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Chiefland church uses highest risk form 

for Halloween celebration 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 2, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – The leaders of First United Methodist Church (FUMC) of Chiefland have 

planned to conduct the highest risk method of celebrating Halloween – in regard to spreading 

COVID-19 – on Saturday, Oct. 31, according to its seeking the City of Chiefland to close roads for 

the event. 

     The Chiefland City Commission approved Tuesday night (Sept. 29) a request from FUMC to 

close Northeast First and Second Streets, at Seventh Avenue, from 5 to 9 p.m. on Oct. 31. 

     The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on its website shows the lowest 

to highest methods to celebrate Halloween. 

     As noted verbatim on that website is the following. 

     These lower risk activities can be safe alternatives: 

     ● Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them 

     ● Carving or decorating pumpkins outside, at a safe distance, with neighbors or friends 

     ● Decorating your house, apartment, or living space 

     ● Doing a Halloween scavenger hunt where children are given lists of Halloween-themed 

things to look for while they walk outdoors from house to house admiring Halloween 

decorations at a distance 

     ● Having a virtual Halloween costume contest 

     ● Having a Halloween movie night with people you live with 

     ● Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat search with your household members in or 

around your home rather than going house to house 

Moderate risk activities 

     ● Participating in one-way trick-or-treating where individually wrapped goodie bags are lined 

up for families to grab and go while continuing to social distance (such as at the end of a 

driveway or at the edge of a yard) 

         ◦ If you are preparing goodie bags, wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 

second before and after preparing the bags. 

     ● Having a small group, outdoor, open-air costume parade where people are distanced more 

than 6 feet apart 

     ● Attending a costume party held outdoors where protective masks are used and people can 

remain more than 6 feet apart 

         ◦ A costume mask (such as for Halloween) is not a substitute for a cloth mask. A costume 

mask should not be used unless it is made of two or more layers of breathable fabric that covers 

the mouth and nose and doesn’t leave gaps around the face. 

         ◦ Do not wear a costume mask over a protective cloth mask because it can be dangerous if 

the costume mask makes it hard to breathe. Instead, consider using a Halloween-themed cloth 

mask. 

     ● Going to an open-air, one-way, walk-through haunted forest where appropriate mask use is 

enforced, and people can remain more than 6 feet apart 

         ◦ If screaming will likely occur, greater distancing is advised. The greater the distance, the 

lower the risk of spreading a respiratory virus. 

     ● Visiting pumpkin patches or orchards where people use hand sanitizer before touching 

pumpkins or picking apples, wearing masks is encouraged or enforced, and people are able to 
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maintain social distancing 

     ● Having an outdoor Halloween movie night with local family friends with people spaced at 

least 6 feet apart 

         ◦ If screaming will likely occur, greater distancing is advised. The greater the distance, the 

lower the risk of spreading a respiratory virus. 

         ◦ Lower your risk by following CDC’s recommendations on hosting gatherings or cook-outs. 

Higher risk activities 

     Avoid these higher risk activities to help prevent the spread of the virus that 

causes COVID-19: 

     ● Participating in traditional trick-or-treating where treats are handed to children who go 

door to door 

     ● Having trunk-or-treat where treats are handed out from trunks of cars lined 

up in large parking lots 

     ● Attending crowded costume parties held indoors 

     ● Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and screaming 

     ● Going on hayrides or tractor rides with people who are not in your household 

     ● Using alcohol or drugs, which can cloud judgement and increase risky behaviors 

     ● Traveling to a rural fall festival that is not in your community if you live in an area with 

community spread of COVID-19. 

 

     As noted above by the CDC “Having trunk-or-treat where treats are handed out from trunks 

of cars lined up in large parking lots” is in the highest risk category. 

     Meanwhile, on the very morning of the day when the Chiefland City Commission approved 

the request from the FUMC of Chiefland, Bishop Ken Carter and the Florida United Methodist 

Cabinet of The Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church noted for all interested 

members of the United Methodist Church in Florida, that Gov. Ron DeSantis opening of bars 

and restaurants is just that. 

     As for church practices, the bishop noted for all readers that the same guidelines published 

Sept. 8 remain in effect as far as the church leadership is concerned. 

     “Conference leaders have read the executive order,” Bishop Carter noted. “Our current 

FLUMC COVID-19 guidance has not changed. The focus of the executive order is on restaurant 

capacity and local government restrictions and fines.” 

     Below are a few summary points from the Sept. 8 FLUMC COVID-19 guidance. 

     1. At all times, persons must maintain at least six feet of distance between family 

groups. 

     2. Masks or cloth face coverings are required when any group gathers (except 

for children under the age of 2). 

     3. Monitor your symptoms. Stay home if you are sick or displaying COVID-19 

symptoms. Those who have tested positive for COVID-19 or have been in close 

contact with someone who has tested positive should adhere to the CDC guidelines 

for isolation and quarantine. 

     4. All inside activities must be in well ventilated spaces that allow for persons to 

maintain at least six feet of distance between family groups. Outside activities are 

preferred over inside activities. 

     The FLUMC COVID-19 safety protocols and guidelines are connected to the ongoing guidance 

and recommendations from the Florida Department of Health and the Centers for Disease 

Control. 
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     “Gov. DeSantis’ order has not changed the guidance and recommendations of either group in 

terms of in-person, large gatherings,” Bishop Carter noted. 

     Given the Chiefland City Commission granting approval to close the roads for celebration of 

Halloween by FUMC Chiefland, the local church must presume the city likewise endorses the 

highest risk methods for this celebration, at least in regard to this church’s choice. 

     And given the instruction in the note to all Methodists, “At all times churches should carefully 

follow the guidance of your city and county officials. Any decision to resume in-person activities 

should be affirmed by the pastor in consultation with a team of leaders and should be 

communicated to your District Superintendent,” FUMC Chiefland must have consulted among 

themselves and the district superintendent for this part of the Florida United Methodist Church 

before choosing the highest form of dangerous Halloween celebration. 

     Halloween is mostly a western custom and it has no direct reference in the Bible. As for 

FUMC Chiefland, trunk and treat is one of its methods for community involvement. 

     Interestingly, there was an announcement on Oct. 2 that the President and First Lady have 

contracted COVID-19, which is the dangerous and highly contagious disease that has swept 

across the globe and caused people to have no symptoms, or symptoms requiring hospitalization 

and even to the point of death. This is why the CDC provides guidance on Halloween 

celebrations. 


