30. 
     “There are three positive takeaways from that kind Social Security worker calling to help me enroll 
in Medicare this week,” Hardison said on Thursday morning (Nov. 12). “First, the odds are good that 
this enrollment will succeed as she promised. Second, according to her, 60 percent of the people who 
try to create an online mysocialsecurity account are not successful; so, I should not think that failure 
by me is so rare. Third, I learned that a bit before June of 2022, I can keep selling ads while still 
retiring with full benefits from my Social Security, including staying with Medicare as my primary 
health insurance.” 

 


