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Commission agrees with state’s choice 

for next administrator of FDOH in Tri-

County Area; 

Levy County Commission approves $165,000 for 

new LCSO phone system 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 6, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 

     BRONSON – As part of its planned matters to approve or deny requests on Tuesday (Oct. 

6), the Levy County Board of County Commissioners approved a request for a vote of 

concurrence on the appointment of the next administrator for the Florida Department of Health 

(FDOH) in Tri-County Area of Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties. 

     Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees, M.D., the leader of the FDOH, on Sept. 23 requested 

concurrence from the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on the appointment of 

Natalie McKellips as the administrator for the Florida Department of Health of the FDOH units 

in Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties pursuant to 154.04 Florida Statutes. 

     Florida Statute 154.04 notes aspects required in each of Florida's 67 counties regarding the 

public health units there. 

     Minimally, according to law, each county health departments must have personnel consisting 

of a county health department director or administrator and a full-time public health nurse, a 

public health environmental specialist, and a clerk. All such personnel shall be selected from 

those especially trained in public health administration and practice, so far as the same shall 

relate to the duties of their respective positions. 

     The Tri-County Area does not have a county health department director, which according to 

Florida law "shall be a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 who is trained in 

public health administration and shall be appointed by the State Surgeon General after the 

concurrence of the boards of county commissioners of the respective counties." 

     Since the law notes "or an administrator," though, the Tri-County Area has had and will have 

a continuation of a county health department administrator. And as the law notes, this person is 

"trained in public health administration" and "may be appointed by the State Surgeon General 

after the concurrence of the boards of county commissioners of the respective counties." 

     During the Levy County meeting, Commissioner John Meeks asked Locke about the potential 

to return to a county-by-county set of FDOH units for Levy, Gilchrist and Dixie counties. 

     Locke said she will let the next person who will be the Tri-County Area FDOH administrator 

answer that in the future. Meanwhile, though, this system does appear to be saving the state 

taxpayers some money, she intimated. 

     As for the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners, that set of people 

approved the request from Dr. Rivkees for McKellips to replace Locke, upon 

Locke’s retirement – which is set for December -- during the Gilchrist County 

Commission meeting on Monday (Oct. 5). 

     As for the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners’ approval of Dr. 

Rivkees’ request, that is on the Oct. 15 agenda for that County Commission to 

consider. 

     In another matter of more immediate urgency, the Levy County Commission approved 

$165,000 to be used from the General Fund Contingency Reserves portion of the Fiscal Year 
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2020-2021 Budget, which just began on Oct. 1. 

     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum told the County Commission that as recently as Sunday 

(Oct. 4), a terrorist group that has intended to extort money from the Levy County Sheriff’s 

Office again attacked the non-emergency telephone lines. 

     These telephonic terrorists tried to hold the 352-486-5111 non-emergency Levy County 

Sheriff’s Office line hostage for millions of dollars on July 16, Sheriff McCallum first told the 

Levy County Commission at its July 21 meeting. Since then, the sheriff has been working with 

his IT staff to find a system that will be resistant to this form of attack. 

     The LCSO non-emergency system is 25-years-old, he said on Tuesday (Oct. 6). 

     Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner, a retired law enforcement officer who finished his 

career as being part of the LCSO years ago, said he knows the Sheriff’s Office needs this new 

telephone system. 

     Sheriff McCallum mentioned a couple of significantly large Florida counties that have 

experienced terrorists attempting strike as a test on 9-1-1 system facilities too. 

     He asked the County Commission to authorize the expenditure of $164,478.95 to replace the 

existing telephone system, and the security part to protect the system. 

     On a motion by County Commissioner Lilly Rooks, seconded by County Commissioner John 

Meeks, the authorization was approved. 

     Jared Blanton, MBA, CPA, the finance officer and chief deputy clerk for Levy Clerk and 

Comptroller Danny J. Shipp, explained to the County Commission some of the logistics of its 

approval of this expenditure and how it will work. 

     As for the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners and the Gilchrist County Board of 

County Commissioners approving the FDOH’s choice for the next administrator of the Tri-

County Area, 

IN OTHER ACTION 

     Carol Drysdale, Levy County resident, received approval from the County Commission to 

proclaim October as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month, and furthermore, the County 

Commission recognized Oct 15 as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. 

     The County Commission also heard from representatives of the Levy County 4-H program to 

recognize Oct. 4-10 as 4-H Week in this county. 

     The County Commission approved a special exception for the construction of a 150-foot tall 

cell tower in the on a parcel of land located in Manatee Farms Estates at Unit 1, Lot 30. The 

address there is 12451 N.W. 85th Ave., Chiefland, according to records. The property is owned 

by Chiefland Baptist Church Inc. 

     And the Levy County Commission performed other actions as well on Tuesday (Oct. 6). 


