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Chiefland Health Clinic construction 
moves forward 

 
Joe White, the pre-construction director for the Chiefland Health Clinic 
project from Gray Construction Services of Trenton, speaks with Dr. 
Ganesh Arora about the plan for opening the clinic. Dr. Arora would love to 
see Thanksgiving as the goal for an opening date the first phase of the clinic 
– lab services and blood draws. Within a relatively short time Thursday, 
everyone at the tour site was wearing a face mask to reduce the potential 
spread of COVID-19 upon the request of Dr. Arora to do so. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 23, 2020 at 10:10 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – A multi-faceted health clinic is under construction in Chiefland, 
and a doctor involved in the project spoke to visitors at the site on Thursday afternoon 
(Oct. 22). 
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Dr. Ganesh Arora speaks with the people at the walk-through 
tour. CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion Business Development Manager 
Cathy Galica is in the background. 
 

 
Some of the people at the event agree to a quick and spontaneous photo op. 
They are (from left) Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Nature Coast 
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Business Development Council Executive Director David Pieklik, 
CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion Business Development Manager Cathy 
Galica, Levy County Medical Director Charles Hwang, M.D., and Levy 
County Department of Public Safety Director Mitch Harrell. Dr. Arora 
previously has met with Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones and others from the 
city. 
 

 
Gray Construction Services Senior Project Manager James ‘Butch’ Batts and 
Gray Construction Services Pre-Construction Director Joe White are among 
the leading professionals leading the effort to build this new clinic in 
Chiefland. 
 
     Dr. Ganesh Arora, Ph.D., M.D., spoke to Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Levy 
County Department of Public Safety Director Mitch Harrell and several other 
community leaders about the future Chiefland Health Clinic, located at 304 N. Main St. 
(U.S. Highway 19) in beautiful downtown Chiefland. 
     Although Dr. Arora and others want some services to be available by Thanksgiving 
(Nov. 26), construction leaders from Gray Construction Services (Trenton) explained 
that is not probable. 
     When the facility is finished being built, however, it will provide more options for 
health services, including some that do not exist yet in the Tri-County Area of Levy, 
Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     Dr. Arora explained how this health clinic will provide complete services within one 
place. For instance, he said, a woman can come here and have a mammogram, X-rays, 
and a breast biopsy. 
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     “They won’t have to go to Ocala or Gainesville anymore,” Dr. Arora said. “They’ll be 
able to get 24-7 service here. Urgent care patients can come here, get triaged and get 
help. They won’t have to be rushed to Shands or an Ocala hospital.” 
     Not only will there be family care at the Chiefland Health Clinic, he said, but this will 
be place that offers a multi-specialty practice. 
     This site will include a 64-slice Computerized Tomography (CT) Scanner. When a 
person has chest pain, he said, the attending physician will quickly see where the 
blockage is causing the pain. 
     Another mobile scanner that is slated to be part of this clinic can find issues related to 
cancer, Alzheimer’s and other health matters. 
     “We will be able to save lives and make a difference to this community,” Dr, Arora 
said. 
     This site will have a full laboratory for results on the site. It will include a full 
pharmacy, he said. There will be a full radiology department, he added. 
     To add to the patients’ comfort, he said, they will be offered complimentary beverages 
like coffee and tea. Dr. Arora wants patients to know they are seen by the medical staff 
as members of their family. 
     “No patient will be turned away,” he said. “They don’t have insurance. They can’t 
afford it. We will take care of that.” 
     Dr. Ravindra Kolaventy is the owner of Chiefland Health Clinic. He is a cardiologist in 
Ocala, and is affiliated with multiple hospitals in the area. He has been in practice for 
more than 20 years. His son Ashwin Kolaventy is the executive director of the business. 
     In addition to cardiology, specialists in oncology, urology, obstetrics and gynecology, 
neurology and more are going to be helping patients in Chiefland when this structure is 
built. 
     When asked if a person broke his or her wrist and the bone was coming through the 
skin, could they be treated there. Dr. Arora said if a person can walk into the facility, 
then they will be treated immediately. 
     The fracture will be stabilized and if an orthopedic surgeon is not on the premises 
that day, he will be scheduled to provide the needed surgery to take care of that with 
surgery at the clinic. 
     When he was asked if a person suffering from appendix pain should just take an 
ambulance from Chiefland to Gainesville, Dr. Arora said the patient should go to the 
Chiefland Health Clinic first – once it is completely built and functioning. 
     There will be a gastroenterologist at the clinic who will treat patients with those types 
pf issues. Dr. Arora said the plan is to have different specialists be at the clinic at 
different days of the week. 
     When asked for the opening date of the Chiefland Health Clinic, Dr. Arora introduced 
Joe White, the pre-construction director from Gray Construction Services, and James 
“Butch” Batts from Gray Construction Services. 
     Dr. Arora said he came to Chiefland on Thursday to speak with White, and to let him 
know that if his workers can put in overtime, then they will be compensated. Dr. Arora 
wants this structure to have a certificate of occupancy and to be operational as soon as 
possible. 
     The doctors, the internists, technicians, radiologists and the equipment is all ready to 
be functioning at the Chiefland location, Dr. Arora said, however the building is not 
ready yet – not even for equipment to be installed. 
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     On Thursday, there was a skeleton of metal bars in the building. Work has begun. 
     Dr. Arora would like Gray Construction to work around-the-clock, seven-days-a-week 
if they can. There was a time when July 1 was the date for treating the first patients, Dr. 
Arora said. It is difficult to find workers and to build within the COVID-19 advisory for 
health, he added. 
     White said he does not see his workers active for seven-days-a-week on the project. 
     “We’ll do what it takes to get the job done,” Batts said. 
     Framing crews and drywall crews will be working weekends, Batts said, after Dr. 
Arora urged the men to try to open at least some of the clinic for patients by 
Thanksgiving. 
     White said the “wheels of construction turn slowly” during the global COVID-19 
pandemic. 
     The laboratory, the blood-draw areas and the imaging area, White said, are scheduled 
to be first. That part of the clinic has a goal of completion in December, White said. 
     In January – four months from now, White has a goal of completing Phase Two, 
which will be everything else at the clinic. 
     The tentative January completion time, White said, are given that there are no 
“hiccups.” Doors, custom cabinets and glass are among the items being manufactured 
for the construction project. 
     Gray Construction Services Senior Project Manager Batts added to White’s narrative 
about Phase II. 
     There are interrelated factors of plumbing and electrical services that need to be 
timed with the building of the future health clinic, Batts said. 
     Tying in the electrical, plumbing and communications infrastructure, White said, all 
require timing. The infrastructure must be in place before the expensive lab equipment 
and technology can be put in the building. 
     The electrical engineer for this project, White said, just this very day (Oct. 22) 
completed the draft of the plan to bring in the 480-volt system required to power the CT 
scan. Batts pointed to the ceiling and said how it would go from one point to the next. 
     White added the construction calls for a generator as a backup system for the clinic to 
keep power going in the event of an electrical outage. 


