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City Council advertises for replacement 
member 

 
City Manager Jackie Gorman prepares for the special meeting. From the set 
of city employees at the meeting, only one IT consultant and City 
Councilman Elihu Ross wore face masks at this special meeting. While 
scientists agree that wearing a face covering is among the best methods to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, which has killed more than 220,000 
Americans so far, and has hospitalized many more, some people refuse to 
believe science. The most recent 24-hour death toll in Florida was 73 
individuals that no longer are on Earth as result of the virus ending their 
lives. As of Friday, 40 humans in the Tri-County Area died from COVID-19, 
according to the Florida Department of Health. Meanwhile, TV, print and 
Internet professional journalists from Chiefland, Jemlands (an unrecorded 
subdivision in Levy County) and Gainesville all wore face masks at this 
meeting. 
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     WILLISTON – By a 4-0 vote Friday afternoon (Oct. 23), the Williston City Council 
approved a motion by City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson, seconded by 
City Councilman Elihu Ross, to adopt a resolution that ultimately ends with the City 
Council appointing a person to fill the unexpired term of former City Councilman 
Charles Goodman. 
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(from left) Mayor Jerry Robinson, City Council President Justin Head and 
City Council Vice President Marguerite Robinson prepare for the special 
meeting. 
 

 
City Councilman Elihu Ross and City Councilwoman Debra Jones 
participate in the special meeting late Friday afternoon (Oct. 23). 
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City Clerk Latricia Wright and Deputy City Manager C.J. Zimoski tend to 
business at the meeting. 
 

 
Williston Human Resources Director Brooke Willis listens to what is being 
said at the meeting. 
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Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow glances at his cell phone near the start 
of the special meeting late Friday afternoon. 
 
     The special meeting resulted in the City Council advertising for people interested in 
filling the vacancy when Goodman resigned from City Council effective Oct. 20. 
     Given that his term would have ended in March, which is less than six months away, 
the City Council must appoint a replacement, per the City Charter. 
     City Clerk Latricia Wright will be accepting applications until the deadline, which is 
noon on Tuesday, Nov. 10. 
     The City Council will consider the applications at the Nov. 17 meeting, which begins 
at 6 p.m. in City Hall. 
     The mandatory minimum amount of time to be a resident in the City of Williston is 
one year to be considered for this position. 
     Applications for temporary appointment to City Council, Group “D” are available at 
City Hall. 
     Among the questions on the application, other than a summary of educational and 
employment or business experience are: 
     Why would you like to serve on the Williston City Council? 
And 
     What special assets would you bring to the City Council? 
     The person who is selected may want to seek election to the City Council after they 
serve in this temporary replacement role. If so, they can obtain the material to qualify 
for the position at the end of December, City Clerk Wright said. 
     In addition to the “Yes” vote by Vice President Robinson and Councilman Ross for 
this resolution were City Council President Justin Head and City Councilwoman Debra 
Jones. 


