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Berlon Weeks contends his resignation is 
not valid Town Council disagrees 
– court action seems likely 

 
In this photo captured from a video provided by the Town of Bronson upon 
request, attorney W. Blake Fugate walks away from the podium after 
making a presentation to show reason to believe the Town Council erred in 
its 3-1 vote to accept an alleged resignation by Berlon Weeks from Town 
Council. A judge may be approached by attorney Fugate as the counselor 
may seek to for a judge to enjoin the town and force it to admit Weeks never 
resigned. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 10, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Berlon Weeks, a man who the Bronson Town Council voted 3-1 to 
accept his alleged resignation from Town Council, brought attorney W. Blake Fugate to 
the regular Council meeting Monday night (Nov. 9) to contest that situation. 
      Attorney Fugate told the Town Council, with Town Attorney Steven Warm “present” 
via Zoom, that Florida law requires for a resignation such as Weeks’ alleged resignation 
to be valid and binding, it must be unambiguous, non-contingent, immediate, clear and 
unmistakable. 
     Fugate listened to the tape recording from the meeting where Weeks became upset 
and walked out of the meeting, and what the attorney heard showed him that his client’s 
verbiage failed to meet the mandatory standard required for the resignation to be valid. 
     Town Attorney Warm, Fugate said, conceded that the statements Weeks made were 
of a future intent and not a current resignation. Those statements of future intent, 
Fugate said, do not create a resignation and they do not subsequently create a vacancy 
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in the seat on Bronson Town Council where Weeks sat. 
     Attorney Fugate said all that his client sought Monday night (Nov. 9) was recognition 
by the Town Council that he is a member of the Council and for him to again sit in his 
seat as a representative of the people of Bronson. 
     Weeks never stopped being a Town Council member, Fugate contends. Weeks’ term 
has another nine or 10 months to go, Fugate added, and his client has said he will not 
seek reelection. 
     Countering Fugate’s presentation, Town Attorney Warm said he was not certain 
enough about Weeks’ intent to resign, and that is why he wanted the Council members 
who were there when Weeks made his statements to take a vote on whether Weeks was 
resigning. As noted, the vote was not unanimous. 
     Mayor Beatrice Roberts, and councilmen Aaron Edmondson and Robert Partin 
previously voted that Weeks did resign. Vice Mayor Hunt previously voted that Weeks 
did not resign. There was no vote in regard to this matter on Nov. 9. 
     Warm said he believes the action of Council was fair and proper when it chose 
previously to accept the alleged resignation. There is a need now, Warm said, to fill the 
vacancy by appointment. The Town Council can choose to appoint Weeks to fill the 
vacancy, Warm added. 
     Fugate argued against statements by Warm. Only the governor could have removed 
Weeks or only Weeks could have created that vacancy by resigning, and Weeks 
maintains that he never actually resigned. 
     Town Council cannot create a vacancy to be filled, Fugate said, as he noted what he 
felt was incorrect verbiage by Warm. Also, there was not an unambiguous and 
unmistakable statement by Weeks that he was immediately resigning, Fugate repeatedly 
stressed to the municipality’s leaders. Weeks did not vacate his position by resignation, 
Fugate argued. 
     Mayor Roberts said there was a 3-1 vote to accept the resignation. Weeks resigned, 
and the seat is vacant, Mayor Roberts said. The mayor would not entertain any other 
condition as being true. 
     Fugate explained to Vice Mayor Hunt, when Hunt asked, that the next step will be for 
the plaintiff to seek a judge to enjoin the Town of Bronson to force it to concede that 
Weeks is still a member of Bronson Town Council. 
     The attorney went on to say an additional action is to be sought for the town to pay 
the attorney’s fees that were required for Weeks to be sitting in the seat, from whence he 
never resigned, according to the argument of Weeks. 
     Fugate said he would prefer not to take these actions, including forcing the town to 
pay his fees. Instead, Fugate again asked the town leaders to simply resolve this issue 
now by conceding the Council had erred in declaring the resignation to be valid. 
Welcome Weeks to be seated at the dais. 
     Fugate said Bronson is his second favorite city, and he does not want the town to be 
forced by a judgment to pay his fees. Williston, his hometown, is presumably his favorite 
city, although he did not say that during that meeting. Gainesville, where Fugate 
graduated from the University of Florida Fredric G. Levin College of Law, may be his 
favorite city. In any event, Bronson is his second favorite town, according to what he 
said Monday night. 
     There was no action by Town Council to honor Weeks’ request as presented by his 
attorney. 


