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Tigers beat Red Devils 40-38 
Home team hampered by injuries and quarantine 
 

 
Trenton quarterback Tyler Perry prepares to hand off to Jacob Guthrie (#2) 
as Tristan Sloan runs a fake to the left behind the blocking of Gabe Mitchell 
(#64). 
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     WILLISTON -- The Trenton Tigers Varsity Football Team defeated the Williston 
Red Devils 40-38 Friday night (Oct. 23) in Williston as the visitors wrapped up that win 
with a 32-yard field goal by senior Preston Blankenship. 
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Tiger quarterback Tyler Perry runs left on a quarterback keeper as Caleb 
Morgan (#10) runs into the line behind the blocking of Zach Dumas (#55). 
 

 
The helmet of an unidentified Williston player flies from a pile of colliding 
Trenton players. 
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Red Devil runner Kurt Pitts finds a big hole in the Trenton defense behind 
blockers Patrick Lauterbach (#38) and Kamarious Gates (#50). 

 
Williston quarterback Marland Williams takes aim at a lane being carved by 
blockers Kurt Pitts (#4) and Kamarious Gates (#50). 
 
     When the ball sailed between the uprights, Blankenship was swarmed by teammates 
congratulating him, while the Red Devils, who had fought as hard as Trenton dropped to 
their knees in disbelief. 
     Blankenship said he knew it was a long kick, but he was able to focus. 
      “It was a little deep honestly, but I knew if just kept my mind right I’d be good,” 
Blankenship said. 
     The game was like a war. The hitting was brutal, and the turnovers were untimely and 
numerous. Both teams gave up points on big plays. Neither team would quit. The 
offenses were on fire. The defenses were merciless. 
     Ultimately it came down to a final drive by Trenton that lasted just over a minute. 
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The Tigers were able to earn several first downs. After each first down, they spiked the 
ball to stop the clock. They had used up the timeouts by this point in the competition. 
     After the final ball spike, Trenton hustled to get Blankenship on the field. He booted 
the field goal. It was over. 
 

 
The family of Robert Carlton ‘Bob’ Crooms Jr. and his son Christopher Jay 
Crooms accept plaques in their honor. Both men had been active as coaches 
in Williston athletics. Before being a coach, Bob Crooms had been athletic 
director. Jay Crooms had been a sheriff's deputy. Jay dedicated nearly 23 
years of his life to law enforcement (Florida Department of Corrections and 
Levy County Sheriff's Office). The Williston football family said goodbye to 
their two heroes at halftime. The father and son passed away two days 
apart. 

 
      “We talked about it today at the pregame meal,” Trenton Varsity Football Head 
Coach Bill Wiles said. “We talked about this. We talked about how we were gonna be in a 
war and it’s going to come down to the last play. We talked about it, talked about that it 
might be tonight; it might not be tonight, but it was coming. It was tonight.” 
     Coach Wiles said he was proud of his players for hanging in there. He said they had a 
chance to put away Williston and didn’t. Trenton turned the ball over twice inside the 10 
when the Red Devils gained possession on fumbles. 
      “We had a chance to put them away. We didn’t do it that way, but they didn’t quit,” 
he said. 
     Williston Head Varsity Football Coach Ric Whittington said losing the game to a field 
goal was extremely tough, but he was proud of his team for fighting through adversity. 
     Coach Whittington said the Red Devils came into this game with nine starters out 
from injuries. Five other players were not available for play because they were in 
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quarantine for COVID-19, he said. But the coach said his seniors showed enormous 
strength in battling for their school and community and never quitting. 
      “The reason the game was the way it was; these senior players coming out here and 
playing their guts out,” Whittington said. “We had guys on the sidelines throwing up. 
We had guys playing their tails off and not even stepping off the field. I’m extremely 
proud of this ball club. I’m extremely proud of the seniors. They turned a page tonight. 
I’m beyond proud of them.” 
      Williston gave the Red Devils’ fans an early example of what the entire game would 
be like by marching down the field 65 yards on the opening drive and scoring on a 5-
yard run by Kurt Pitts. Quarterback Marland Williams Jr. ran for the two-point 
conversion. 
      The Red Devil kickoff skittered out of bounds at the Williston 47 and put Trenton in 
scoring position. The Tigers took full advantage. On their opening drive of the night, the 
Tigers scored on a 30-yard pass to Kyle Pollock. 
      The Red Devils returned the favor, driving 38 yards on their next possession and 
scoring on a 9-yard run by Williams. The home team’s two-point conversion failed. 
      Trenton fumbled the kickoff and Williston recovered but could not convert the 
turnover to points. The Tigers then fumbled the ball at the Williston 8-yard line and 
Williston recovered. 
      The turnovers continued, with Trenton intercepting a Red Devils’ pass with 1:29 left 
in the half. The Tigers couldn’t convert the turnover into points. 
      Trenton roared back in the third quarter and scored on a short run by Caleb Morgan. 
Blankenship added the extra point, tying the game at 14-14. 
      Williston fumbled on the first play of its next possession and Tristan Sloan recovered 
for Trenton at the Williston 40. The Tigers quickly scored on an 11-yard run by Jacob 
Guthrie. Trenton added two points on a run. 
      The Red Devils ran into more misfortune on their next series when a pass was tipped 
and intercepted by Trenton. The Tigers scored on a 14-yard run by Sloan on their first 
play from scrimmage. Blankenship added the extra point giving Trenton a 30-14 lead 
with 5:42 left in the third quarter. 
      Williston returned fire, scoring on a 70-yard run by Williams on the third play of the 
next series. Pitts ran for the two-point conversion. The score was 30-22. 
      But it was Trenton’s turn for misfortune. The Tigers drove to the 4-yard line and 
fumbled, giving Williston possession at the Red Devil 8. Williston drove 92 yards to 
score on a 6-yard run by Williams. Pitts used his power to bull his way into the endzone 
for the two-point conversion, tying the score at 30-30 with 10:24 left in the game. 
      Trenton was not finished. The Tigers drove from the 50 to score on a 14-yard run by 
Sloan. Blankenship added the extra point with 7:02 left in the game. 
      Williston roared back, driving 48 yards to score on a 3-yard run by Pitts. Williams 
ran for the two point conversion giving Williston a 38-37 lead with 1:18 left on the clock. 
      But Trenton didn’t give up. 
      The Tigers started the final drive on their own 30-yard line and managed to position 
themselves for a 32-yard field goal. 
      Blankenship split the uprights with distance to spare. 
      Trenton won 40-38. 


