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Florida voter registration machinery 

breaks down; Extension Granted 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE – Yesterday (Monday, Oct. 5) was the deadline for the ability to register to 

vote in Florida broke down. An extension has been granted. 

     For some reason, probably the result of too many last-minute voter registrations, the 

computerized system to register broke down for some number of hours. This caused some 

people to be denied the opportunity to register to vote in Florida. 

     As of this morning, it is working and registered voters can perform all of the things that are 

normally able to be done via the system. However, with that deadline to register to vote in the 

Nov. 3 General Election have passed as of yesterday (Oct. 5), there are some requests for Gov. 

Rob DeSantis to extend that deadline. 

     This morning (Tuesday, Oct. 6), Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Nicole “Nikki” Fried, an 

independently-elected member of the Florida Cabinet, sent a letter to Gov. DeSantis and the 

Florida Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee highlighting yesterday’s voter registration website 

errors, which for hours, caused Floridians to not be able to register to vote. 

     As noted by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Communications 

Department, Commissioner Fried called on Gov. DeSantis to extend Florida’s voter registration 

deadline by at least 24 hours due to the website’s errors which may have prevented thousands of 

Floridians from exercising their right to vote in the coming election. 

     “There were reports of people attempting to register for hours,” Fried noted in her letter, 

“even after the Secretary of State announced that the website was up and running — this is 

unacceptable.” 

     The deadline exists for a reason — and it is the right of every person in Florida who chooses to 

register to vote, to do so up until that deadline, Fried noted in part of her letter. 

     “This is about constitutional freedoms, not about politics — it’s about the fundamental right 

of everyone who is eligible to register to vote, regardless of political party, to make their voice 

heard at the ballot box,” Fried wrote. “It is the State’s duty to ensure the website works as 

anticipated, to allow Floridians to exercise their constitutional rights. With hours taken away 

from the deadline due to errors, we have witnessed a potential violation of those rights.” 

     Fried is calling on Gov. DeSantis to extend Florida’s voter registration deadline by at least 24 

hours. 

     Craig Latimer, the president of the 67-counties’ Florida Supervisors of Elections, sent the 

governor an instant letter as well this morning (Oct. 6). 

     On behalf of all of the state’s supervisors of elections, President Latimer noted “I respectfully 

request that Florida extend the voter registration deadline to accommodate those citizens who 

were unable to access the Florida Online Voter Registration system due to the website’s capacity 

failings on October 5th. 

     “The supervisors appreciate your consideration and look forward to a quick response,” 

Latimer concluded. 

     “This morning I met with Governor DeSantis to brief him on the status of the online voter 

registration system and the challenges we encountered last night due to unprecedented volume 

and traffic to our website,” Lee said in a prepared statement.” 

     The Secretary of State’s Division of Elections oversees elections. 

     Maria Matthews, Esq., the Florida Department of State's Division of Elections Director, 
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noted  a directive (2020-02) from the Secretary of State Lee relating to an extension of the voter 

registration deadline. 

     "We ask that Supervisors of Elections' offices remain open until 7 pm local time today (Oct. 6) 

to continue to receive paper applications that may be delivered." 

     The directive by Secretary of State Lee noted that because of these difficulties, caused by 

abnormally high volume of last-minute voter registration "any applications received on Florida’s 

Online Voter Registration system today, October 6, 2020, before 7 p.m. Eastern Time, will be 

included in the registration for the Nov. 3, 2020, General Election. Paper applications 

postmarked by today, October 6, 2020, will also be included." 

     She added that "...any applications received in person today, October 6, 2020, before 7 p.m. 

local time, through the following channels will be accepted: 

• County Supervisors of Elections Offices 

• Local Tax Collector’s Offices 

• Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles’ Driver’s License Offices." 

     Secretary of State Lee noted that she and Gov. DeSantis will be working with these offices to 

discuss extending office hours today to further assist potential voter registrants. 


