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Sentencing delayed for convicted felon; 
Other criminals jailed and more 

 
Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis sets Nov. 4 as the new sentencing date 
for Scott Arlington Mead. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 14, 2020 at 8:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – A man convicted by a six-member jury on Sept. 30 of leaving the 
scene of an accident on Feb. 24 that caused moderate injuries remains in the Levy 
County Jail after a scheduled sentencing for the crime was continued on Wednesday 
morning (Oct. 14). 

 Assistant State 
Attorney Frank 
Slavichak (left) 
and Eighth 
Judicial Circuit 
Assistant 
Public 
Defender 
Logan Doll 
discuss aspects 
of scoring 
sheets for 
sentencing of a 
person that is 
guilty of 
leaving the scene of an accident with moderate injuries. 
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Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll reaches for his laptop to see 
information on that screen. 
 
     This was among the many actions by Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. 
Davis that morning. Judge Davis’ rulings included far more than the delay of sentencing 
in this one case. 
     The relatively finetuned judicial process of justice in Florida courts that was practiced 
in Levy County on that midweek morning encompassed first appearances, bond 
reduction hearings, case management activity as well as plea-negotiated agreements 
that included sentences ranging up to and including a 21-month prison term in the 
Florida Department of Corrections for a man who failed to register as a sex offender. 
     And within the four corners of the courtroom, as well as in the Levy County 
Courthouse now sectioned off specifically for court, was a strong adherence to healthy 
protocol related to the global COVID-19 pandemic. All people entering the court area 
were asked a series of questions to determine if they were a threat to others from a 
medical perspective related to being COVID-19 contagious. 
     Beyond that, each person had his or her temperature scanned to see if a fever was 
present. People were seated six feet apart, at least in the courtroom. Masks were 
mandatory, and there was no lollygagging or schleffing off of guidelines that are 
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essential for the safety of state or county employees, litigants, defendants, family 
members, other participants or professional journalists or other observers who were 
present. 
     Meanwhile back at the slated sentencing of Scott Arlington Mead, 47, who has been a 
resident of the Levy County Jail for more than seven months now -- since Feb. 25, the 
main prosecutor in this action and the main defense attorney expressed opposing 
opinions about one aspect related to sentencing. 
     From Mead’s perspective, the difference of opinion means the least he could expect 
will be either a sentence of probation, or a two-year minimum prison term. 
     Another difference between the state being able to add “victim injury points” to the 
sentence, would be the possibility for the judge to order restitution to be part of the 
sentence. 
     In a case where the person is guilty of leaving the scene of an accident resulting in 
death, the court shall order the driver to make restitution to the victim for any damage 
or loss, unless the court finds clear and compelling reasons not to order the restitution. 
Restitution may be monetary or nonmonetary restitution. 
     Florida law sets a maximum sentence for the level of felony that Mead was convicted 
of at five years with a maximum $5,000 fine as well. 
     Either way, if Judge Davis rules with the prosecution or the defense, Mead is 
convicted of the felony of leaving the scene of an accident with moderate injuries, and he 
is bound to be credited with the time he served so far and through Nov. 4, in the Levy 
County Detention Facility (Jail). 
     Both Assistant State Attorney Frank Slavichak, the top prosecutor in this case, and 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll, the top defense attorney in 
this case, made strong arguments for Circuit Court Judge Davis to rule upon. 
     And as evinced by his input, Judge Davis, too, had conducted research on the matter 
in question regarding this crime and the available sentences related to “victim injury 
points.” The judge continued sentencing in this case to be on Nov. 4. 
     Before Judge Davis ruled to continue the case for the purpose of sentencing, he 
listened to both sides. 
     As Assistant State Attorney Slavichak sought a sentence from the judge on 
Wednesday morning, he told the court that the Florida Legislature had amended the 
statute in regard to the potential for the addition of “victim injury points” in cases such 
as this for the very reason he was noting them in the sentencing request. 
     The legislative intent of the Florida Legislature adding a particular subsection to the 
law, the prosecutor explained, was to give judges the ability to impose a sentence 
befitting the crime. 
     As everyone in the courtroom knows, the Florida Legislature creates state law, and 
the courts apply that law. Judges cannot change law by judicial process. However, given 
the lawmakers modified the law to allow for this aspect, Slavichak argued, therefore he 
is applying it to this case in regard to sentencing. 
     While the black letters on the pages of lawbooks show statutes, there is the impact 
from case law – precedence being set by actions in similar cases. Some number of cases 
and decisions were cited as the two sides debated their points in this regard. 
     From the prosecution’s perspective, the victim in this case was a woman run over by 
her own car by a man who had no right to be driving it. That man then fled from the 
scene of that accident. 
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     From the defense’s perspective, the victim in this case is the state of Florida, which 
has a law against leaving the scene of an accident involving injuries that are less than 
severe. 
     The victim in this case suffered injuries that a jury ruled were “moderate” rather than 
“slight.” Had a person suffered serious injuries or died as a result of the accident, and 
then the person fled the scene, then that is a different crime with a higher level of felony 
attached to it – which is in contrast with where the jury ruled Mead was proved to the 
exclusion of reasonable doubt to have committed. 
     Assistant Public Defender Doll argued that Mead is being denied due process if the 
judge rules in favor of the state’s argument in this matter by adding “victim injury 
points.” 
     By performing the unlawful act of leaving the scene of this accident, Doll noted, is not 
something that caused the injury to the woman. 
     The crime where the jury found Mead guilty, Assistant Public Defender Doll said, is 
leaving the scene of an accident. Leaving the scene, the assistant public defender said, 
did not cause the moderate level of injuries. 
     The facts for this case show that on the night of Feb. 24, Mead got into a car that was 
not his – it belonged to the woman who was hit by that very car. The owner of the car 
opened the driver’s side door and tried to stop him from moving it. The car backed up 
and knocked the 71-year-old woman to the ground as the door scraped over her, causing 
injuries that required treatment and incapacitated her to some degree for weeks. 
     Mead left the scene of the accident, where he was the driver of the car involved in that 
car versus pedestrian accident. He was arrested the next day by an officer with the 
Williston Police Department. 
     Mead is a five-time convicted felon who was just released from prison in 2019, 
however while these facts would have added to the charge from which the jury acquitted 
Mead – aggravated battery with a deadly weapon on a person 65 years or older -- that is 
not something for the sentencing scoring sheet now. 
     Mead was acquitted by the jury of the aggravated battery charge. He was convicted 
and adjudicated guilty of leaving the scene of an accident with a moderate level of 
injuries. 
     Assistant State Attorney Slavichak argued that the Florida Legislature had an intent 
when it amended the law regarding leaving the scene of an accident with non-serious 
injuries, and that amendment includes adding “victim injury points” for sentencing 
purposes. 
     Assistant State Attorney Slavichak said in court on Wednesday that although he did 
not foresee having to defend his choice to add “victim injury points” for a sentencing 
recommendation, he did ask and was granted jury instructions calling for those six 
people to differentiate between “slight” and “moderate” injuries. 
     Attorneys Slavichak and Doll, and Judge Davis all cited case law related to this 
matter. The judge said that before he sentences Mead, he must decide about adding 
“victim injury points” to his choice of what sentence to impose. 
     Judge Davis cited a case which involved facts that showed the defendant did not 
intentionally cause injury in an accident. In this case, Mead was acquitted of the crime 
where intent to harm is included. He was ruled guilty of leaving the scene of an accident 
with injuries. 
     The discussion about Mead’s sentencing took some number of minutes before the 
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judge continued that action to a potential sentencing among the many actions set for 
Nov. 4 starting at 9 a.m. in the Levy County Courthouse. 
 

OTHER ACTION 

     Meanwhile, Assistant State Attorney Slavichak, Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State 
Attorney Glenn Bryan, Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Darla Whistler, 
Assistant Public Defender Doll, Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Midori 
Lowry and at least a few other attorneys gave listeners plenty to hear as Judge Davis 
decided matters relating to scores of other cases. 
     On first appearances and bond setting, Judge Davis let one suspected trespasser free 
on his own recognizance, with the order not to contact the alleged victim or to go, either 
directly or indirectly, on the property where he allegedly trespassed. 
     The Office of Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott was given more 
clients thanks to Judge Davis. 
     Public Defender Scott was appointed as the Public Defender of the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit by Gov. Charlie Crist in 2010. In 2012, Stacy was elected to office by the people 
of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and subsequently was reelected in 2016 and 2020. 
     A man suspected of failure to appear (FTA) on a charge of driving while license is 
suspended or revoked (DWLSR) had bond set at $1,000. 
     A defendant answering charges of having committed a third or more DWLSRs and 
possession of drug paraphernalia had bond set at $6,000. 
     A defendant answering charges of possession of methamphetamine and possession of 
drug paraphernalia had bond set at $20,000. 
     A person charged with violation of probation (VOP) had bond set at – no bond. 
     During the bond reduction hearings, two VOP defendants were denied bond 
reduction and remain in jail without bond. 
     A 21-year-old defendant charged with three felonies and one misdemeanor had total 
bonds reduced to $16,000. His defense attorney said the young man has health 
conditions that have shown a high morbidity rate for people if they catch COVID-19. 
     A defendant who was released on his or her own recognizance was told that they are 
not to have any contact with witnesses, as well as to have no firearms or illegal drug use. 
     A defendant who sought a bond reduction to $10,000 was denied bond by the judge. 
This defendant, according to what was said in court, would have gone to a facility under 
the Marchman Act if he or she had been released on bond. The person has a long history 
of drug and alcohol-related crimes. 
     The Marchman Act (the Hal S. Marchman Alcohol and Other Drug Services Act of 
1993) is a Florida law that provides a means of involuntary and voluntary assessment 
and stabilization, and treatment of a person allegedly abusing alcohol or drugs. 
 

OTHER CASES 

     In one case, the defendant changed his plea to guilty for burglary of an unoccupied 
dwelling, petit theft, two counts of possession of methamphetamine, two counts of drug 
paraphernalia and failure to have a valid registration on a vehicle. 
     The maximum penalty for those crimes equals 13 years in state prison and a $13,500 
in fines 
     In a plea-negotiated agreement (plea deal), the man was sentenced to 150 days in the 
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county jail, court costs and fees, and he was given credit for 50 days served so far. 
     In another case, a man was charged with FTA for arraignment. The man said he 
receives some money from the Veterans Administration for a pension and he gets some 
money for his disability. 
     The man said he has been unable to pay the victim the court-ordered restitution 
because no one wants to hire a man on felony probation. The judge dismissed the FTA 
but continued the case to Nov. 4 as he told the defendant in no uncertain terms that the 
victim must be made whole by the man completing payment of restitution through some 
sort of payment plan. 
     A woman changed her plea and was adjudicated guilty of felony battery after hitting 
the victim on the head with a beer bottle. Judge Davis sentenced her to 180 days in the 
county jail with 41 days credit for time served. Added to that are restitution to the victim 
and court costs and fees. 
     Another woman was released on probation after serving 122 days before sentencing 
on Wednesday. She was charged with possession of ammunition by a convicted felon, 
possession of methamphetamine and possession of fentanyl. 
     The maximum penalty for these crimes would have been 27 years in prison and a 
$22,000 fine. 
     As a result of the plea deal, this woman was sentenced to the 122 days in jail, six 
months of community control probation, followed by an 18-month drug-offender 
probation. Judge Davis told the woman to make sure she shows up at the Probation 
Office in Chiefland (in the shopping center with The Print Shop of Chiefland and The 
Gathering Table Restaurant) on Thursday morning (Oct. 15). 
     A man previously convicted of a sex crime was sentenced to 21-months in the Florida 
Department of Corrections for failing to abide by the law that requires him to register 
his address when he moves. He was given 182 days of credit for time served in the Levy 
County Jail so far. The maximum penalty for this crime is five years in prison and a 
$5,000 fine. 
     As noted, Circuit Court Judge Davis ruled on scores of cases Wednesday morning. 


