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Dixie County Bears beat  
Williston Red Devils 40-18 

 
Dixie County runner Jadon Malone spots a hole and cuts sharply for a big 
gain. 
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     CROSS CITY -- The Dixie County High School Bears used their high speed option 
offense to defeat the Williston Middle High School Red Devils 40-18 Friday night (Sept. 
18) in Cross City. 
 

 
 

 

 

Williston's Rashaud 
Nelson scans the 
field ahead as a 
runs for a first 
down. 
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Bears quarterback Sam Cannon fakes a pitch as he prepares to run. 
 

 
Williston running back Edariyon Wesley rolls to his right looking for a gap 
in the defense. 
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Dixie County's Dalton Maktura smashes into Williston quarterback Tiger 
Days as he attempts a pass in the first quarter. 
 
     Dixie County Head Varsity Football Coach L.B. Cravey said his team was able to run 
to the outside for big gains and his athletic defense kept the Red Devils bottled up for 
most of the game. 
     The Bears posted a 27-6 lead in the first quarter. 
     “I think we’re just blessed with a lot of speed,” Cravey said. “The boys can hit the 
holes hard and hit it fast, and really get outside of them. We knew coming in, we were 
the faster team.” 
Defensively, the coach said he has two veteran middle linebackers who know how to 
read the holes. His defensive secondary is one of the best in the area, he added. 
     “They are athletic and really break on the football. I felt really good about coming in 
here defensively,” Cravey said. 
     The team faced adversity all summer not knowing if the state would allow them to 
play football in the fall due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, Cravey said, but the 
players all rose to the occasion in every summer workout and continued pushing 
forward without knowing if they would ever play, “and it really worked out for us.” 
     Dixie County, 1-1, is scheduled to host Chiefland Thursday (Sept. 24). 
     Williston, 1-2, is set to host Hamilton County (Jasper) on Friday (Sept. 25). 
     Red Devil Coach Head Varsity Football Coach Ric Whittington said his team 
continued to play hard in the face of adversity against Dixie County. 
     “There was some perseverance tonight. That’s always a high point,” Whittington said. 
“We had some low points but we persevered and continued through those and 
continued to play.” 
     The coach from Williston said the 95-yard kickoff return for a touchdown by Rashaud 
Nelson late in the fourth quarter showed perseverance. 
     “He went out there late in the game and brought a little bit of a lift to the team,” 
Whittington said. 
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     The Red Devils have 18 seniors on the team this season, Whittington said. The team 
has good size up front and some athletes, but he said the players haven’t stepped up and 
found a way to exploit their strengths. 
     “We’ve got to turn the page and move on to next week,” Whittington said. “We’re 
going to correct the mistakes made tonight. We’re going to learn from those failures. 
We’re going to turn those into teaching moments. We’re going to look to grow, and we’re 
going to look at areas where we had success. And we’re going to grow there as well.” 
     Dixie County marched down the field on its opening possession to score on a 19-yard 
run by Jadon Malone. The extra point was good. Williston wasn’t able to score on its 
first possession. The Bears turned the Red Devil’s failed drive into paydirt, scoring on a 
43-yard run by Malone on its next offensive possession. The two-point conversion 
attempt failed. 
     Williston wasn’t finished. 
     The Red Devils scored on a 65-yard pass from Tiger Days to Rashaud Nelson to close 
the gap to 13-6. The two-point run attempt failed. 
     Dixie County scored again with 4:11 left in the first quarter on a five-yard pass to 
Kolton Hunt. The extra point was good, giving the Bears a 20-6 lead. 
     A bad Williston punt presented Dixie County with prime field position at the 
Williston 39 yard-line with less than three minutes to play in the first quarter. Malone 
ran for a five-yard touchdown with 1:40 left in the half. The extra point was good. 
     A bad snap from center late in the third quarter cost Williston its field position, as 
well as giving Dixie County the ball in scoring range. The mistake allowed the Bears to 
move quickly downfield to score on an 18-yard run by Malone. The extra point was 
good. Dixie County led 35-6. 
     Williston fought back, driving the ball 63 yards to score on a five-yard run by Days. 
The two-point conversion failed. Dixie County answered at the 7:24 mark in the fourth 
quarter when Brenden Hall scored from 13 yards out after a quick drive. The two-point 
conversion failed. 
     The Red Devils gave the crowd a thrill late in the fourth quarter when a Dixie County 
kickoff soared to the Williston 5 yard-line. Nelson dropped the ball and calmly picked it 
up, sprinting right and slashing through gaps in the defense, breaking tackles and 
scoring on a 95-yard return. 

 


