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Chamber hears about tourism’s impact 
in Levy County 

 
Levy County Tourist Development Council (TDC) Executive Director Tisha 
Whitehurst prepares to speak to the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce 
about the funding method to attract tourists to the visit the area’s 
attractions. 
 
Story and Photo 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 25, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – Members and guests at the Friday afternoon (Oct. 23) meeting of 
the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce heard about one of the major economic engines in 
Levy County. 
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This placemat with a map on one side and information on the other side is 
among the forms of media used to help attract people to Levy County. Each 
member and guest at the Chamber meeting on Friday was given one of these 
if they wanted. 
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     Levy County Tourist Development Council (TDC) Executive Director Tisha 
Whitehurst gave a compelling presentation as the keynote speaker during the meeting 
held in the Hudson Conference Room of The Gathering Table Restaurant in beautiful 
downtown Chiefland. 
     Members and guests enjoyed the luncheon provided by a Chamber of Commerce 
business member. 
     “Not every Levy County resident works in tourism,” Whitehurst said, “but tourism 
works for every resident. When tourists come to town, they eat in our restaurants, shop 
in our stores, and visit the numerous events and attractions we have to offer. They also 
pay a tax that ensures we can keep them and other tourists coming to Levy County.” 
     TDC Executive Director Whitehurst and her one full-time administrative assistant 
Catrina Sistrunk are the team that promotes Levy County and helps assure the 
sustainability of this revenue stream into Levy County. 
     Whitehurst explained how the “bed tax” helps the tourism industry in Levy County. 
The first TDC executive director was Carol McQueen. 
     In 2002, Levy County voters approved this dedicated funding source to promote 
tourism here, Whitehurst said. Tourist development taxes, which are also known as “bed 
taxes,” are paid only by the people who spend nights at motels, hotels, resorts, 
campgrounds and the like. 
     That money then is designated for spending with the sole purpose of marketing Levy 
County as a destination for visitors. 
     The funding is overseen by the TDC Board of Directors, which is comprised of three 
local elected officials, three accommodation owners or managers, and three members at 
large. 
     In October of 2019, the TDC and the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
increased the Bed Tax from 2 percent to 4 percent. The collection of that 4 percent tax, 
Whitehurst explained, began on Jan. 1, 2020. Money collected now pays to attract 
future tourists, she added. 
     This system for using tourist-generated funding to attract more tourists has worked 
well, Whitehurst said. It is important to remember that only tourists generate this 
money. It does not come from Levy County residents, unless they happen to 
spend a night or more in a motel, campground, resort, etc. 
     This stream of income from outside of Levy County, Whitehurst told the Chamber’s 
members and guests, is part of the money that pays for infrastructure, public safety, 
schools and environmental programs, and more, because the tourists are providing 
income to local businesses. 
     This industry creates approximately 475 tourism-related job in Levy County, 
Whitehurst said, as she cited the information from a 2015 Visit Florida economic impact 
study. 
     Tourists help shoulder the tax burden in Levy County, she said, as she noted that 
tourism generates $747,000 in annual local sales tax revenue for Levy County, as 
calculated using the Florida Department of Revenue’s data. 
     Whitehurst reminded listeners that Levy County is competing against bigger markets 
such as Orlando for tourists, but it is also in competition with every other state in the 
United States as well as with foreign countries where people can visit for relaxation and 
enjoyment. 
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     “Levy County must maintain its visibility among potential visitors,” 
Whitehurst said. “The only way to do that is by setting aside money that is 
meant to fund local tourism marketing. That is exactly what tourism 
development taxes do.” 
     Click HERE to read one of the previously published stories about the increase in 
2019 of the Bed Tax in Levy County. 
     Click HERE to read about the Levy County Visitors Bureau office that opened in 
Williston in 2019. 
     Click HERE to read a 2016 story with photos from the Withlacoochee Gulf Area 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting when Carol McQueen was the Levy County TDC 
executive director. 
     Click HERE to visit the Levy County TDC site. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/10-25-19-hardisonink.com-bed-tax-increases-in-levy-county.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/9-27-19-hardisonink.com-tourism-helps-levy-county-residents-and-visitors.pdf
https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/10-21-26-hardisonink-com-withlacoochee-gulf-area-chamber.pdf
http://visitnaturecoast.com/

