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Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office provides 

more assurance against voter 

intimidation 
Levy County Democrats provide voter 

information 

 
Here, Terrace James stands behind a table where she is stationed for voter 

information at about 8:40 a.m. on Tuesday morning (Oct. 20). 
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Here, (from left) Terrace James, Harriett Jones and Stacey Peters sit behind a 

table for voter information, which is seen below a tent a couple of hours later than 

when the first photo was taken on Oct. 20. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 22, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 

     TRI-COUNTY AREA – A review of some aspects related to early voting showed plans by 

the three counties’ sheriffs’ offices and current action by Levy County Commission and the 

Bronson Town Council in regard to the General Election voting for Nov. 3 and the two weeks 

before Election Day 2020. 

     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz is known as “America’s Sheriff.” He is the president of 

the Florida Sheriffs Association. 

     Sheriff Schultz is taking some added action to protect and defend the United States 

Constitution and the Florida Constitution as he seeks to assure every single voter in Gilchrist 

County has equal protection under the law to cast a ballot for whatever candidates, judge 

retentions and amendments they choose. 

     Sheriff Schultz said he plans to have an increased presence at the Gilchrist County 

Courthouse during the early election period in that county. Beyond that, Sheriff Schultz said he 

intends to have an extra level of patrol at the polling places in Gilchrist County on Nov. 3 to 

reduce the potential for anyone attempting to intimidate or harass any voter. 

     Gilchrist County Assistant Supervisor of Elections Tracy Sanders said on Thursday morning 

(Oct. 22) the county also has poll deputies, who are men and women who volunteer to help 

make sure there is no polling within 150-feet of the precincts’ polling places, and those 

volunteers help voters be certain to follow guidelines for voting. Those poll deputies will call the 

Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office if there is an issue, Sanders said. 

     In the past 12 years, Gilchrist County Assistant Supervisor of Elections Sanders said, there 

never has been a reason to call the GCSO. Sanders mentioned that she and Supervisor of 

Election Connie Sanchez are both happy with Sheriff Schultz going the extra mile to assure 

safety, and a fair election in Gilchrist County in 2020. 

     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, who is the vice president of the Florida Sheriffs 

Association, said he plans to conduct enforcement at the same level as for all elections. Levy 

County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, Sheriff McCallum said, works with the Levy 
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County Sheriff’s Office to certify special poll deputies. 

     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones is the past president of the Florida Supervisors of 

Elections (FSE). Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections Craig Latimer is the FSE 

president. Leon County Supervisor of Elections Mark Earley is the FSE vice president. Marion 

County Supervisor of Elections Wesley Wilcox is the FSE president-elect. 

     Levy County Sheriff McCallum said there will be a poll deputy at each polling precinct. If that 

deputy sees a reason to alert Supervisor Jones, then that will happen. If there is any need for a 

law enforcement response, then the LCSO will be there to serve the public as always in this 

county. 

     Dixie County Sheriff’s Office Maj. Scott Harden said the DCSO has received no complaints as 

of Thursday morning (Oct. 22) regarding attempts at voter intimidation or harassment in Dixie 

County. Maj. Harden, like Sheriff McCallum, said the poll deputies will be in place. 

     Dixie County Supervisor of Elections Starlet Cannon works with DCSO, Maj. Harden said, in 

the same way Supervisor Jones works with the LCSO, Maj. Harden said. 

     Meanwhile on Monday and Tuesday, the Levy County Democrats learned the Levy County 

government in Bronson and the Bronson Town Council enforce their rules against campaigning. 

     The Democrats had attempted to set up a table near the Quonset hut across the street from 

the backside of the Supervisor of Elections Office. Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean said on 

Thursday morning (Oct. 22) that the Monday (Oct. 19) first day of early voting was when he had 

to confront the Democrats. 

     Dean said the group had requested permission to set up a table there and that the matter had 

been thoroughly discussed beforehand. He denied the request. He said the reason for the denial 

was because that piece of county property was to be a neutral site politically. 

     If the Democrats set up there, Dean said, then the space would have to be open to all groups 

seeking the same ability. 

     The Levy County Democrats set up on the other side of the road in the grassy median next to 

the road on Tuesday morning (Oct. 20). 

     Early that morning, Terrace James, a Democrat who volunteered to man a table there to 

provide voter information set up the table, which included a sign endorsing the election of Joe 

Biden for President and Kamala Harris for vice president. 

     Within a relatively short time that morning, Bronson Vice Mayor Jason Hunt told the Levy 

County Democrats that they can have a voter information site on the city property, but they 

must remove any campaign material for any party or candidate. 

     On Thursday morning (Oct. 22), Vice Mayor Hunt said he was following the ruling by Town 

Attorney Steven Warm who told him that the city property must be seen as neutral. 

     There can be no promotion of one candidate or party on city property, Jason said Warm told 

him. 

     Vice Mayor Hunt said that when the Democrats asked him what they should do if a Trump 

campaigner showed up, he told them that they should contact him, and he would tell those 

people the same thing. 

     When Hunt was asked by HardisonInk.com for his explanation of why people throughout the 

decades have campaigned on primary day or election day by holding signs, wearing tee-shirts 

and the like, Hunt said people can walk on sidewalks with signs. Putting up a tent or a table next 

to the road, on Bronson city property, however, is not permitted in that town. 

     The Levy County Democrats took down the campaign material, and plan to continue through 

Nov. 3 to provide information to voters who ask for it about the election – including information 

about the amendments to the Florida Constitution that are on this year’s ballot. 


